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REPORT, 



L HE Society for Mitigating and gradually Abolishing 
the State of Slavery throughout the British Dominions 
held its first'Meeting on the 3ist January 1823, and soon 
after commenced its operations. 

After a lapse of sixteen months, it seems incumbent on 
the Committee, to whom the conduct o( its affairs was 
theii delegated, to render to their constituents an account 
of the manner in which they hav^ discharged their trust* 
It will be proper to bring to the recollection of the 
Subscribers the precise objects for which the Society was 
instituted. They are clearly expressed in the following 
Resolutions, which were unanimously adopted at its first 
Meeting, viz. 

^^ That the individuals composing the present Meeting 
are deeply impressed with the magnitude and num- 
ber of the evils attached to the syistem of Slavery 
which prevails in many of the Colonies of Great 
Britain, a system which appears to be opposed to 
the spirit and precepts of Christianity,, as wdl as re- 
pugnant to every dictate of natural humanity and 
justice. 
^^ That they long indulged a hope, that the great mea- 
sure of the Abolition of the Slave Trade, for which 
an Act of the Legislature was passed in 1807, after 
a struggle of twenty years, would have tended ra- 
pidly to the mitigation and griadual extinction of 
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Negro bondage in the British Colonies, bat that in 
this hope they have been painfully disappointed ; and 
after a lapse of sixteen years they have still to deplore 
the almost undiminished prevalence of the very evils 
which it was one great object of the Abolition to 
remedy* 
^^ That under these circumstances they feel themselves 
called upon by the most binding considerations of 
their duty as Christians, by their best sympathies as 
men, and by their solicitude to maintain unimpaired 
the high reputation and the solid prosperity of their 
country, to exert themselves, in their separate and 
collective capacity, in furthering this most importaat 
object, and in endeavouring by all prudent asd laW« 
fbl ifii^atis to mitigate and eventually to abolish the 
Slavery existing in our Cblonial posseseiansk 
^^That an Association be now formed, to be called 
^The Society for Mitigating and gradually AbcM 
lisking the State of Slavery throughout the Britirii 
Donitnibna ;' and that d Subsoription be entered into 
for that purpost^'* ' 
Your Coibmittee having been appointed to carry these 
objects into effect, proceeded to diffuse, as widely as pOB* 
sibte^ information respecting the nature and ^cts of 
Colonial bondage. Mr. Wilberforce's ^^ Apjpeal in be- 
half of the Negro Slaves in the West Indite/^ and 
Mn Clarfcson'a << Thoughts. on the Necessity oC Improv- 
ing their Condition, with a view to Etiaancipationy' - ivere 
eircuUted to a krge ext^M, And il was a eouroe of sa- 
tisfaction to ybiif Compnittee, that, in taking tbo field 
against Colonial Slavery^ they were thus eniiUtd td pro- 
ceed iibder the conduct of the stoie veteran Chanpions 
who had first led the battle against the African Slave 
Trade, and who had punned il to its finM exiini^ion. 
To these invaluable works ivere bdded vaHoas^ others, 
iUustraCive of the injustice and inliumahity, lis w^U b» the 
impolicy, x^f Colonial Slaverjr. The ^ct which they 
product v^a& considerable; and in a short time oiime« 
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Cross. 



rbud Petitions were addressed to Parliament from all 
parts of the country, praying for the gradual extinqtion 
of Negro bondage. 

On the 15th May, 1823, the subieet was brought before 
tlie House of Commons by Mr. Buxton ; and after a long 
and interesting debate, which has been published by 
your Committee, the following Resolutions, proposed by 
Mr. Canning as an Araebdraent to Mr. Buxton's Motion, 
were unanimously adopted by the House, viz. 

1st. ^^ That it is expedient to adopt effectual and de- 
cisive measures for meliorating the condition of the 
Slave Population in His Majesty's Colonies. 
' 2nd. '^ That through a determined and persevering but 
judicious and temperate enforcement of such mea* 
sures, this House looks forward to a progressive ira-> 
provement in the character of the Slave Population, 
such as may prepare them for a participation iB4:ho8e 
civil rights and privileges, which are enjoyed by 
dther classes of His Majesty's subjects. 
3rd. '^ That this House is anxious for the acecHnplish- 
ment of this purpose, at the earliest period that may 
be compatible with the well-being of the Slaves, the 
isafety of the Colonies, and with a fiiir and equitable 
consideration of the interests of all parties concerned 
therein. 
4th. ^ That these Resolutions be laid before His Ma. 

jesty."^ 
As tbese Resolutions^ thus proposed by Mr. Canning 
with the declared sanction of His Majesty's Government, 
and with the acquiescence also of the whole body of West 
Indians in Parliament, recognised explicitly the very 
principles on which your Committee proceeded, and 
pointed unambiguously to the very consummation a4 
which they aimed ; it was thought right by the Mover, 
and those who acted witbhim, to concur in adopting tliem ; 
more especially as His Majesty's Ministers, in proposing 
to take the work of reform infb their own hands^ signified 
their intention of carrying into early effect many of the 
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specific lueaBures of improvemeDt which had been con- 
templated by your Cominitteei. 

In their Circular Address of August 1823, giving a 
detailed account of these proceedings, your Committee^ 
Hrhile they expressed their satisfaction that the Govern- 
ment and Parliament should have so clearly recognis^4 
the principles embodied in these. Resolutions, qould not 
refrain at the same time from expressing their regret^ 
that the proposed plans of reform, instead of being made 
the subject of Parliamentary enactments should have been 
referred to the deliberation and decision af the Colonial 
Authorities. This circumstance tended greatly to damp 
the hopes which the favourable disposition of His Ma- 
jesty's Ministers was calculated to inspire. Past expe- 
rience seemed to discourage the hope of effectual coope- 
ration, on the part of the Colonists, in any plan which had 
in view the termination of Slavery* 

The Committee, therefore, as well as the advocates of 
their cause in Parliament, distinctly stated their appre- 
hensions, that this mode of proceeding would lead only 
to delay and disappointment. They were of opinion, inr 
deed^ that in no way were the alarms on the subject of 
insurrection, which had been so industriously raised, more 
likely to be realized, than by submitting the meditated 
mitigations of the Slave system to discussion witliin the 
Colonies, instead of transmitting them thither in the shape 
of laws to be obeyed. And even if such a reference 
should produce no positive evil, they feared that it 
would at least be fruitless of any substantial good. 

The event has seemed to justify these apprehensions. 
The instructions of His Majesty's Government on this 
subject to the Colonial Authorities, as contained in Lord 
Batburst's circular letters of the S8th May and 9th July 
1823, were framed in an unexceptionable spirit of mode*- 
ration, and were directed to objects of the very highest 
importance ; and had they been carried into effect, would 
have produced a most beneficial effect on the condition of 
the Slaves. These instructions, however, honourable as 



they were to the Government, were met in some eases by 
refusal, and in others by menaces of resistance. In a few 
6f the ^lAaller. Colonies, they have been treated with 
less of ont ward disrespect; and* a disposition has even 
b6en professed to com ply with His Lordship's suggestions ; 
but your Committee have not heard that any legislative 
measures have yet been adopted for carrying them into 
effect. It is to-be presumed,* that had such laws been 
enacted, they would have been laid before Parliament 
without delay. The Slave Law of St; Vincent, passed 
in 1820, has been represetited, indeed, as containing great 
improvements, and as having even anticipated most of 
Lord Bathurst's suggestions : but on examining it, this 
statement -will be found to be altogether erroneous : it 
proves to be nearly a transcript of the last consolidated 
Slave Law of Jamaica ; and, like that law, it leaves the 
great evils of the Colonial system untouched*. 

Even in those Colonies where the power of' making 
laws is vested immediately and wholly in the Crown, the 
reforms proposed by His Majesty's Government, having 
been submitted to the previous consideration of the local 
aiuthorities,' experienced the same opposition and delay 
as in' the Colonies possessing legislative Assemblies of 
their own. 

It was no more than might have been expected^ that 
while a chance remained of" dissuading or deterring the 
Gk)vernme^t from perseverance in its purposes of reform, 
the proprietors of Slaves filling offices in the Colonies 
would not be sparing of their objections, nor the White 
population in general of their clamours and alarms. And 
even if Governors or public bodies^ acting in the Colonies, 
were perfectly well disposed to carry those reforms into 
effect, they would still find that the delegation of legislative 
power on topics so delicate was a burden hard to be sus- 
tained. An imperative order would relieve them from 
embarrassment; whilst a discretional authority couM not 

* See for an account of the Consolidated Slave Law of Jamuca, the 
Appendix to the Debate of May 15, 1823^ p. 148/ &c. 
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^ exercised, in opposition tp local prejudices end pas- 
sjioiis^ withput sactrifipes of e Very .painful kind* 

The proceedings of popular Meetings, in some of the 
(]!oloni<96> and the ^amitous events in Deqierara^ too 
clearly illustrate the d^tiger of such a mode of proceeding. 
' And while this danger was oi^vious, it seemed tioless ob^ 
vious, that if the supreisne power of Uie. State had a^t once 
authoritatively prescribed the course to be punsued, there 
would have been no. ground to a{i{)teheiid any iiiconve- 
aient results* Tp suppose that the Sllave^ would rebel 
against the Government^ because it bad taken measures 
for alleviating the rigours of; their c(^i|ditiim, would be 
absurd; and irrational. , Was there any thing, for iu* 
stance^ in the gill of Sunchy as ^ day of rest ; qr in the 
iaitigatin« /af coirporal punishment ; pr in . the icemoval 
ef restrai^tSi on manuinisilion ; or in the admission ef |;^etr 
evidence iii Courts of Justice, .whii^fa could hav.e a ten* 
d^0y to {iroBiete disconteAi and iflBUrrectiou ampiig the 
SlUvesJ ...... 

Ha9 the mpde of authoritative ^na^ttnent^ therefore, 
lieen adopted, iaetead of that of me^reretoqatnendation^ 
the prObiibUity appears to be^ that the effect ^oi^ have, 
lieeii ^Amission, on the part of the Planters, and grati- 
tude on the part of the Slaves. The cause of the mis^ 
^hii^f wUcti actually occurred in Demerara^ tbovgh gr^fssly 
misrepfe^nted at first,, is npW; clearly as^rtained^ The 
^d^ni^eon the trjal ef^n. Smith the lVIisfiionary,.and qi| 
thai of the Slaves impUcatetl in the insurrection, ,shpw9 
thiit 1^ proximate cause of that unhappy , event wus the 
deUy of tb0 C<4oniaLjAutborit«es in giving publicity and 
effect to the measures pf gra^e r^ommen<ted by His M^- 
jesty'e G^emmeut, The Slaves leanit that th^^supreme 
authority c^tbe State bad transmitted centain Regula^on^ 
for tiieir |>rote(^tioB and comfort, the benefit pC which 
they were^ led to aM^rebend was witbfij^ld fro^n ttieni. by 
the ^qpiposition of their masters* Th^ eicpected geod was 
also, it may be presumed, magnified by the mist of .secjre,cy 
in which it was fnv^oped. tt was .sup|K>sed by^ome to 
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be 'a gift of ft*eedoni^ and the uirrortutiate mM ifptigineA 
that the i^p^essioti utid^i* which they groamed was no 
iong^r wAtwtnted by law. 

~ On thi^ whde, little d6ubt t^n neW b& entertained; that 
Hot only hAs fnueh evil arisen A'om having submitted the 
^ro))6sed refi^rms in the Stal^e system to Colonial delibe^- 
ntiOn, but that no substantial good Co^Id reasonably have 
l>eefci expected, or is to be l66k^ A>r in fiitare, from such 
^ coarse. In the Mother Country alone tan laws on this 
^ubfect be {Effectually, and kt the sam6 time safbiy, made. 

To thfe whole of thid reasoning, however, it has been 
!9)3ebibUsiy objeieted, that the mere enactment of laWS by 
the Mother Goimtry il^duld not secure their execution in 
the Colonies ; and thatlf the Colonists, to whoiU the exe. 
'tutiOYi must be confided, are decidedly adverse to their 
object, t!)^y tUiist iiecess^rily b^ome as inoperative as 
the various meliorating Actsalt^ady passed by the Colo- 
hfal Legidatures, and whidr, it has been nduihted, har^ 
^oved^ firom the first, little more than a dead letter. 
* '<*he Committee are ready to admit, that, in existing 
cdrbumstan^^es, there is much forde in this objection. If 
ih^ ^dttiinist^atioh of justice in the Colonies is to remain 
in its present state ; if Governors, and Judges, and Fis^ 
cals, and Attorneys General, are to bestill left to depend 
Oh the Planters for their salaries and emoluments; and 
if moreover many of those functionari^ should be allowed 
Id eontiniie, as now, considerable Slave owners, iind 
therefor^ swayed by the combined force of interest and 
pirtejudtce to ftvour existing abuses, it must in that case be 
conceded, that the best laws are likely to prove useless. 

In tepljTj however, to this very formidable argument 
a^iASt ihe legislative interpositioh of Parliament, it 
stiight eii^ily be shown that there are ihahy measures which 
Parliament nright adopt, with a view to ameliorate the 
flftltte of Slavery, Whibh woiJtld not require, in Order to give 
them effect, the concurrence of either Colonial Magis-^ 
trates or Colc^ialJuries* 

But the objection admits of a still more comprehensive 
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answer ; painely, tbai it is a part of th)3 general pl%n pf 
improvement which the Government conteoaplates, to re- 
form the executive and judicial administratioD of the Co- 
lonies. The strong and decisive reafons which previ- 
ously existed for rescuing Governprs, Ju4g€s, apd other 
public function^iies, from a state of depei»lence on the 
favour of Colonial Assemblies, and for excluding from 
those oflSces the proprietors of. Slaves, have been amply 
confirmed and illustrated by the tran^actiona of the past 
year. Bat when a salutary change shall have been ef- 
fected in these important points of Colonial policyy there 
is no ground to apprehend that laws enacted , by the Bri- 
tish Parliament, and armed with propeyr sanctions, will 
not prove effectual to their obfect.. 

For many years it was a standing argument against the 
measure of abolishing the Slave Trade by an Act of Par- 
liament, that it would be impossible to carry that. Act 
into effect, in the Colonies, against the feelings and inter- 
ests of the whole cpmmuhity. But the execution of the 
law was, in this instance, committed to the Yice-Admi- 
t*alty Courts, which were wholly independent of the Colo- 
nial Authorities ; and West Indians not only* do not deny 
that the law has been effectual, but they affirm that it 
has never been violated. 

' If then, on their own admission, it has been found pos- 
sible, by the simple expedient of committing the execu- 
tion of the law to independent tribunals, to give effept 
to a measure which was so universally obnoxious to the 
Colonists as the abolition of the Slavo Trade, Parlia- 
ment need not to be deterred from passing laws for the 
mitigation of Slavery, by a fear of their proving inopera- 
tive^ while it has the power, by contemporaneous provi- 
sions, of giving to the Courts of Justice, and to the public 
functionaries, that independence which will go fiir to se- 
cure the due execution of its enactments, i^nd without 
which no enactments can be of any use. < 

It has been contended, however, that the British Par- 
liamenthas no right to interfere with the internal concerns 



of the Colonies, at least of those which have Legislative 
Assemblies of their own. But even if the right of inter- 
ference were not essential to tile very notfon of: supre- 
macy in the Parent Stale ^: if it were not expressly re- 
served to Parliament in the very declaratory Act which 
renounces the right of taxatioti ; if it bad not been' acted 
upon in a multitttde of instances, from the first formation 
of our Colonies down to the plresent time ; and if it werie 
not recognised by every Statesman and every Jurist, the 
reason and* the moral necessity of the case would still hie 
decisive. We give to the Slave' owd^s a monopoly of 
our markets at an annual cost' of at least a million and a 
half; and we employ our fleets and armies to keep their 
Slaves in subjection. We- involve ourselves, therefore, * 
.directly as well as indirectly, in the^ guilt of every op- 
pression which:it requires force to maintain ; and yet the 
Colonists woulil deny to this country the liberty of coii^ 
trolling and correcting the system it thus upholds* 

A threat, indeed, has been held out, thi^ if Parliament 
should atteiDpt to legislate for the Slaves, Jamaica would 
renounce her allegiance. But no one who is acquainted 
with the circumstances of that island, will consider suck 
a threat as deserving of serious notice. Its execution 
might be shown to be absolutely impossible *^i It wilt be 
recollected, too, that threats of the same kind were as^ 
loudly uttered on fiirmer occasions, and that with tke 
weak and timid they had their effect. They were em- 
ployed to prevent the abolition of the Slave Trade. The 
pnomeht, however, that that measure became die law of 
the land, the previous violence of the Colonists (those 
of Jamaica included) was hushed, and in a short tioie the 
current of feeling was so changed, that the Colonists and 
the Colonial Authorities seemed to vie with each other 
in appteuding the very measure which they had so re- 
cently denounced^ and even threatened to resist, as ruin- 
ous to their interjssts and destructive to their rights. 
The Committee, do not allude to this rapid change of sen- 



* See Note I, at the end of the Report. 
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liment and conduct for any pni^se of reprbacli; but 
tliey adduce it as an important fiict, which afibrds stitrng 
ground to expect a similar result in the present case^ 
The day, they trusty is not Jhr distant when Slavery will 
find as few advocates within the British Dominions^ as 
th« Slave Trade finds at the present tnoment. 

The efforts which have been made to introduce a re^ 
fisrm of the Slave sy^teni, have bef n encountered on this^ 
as on ibrftidr occasions^ by the most ahirtning anticipao 
ti^tts of iosvrreetien in the West Indies, whidi has been 
represented as the natural and necessary consequence, 
not aMfely of Parliftmentkry taterforenc^, btit evcrn of 
pidbifc disca^ion in this country j respecting the condition 
of flw: Slave. But wbat are the facts of the case ? 

it will be recollected, tbat last year when the question . 
of Slavery was fint agitated ih Parliament, its agitation 
was strongly objected to by the West Indians, bodi at 
home and abroad, on the ground of this apprehended 
danger. And yet sd little were the Colonists themselves 
alfeeted by the ^n^ideration, that their own newspapers, 
&mt the eondnct of irhich they possess a complete con-^ 
tronl, havn ever since been filled with the most violent 
deokMnattons on tbe subject. Those very diteussions, 
which, when they tocit place in this country, were de-< 
nounced as sure to produce the tnost disastrous results 
in the West Indies, have been uniformly republished and 
cin^lated in the newspapers of the different Colonies, 
although these are tbe only sources of ihtelligence which 
commonly meet ^e eye even of the White popiilation, 
iKJMHii(% the other classes, whether free 6r Slaves, who 
can read, have access. Nay, the instructions of Earl 
BaAwst ftimself, which l^mbodieit the proposed reforms 
of (he Slave system liknost in the form of a Mandate firom 
His Majesty, were puUislwd at length in the Colonial 
Journals, accompanied by acrtmonious and inflammatory 
comments, and, in some cases, by an avowal^ on the part 
of the banters, of a determination to resist to the utmost 
the benevolent intentions of the King and the Parliament 
towards their Slaves. And these various inflammatory 
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p^licalioni took place in the West Indies, long before, 
the sp^ific nature of Jjord Bathurst's instructions was 
known either to your Cotpnuittee or to the British public, 
to whom they were fitf t communicated through the me- 
dium of tiie Colopial press* It is surely top much, then^ 
for ibe West ladiaQs^ iluder such circuou^nces, to oh* 
j#(St tp the puUi^ discission of Slavery in Englaadi as 
pregnant with danger to the pieace of the Colonies*. For 
if ^re was any ground finr the apprehenspoi^s, of danger 
^hijoh they profess to ^entertainyr it is too obvious acour 
elusion to have been overlooked by them, that that dang^^ 
W9m jQQitneaiiirably ^nlmnced by transferring the same dis-t 
cutsion, only pondocted in a fiir more vebemeiit (and in« 
iammatory style^. to the very regio|i and atmosphere of 
8))i1i9ry. The milchlef in qn^stkin abo, if mischief thf^re 
w^e^ was in this case iqciirred without any rational obr 
jeet. In this counti^y public discussion is^necessary ; for 
how Otherwise ia the public attention tob^ ei^agedi or 
the expreasioi^ of the national seotiineut to he called forth i 
Hour are even the. Ministers of the Crofvn themselves to 
be. wabled to pursue their own Ubef al.views oh this gxeat 
subject, — 'h^set as they are by the solicitations and remon- 
strates of Colonial Proprietors and their ^dhereats, 
powerful in Parlinmentary iafluenoip, end a^ing witfi 
concert attd pereeveraiice|--Hif the friends of reformatuMi 
are tn he silent^ and to depend on the moral irtrength of 
their ,cale alohe, .unaided by the, pnhiic voice ? This lesn 
obtrusive course had been pursued for many years prior 
to the formation of this (Society ; and what was the result? 
What wad 'done for. the utifortiiniUe Slavest snbsequently 
to the abolition of the Slave Trade^. in any of the Colo- 
nies, <efireB in those in wUckihe whole le^^wlative power 
rested with the Crown f S^ll we thai prosiouiioo pablie 
discussion i^ thi9 country io be unnecessary i 

In the Colfme?) hoivever, no similar necessity for piib* 
lie discussion, throtugh the medium of the press, oan be 
aU^e4 to exist. There no difference of opiition appeiu's 
to.be etntertained on this sui]gect ; none at least dares Iq 
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show itself. The Planters resident in the Coloni^s^eefti 
all agreed that Slavery ought to be maintained for ever. 
To agitate the question there is, therefore, most n^edlessty 
and gratuitously to provoke the evil they affect to dr6ad. 
At least, 'while they thus act, they ought not to tell us,' at 
the same moment, that by agitating the subject at the di- 
stance of four or five thousand miles, we are exciting in- 
surrection, conflagration, and massilcre. 

Besides, if the events passing at so great a distance 
were likely to produce an injurious effisct on the slaves, 
for example, of Jamaica, how has it happened that the 
existence of Hayti, almost within their view, should have 
hitherto exercised no periceptibie influence Upon them ? 
Such a result might fairly have been anticipated ; andy^ 
it does not appear that the vicinity of Hayti, with all its 
insurrectionary lessons, (whatever' the' recent ceaseless 
and vehement agitation of the question of Slavlery in- the 
Colonial Journals may hav^ effected,) has ever prodniced 
any 'material sensation among the Staves. It is tberefbre 
obviously going too far, to tepriesent mere- discussion in 
this country ;as calculated to endanger the public tran- 
quillity and to excite insurre;ction amolig them. 

But we are told that plots and seditious conspiracies 
have dcdurred in Jamaica; and that these have pro- 
ceeded from the rash and misdirected eflbtts of this'So- 
ciety. But, not to mention the exaggeration to^ which 
fear, even when honest,* almost always gives rise,' and 
which is sure to be increased when, as in the present case, 
interest, passion and prejudice add their united influence ; 
it may safely be affirmed'th^t, in every case where plots 
and conspirncies have reafly occurred in that island, it 
would be much more rational to ascribe them to the in. 
flammatory publications of the Colonial Journalists, to 
the intemperance of the Parochial Meetings, and to the 
loudly avowed determination of the Planters not to act 
on the recommendation of His Majesty's Governitient'fbr 
improving the condition of their Slaves, than to the pro- 
ceedings of a Society of which the Slaves could not know 
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^nyj Uiing but through channels wholly under the- con- 
tr^ul pf their masteirs. 

la poipt of fact, however, the Committee have^as yet. 
seen, nothing to. qpnvince them thatany such evils have 
pq^urred in Jamaica. Ten or twelve Slaves, indeed, have 
^en tried and executed in thi^t island as conspirators 
against its peace. Put ypur Committee^ are not aware 
t^tmy one ot^er^ act pf rebellion h{|s ever been proved, 
or bap ey^n been alleged iq bavp taken place there. 

' Some persons of colour, subjects of His Majesty, have 
also been seized and forcibly transported from the island 
9S con^irators, without a. trial, and without the specilS- 
cation of any offence. These men, born in Jamaica, 
and possessing property there, were forcibly torn from 
tbeir wives and fiimilies, and exiled as felons, withont 
any adequate cause being assigned for.^ this outrage* 
They have since made their way to England, and are at 
this moment seeking redress for their wrongs, and the re? 
paration of their ruined fortunes. 

As for the rumoured -conspiracies in other islands, 
namely, in St. Lucia, Trinidad, and Dominica, there has 
not only occurred no act of violence to justify the belief 
of them,, but there Jias not even occurred, as in Jamaica, 
the atrial jor condemnation of a single Slave for entertain- 
ing rebellious purposes, :or for that crime peculiar to the 
We^t^India Statute Book, .of ^' imagining the death of a 
White man." 

No political manoeuyre, .however, is more easy or safe 
than pretences ;of plots in societies like those of the 
West Indies. . During every period of the Slave Trade 
controversy, they were jresorted to as convenient means 
of defence against the proposed abolition of thattraflSc. 
It would have been strange, therefore, if there had been 
anyidearth of them at a time when such alarms were 
likely to be regarded as the best ^expedient to avert the 
deprecated reformation of a system in which almost all 
the -Colonists supposed their interests as well as their 
character ♦to be more or Jess involved. 
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One conspiracy^ indeed, though of a most shallow find 
inartificial texture, appears to hare been actually fermed, 
and one insnrrection has most calamitously taken place, 
namely, that of which the public has hisard so much,— 
the reTok of the Slaves in Demera^a. In that Colony 
there weve some pficuliar pri^isposiiig diuses to such an 
ermtf arising from the pr6>-eminent harshness of the 
Slave iystem prevailing there, and froih the rellgiduti 
persecutions to which, in addition to all their other su& 
feringSi mftny of the Slaves were sobjected in the course 
of the la6t year. While the irritation produced by thii^ 
state of things was at lis height, the Negroes lemwt Hiat 
His Majesty had itistrueted the Cokmial Governlneiit to 
adopt certain measures for alleviating the rigours of thcfir 
ooadiium. Iiigtead of exflertencihg, howevevj the ex- 
pected alleviations, there is reason to fear that they found 
the hardiAip of their state rather increased than dimi* 
nished. However this may have beeii, it was nkturaf 
that they should be anxious to obtain clearer information 
on a subject whidh to them was of extreme iiiportaitce. 
It seeiM to bav^ beett chiefly with this view tbak/cn Hm^ 
19th <^f iMigUBt 1893, die Skves of a particular districC 
agreed to strihe worii ; and, iir order to seeur^ themselves 
against the vigorcHis measures of reprenioo whielf they 
retisoiiably Anticipated^ they forcibly seised sweb arms aei 
they QQuM pmeure oa the plantations, andf eonfined in 
the stocks several managers and overseers. The arms, 
however, appear Id have been served chiefly to prevent 
theirbeifig turned against themselves ; and it is the tes-' 
timony of Crovemor Murray hJoisel^ writing on the 
26tb of August ^2d, wheft i^irs ]»d already assumed 
a " peaceable aspect^" thast he had ^* not heard of any 
Whites having been ideliberately murdered by the mis- 
gu^d Slaves/' On one plalitation where the Whit#& 
resisted, two of them were killed; But it does Hot ap- 
pear that^ except ih this instance, the insurgents took 
the life of a single individual, Or tiwt they demolished k 
single house, or set lire to a ni^le cane pbce. 
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And eYen in the excepted case wliick hat tiecai men- 
tioned, the Committee are credibly informed that sereral 
of the insorgents were killed by dhota frete the house 
i)efore they retnrned the fire, and that when they had 
succeeded in entering the hease, they spared the liTes of 
the agister and mistress, who feU into their haBd% (the 
latter of whom had been slightly woinnded,) and did aat 
afterwards ii^ict on them the slightest personal hurt^ 

Here, then, we have a serrile insurrection, divested of 
almost all those acts of rapine and bloodriMd by which 
Buoh events have usjually been characterised ; an inmiiv 
reettbn milch more i^aakigpuB to those tuaiqlts which oc^ 
casionally occur among woriLmen in this, country, when 
they conceive themselves toh^ve been aggrieved by th^ 
employers, than to ^ traitorous conspiracy or rebettiai. ef 

Slavesr 

The case, however, was otherwise viewed ia Demerahu 
Notwithstanding the moderation and forbearaaee, pre^ 
viously unexampled, wi4h which the refractory Slaves 
conducted themselves, seeking n^ilher to take away lift 
ttor to des^oy property, their iosubordinatioa was vi- 
sited with a tremendous vengeance. How many httii-> 
dreds were slaughtered without resistance in the field, or 
hunted down l^ the Indians, who were called in lo pur-» 
sue them in their flight into the w4M>d8 andawaaips; how 
many on beitig taken wens shot witb<mt the ceremony of a 
trial, or have since been executed by the sentence <^ 
Courts Mmrtial ; and how many more have had the flesh 
torn firom their qui vering limbs by cruel whipping^ tothe 
extent even of a thousand lashes, we have not accurately 
hoards But if the irr^alar proceedings and refractory 
* conduct of the leaves in this insttfnce ; if their impatience 
to knew what were those alleviations of their coaditiew 
which the reported beoev<4ence of their Sovereign 
really deugned for them ; conid only have been mipiatod 
by such t& prodigality of blood, what ^n we imagine 
would hsLW^ been the nature and extent of the panish- 
ments to which they would have been suligected, had 
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they added to the crime of insubordination those of con- 
flagration and massacre ? 

The limits of a Report Will not allow the Committee 
to dwell on the circumstances attending the trials of those 
unhappy persons : they appear to them to have been con- 
ducted with i^n extraordinary disregard of the customary 
forms of judicial proceeding. The public^ however, 
has a fair opportunity of appreciating the spirit in which 
justice was likely to be administered to thQse Slaves, by 
the ample details published respecting another trial, 
that of Mr. Smith, the Missionary, upon which such 
a flood of light has been thrown by the recent discusr 
sions in the House of Commoris. In the case of that 
deeply injured individual, who, as a White man, came 
within the pale of .Colonial, privilege, every recogtiised 
principle of law and justice was grossly and openly vio*^ 
fated. And ii^ in hisi case, which it must have been known 
would attract considerablenotice^asw^U as excite deep 
interest in this country, and in w^ich a man of talents 
and information, aided, for a part at least of his trial, 
by Counsel, had to defend himself from charges utterly 
groundless.; , if, in such a case, all those principles haVe 
been so.palpably; and ! flagrantly outraged j what measure 
of fairness and impartiality was to be expected in the case 
•of wretched and Ignorant Slaves, standing pinioned be- 
fore their judges, unacquainted with the English lan- 
guage, uninformed of the specific charges against them 
until they were, placed at the bar, and wholly unaided 
by legal advice ? This is indeed a most afiecting con- 
sideration. 

It is obviously impossible for the Committee, in this 
Report, to enter into an exposition of Mr. Smith's case; 
nor is it now necessary. It is one, the enormity of which 
early riveted the public attention, and which, having 
been. brought under the consideration of Parliament by 
an . honourable gentleman, Mr. Brougham, one of the 
Vice Presidents of this Society, eminently qualified to 
exhibit its real nature, has produced Ibroughout the couh- 
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try one concurrent sentiment of indignation and abhor* 
rence. It would be vain for the Committee even to at- 
tempt to pay to that distinguished Senator, and to his 
honoured associates in the task of vindicating the fame of 
this traduced and persecuted Missionary, the tribute of 
praise to which they are entitled. Their efforts will live 
in the hearts of a grateful people, who have to count it 
anlidng the blessings of the highest order with which 
Providence has crowned their lot, that they number 
among them men, so richly endowed, who are willing to 
devotee their superior powers and attainments to expose 
oppvession, and to vindicate in every corner of the Bri« 
tish Empire the reign of law and justice and humanity. 

The Committee cannot, however, entirely quit this sub- 
ject without marking in the. strongest manner the detest- 
ation they feel, in common with the community at large, 
of the cruelty and injustice of which that excellent indi- 
vidual Mr. Smith has been the victim; and expressing 
also their deep and cordial sympathy' with his afflicted 
.widow, for whose benefit they trust that an ample Sub- 
scription will be raised by the public. 

It would be unpardonable not to add a tribute of ap- 
plause to one most respectable and meritorious Colonist 
of Demerara^'the Rev« Mr. Austin, a Clergyman of the 
Church of England, who, though connected with the Go. 
vernment as its Chaplain, and employed by it on a Com- 
mission of Inquiry, one main object of which was to find 
matter of inculpation against Mr. Smith, was so &r from 
lending himself to the work of persecution that, becoming 
convinced of the innocence of that devoted ^Missionary, 
he fearlessly gave an upright and honourable testimony 
in his fevour ; and afterwards, with singular courage and 
generosity, opposed himself to a torrent of popular rage 
and prejudice, in order to prevent, by the avowal of his 
undisguised opinion, the effusion of innocent blood. 

In these: transactions, and in others which have occurred 
elsewhere, you^ Committee have the pain to recognise 
not merely a disregard of the ordinary rules of law and 
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of the principles of justice, but a spirit hostile to the 
amelioration and improvement of the condition of the 
Negro population, and especially to their, religious in- 
struction. 

This spirit has, if p68sible, been still more strongl^r 
marked in the island of Barbadoes than even in Deme- 
rara itself. Your Committee here allude to the shame- 
ful outrages and persecutions whicb the Methodist Mis- 
sionary, Mr. Shrewsbury, experienced at the hands of the 
White population of that island, and which are likely to 
become the subject of parliamentary investigation. 

The circumstances which have been alluded to have 
certainly tended to damp still more the hope of any effectual 
concurrence on the part of the West Indian Assemblies, 
or other Colonial bodies, in the work of reformation. 
The Committee are most happy at the same time to be 
able to point out many exceptions to this too prevalent dis- 
position. Many individual proprietors, as M^ell as some 
of the Colonial Assemblies, seem actuated by a different 
spirit, in regard to religious instruction, from the inhabit- 
ants of Demerara and Barbadoes ; and the desire to im- 
part the blessings of Christianity to their Slaves appears to 
be extending itself among them. May it increase more and 
more, and may its effects be more generally manifested ! 

Your Committee will now proceed to lay before tlie 
Meeting the proceedings which have taken place in Par- 
liament on this momentous subject during the present 
Session. 

The fotlpwing reference was made to it in His Ma- 
* jesty's Speech at the opening of the Session : 

'^ His Majesty has commanded us to acquaint you that 
he has not been inattentive to the desire expressed by the 
House of Commons in the last Session of Parliament, 
that means should be devised for ameliorating the coiidi. 
tion of the Negro Slaves in the West Indies. 

^^ His Majesty has directed the necessary information 
relating to this subject to be laid before you. 

<^ His Majesty, is confident that you will afford your 
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be^t attention and asBiBlance to any proposition which 
may be submitted to you for promoting the moral im- 
provenient of the Negroes, by an extended plan of reli- 
gions instruction, and by such other measures as may gra- 
dually conduce to the same end. 

^' But His Majesty earnestly recommends to you, to 
treat the whole subject with the calmness and the discre^ 
tion which it demands. 

•^^ It is a subject perplexed with difficnlties which no 
sudden effort can disentangle. 

'^ To excite exaggerated expectations in those who 
are the objects of your benevolence, would be as fatal to 
their welfare as to that of their employers ; and His 
Majesty assures him9elf you will bear in mind that, in the 
correction of a Iong*-standing and complicated system^ in 
which' the fortunes and the 'safety of large classes of His 
MajeSty^s subjects are involved, that course of proceeding 
is alone likely to attain practical good, and to avoid ag- 
gravation of evil, in whicbdue regard shall be paid to 
considerations of justice, and in which caution shall 
temper eeal." 

On the 16th of March the papers alluded to in, the 
King^s Speech were laid before Parliament; and on 
that day Mf. Canning in the House of Commons^ and 
Lord Batfaurst in the House of Lords, delivered a de- 
tailed statement respecting the proceedings and intentions 
of Crovernment on the subject of Colonial Slavery* An 
Order of the King in Council was laid upon the table, 
prescribing various measures of reform which it had been 
determined to institute, with as little delay as possiUO) in 
the island of Trinidad. As it is professedly the model 
by which all ulterior measures of Colonial reform are to 
be regulated, it wcnild have become the duty of your Com- 
mittee to examine at length the nature and effects of the 
various provisions of this* Order in Council, if die present 
occasion would have admitted of their doing so. But al. 
though the details of this examination must of necessity 
be reserved for another opportunity^ the Committee 

c8 
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would now briefly state that the proposed regulations ap* 
pear to them to be founded on right principles, and to 
constitute important practical improvements of the ex- 
isting system ; not, however, without niany defects, which 
the Committee hope may, on a prpper representation of 
the case, be remedied/ In the mean time it is satisfactory 
to remark the unequivocal admission of the general cor- 
rectness of the statements, promulgated by the Committee 
on the -subject of Slavery, which this measure implies. 
Upwards of a year of strenuous controversy has passed 
since the system of colonial bondage was brought into 
discussion in Parliament. Every assertion which the 
opponents of that system ventured to make, has been 
keenly contested* The King's Ministers haVe had the 
opportunity of weighing the conJ9icting testimony of the 
adverse parties, as well as of ascertaining, by official in- 
-vestigations, the true state of the case; and though they 
have pronounced no express decision on the various points 
in controversy, they have adopted resolutions, and issued 
orders and instructions, which virtually admit the exist- 
ence of most of the evils with which tlie system was 
charged. 

If the Reforms, however, prescribed by this Order in 
Council were confined to Trinidad, not more than about 
a fortieth part of the Slave population in the British do- 
minions would be benefited/ But it is the declared inten- 
tion of His, Majesty's Ministers to extend the same system 
to St. Lucie, Demerara, Berbice, and the Mauritius ; 
and also, as far as it has not been already anticipated, to 
the Cape of Good Hope. " These six Colonies compre- 
hend a population of about 220,o6d Slaves. But even 
afler these have become the subjects of this amended 
system, there will still remain about 600,000 Slaves, re- 
siding in Colonies which have local legislatures^ whom the 
proposed reforms by Royal Authority will not reach. 
It seems to be the present purpose of His Majesty's Go- 
vernment to proceed with these Colonies in the way of 
recommendation and example. The Trinidad Order in 



21 

Council is to be presented to them as a model for their 
imitation, and they are to be invited to copy it. When the 
Committee, however, look back to the history of the last 
36 years, or even to the transactions of the last 12 months, 
they find it difficult to indulge a hope that the Assemblies 
will accede, in any effectual way, to such improvements as 
these ; or that they will concur in such further measures 
for the gradual abolition of Slavery itself, as His Majesty's 
Ministers have it in contemplation hereafter to adopt. In- 
deed it cannot be expected. that the Colonists should will- 
ingly promote an end which they continue loudly and 
peremptorily to declare to be absolute ruin to all their in- 
terests. And certainly the success which they seem to 
think, though we believe on no just ground, has attended 
their clamours^ is not likel]^^ to check, but rather to en- 
courage, that spirit of resistance which they have mani- 
fested, and which nothing but a fear of incurring the dis- 
pleasure of Parliament, and calling into action its com- 
pulsory powers, is likely effectually to restrain. 

What measures His Majesty's Government will adopt 
in case of that continued resistance which your Committee 
anticipate, it remains to be seen. In the mean time their 
language implies that they mean to wait in the expecta- 
tion of soon finding in the Assemblies a more respectful 
and complying disposition. 

The Committee will most sincerely rejoice should this 
expectation be realized. , The condemna.tion, however, 
of the bjenev<;4ent purposes of Government, continues to 
be too loud and indignant to justify the hope of the early 
and effectual co-pperation <of the Colonial Assemblies. 
And let it not be forgojtten that the delay thus produced, 
to the length of which there is no express limit, is of it- 
self a great evil. Besides the dangers to be apprehended 
fromsuspense and. agitation, the nation contracts addi- 
tional guilt by the unnecessary, postponement of those 
reforms, the moral obligation pf which has been unequi- 
vocally admitted. The. delay is also a real calamity io 
the great mass of the Slave population. Your Committee 
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can discover no good reason for withholding from thtf 
Slaves in the other islands the same alleviations^ at the 
least^ which have been granted to those in Trinidad; 
They can see no good reason, for instance, why woitien 
should still Continue liable to be shamelessly exposed and 
flogged in Jamaica, Barbaddes, &c. * why the driving 
whip should be still employed there; Why Mattiage 
should still be without any legal sanction in these Cdlo^ 
nies ; why facilities should not be given there also to ma- 
numissions ; and why the exclusion of the evidence of 
Slaves should continue to be Upheld there inallits rigour^ 
making it confessedly impossible to give to apparentl';^ 
protecting laws their just eflFect. 

The friends of Colonial Reform are accnsed of impa- 
tience and precipitation. They are told that an evil 
wUch is the growth of ages cannot be cured in an faour^ 
and that the terminhlion of Slavery, in order to be* safe, 
must be very slowly progressive. ' * * ' 

But admitting this proposition^ the duty is so much th^ 
more urgent to commence the necessary work' without 
delay ; and it has nbt even been prete^ed that what may 
"be safely done in Trinidad or Berbiee, is liltogelh^r titi^ 
safe in St. Vincent*^, Barbados or Jamaica. 

The argument for delay, whicb h^ been drawn from 
the alleged inveteracy and antiquity of tlto' -evil to be 
cured, appears however to youi* Coibtnittee 4o have no 
force whatever when applied to the cas^ of kiSknt or im- 
tyom Slaved, or even to Colonies of recent formation. 
What indeed, in the oldest Cirfenies, constitf^tes the ob^ 
stacie to Em'tincipattbn, but •the effects* prt>diiced by- the 
habits of Slavery on th^ (Character of the individual who 
has been long subjected to it? To prepare the Slaved for 
the proper use of freedom, is not more diffieiilt bcfeaioe 
Slavery has existed for ages, than if it bad 6¥^i began at 
their birth. It is idle therefore to talk' of Slavery being 
an ancient institution, or of its having-been known jn' all 
ages and countries, as if these circumstanees augfnented 
the difficulties or the necessary delays erf its termination 
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ift the Coloaies af Qreat Britaip* So to reason against 
thpse.who chiefly aim at the freedom of the rising gene- 
ration, and of children yet uqborn, is altogether irrelevant 
and misplaced* If there reaUy exist any evils for the 
^ure of which a. jingle genetation is not sufficient, let 
tbeo) be pointed out ; and in the mean time be it recol- 
lected, that the difficulty of curing a moral malady, when 
inyeteri^te,.i3 clearly the strongest argument, not for de- 
lay, but for speedy in checking its further progression. 

Another arguoient, which has been most strongly in- 
sisted upon, by West Indians and their advocates, has 
been., that little |n the way . pf industry is to be expected 
from the voluntary exertiops. of emancipated Slaves. It 
nKould pf Qpur^e be impossible to discuss at large, on this 
occasion, the comparative advantages of Free and Slave 
labour ; but this is in. fact rendered qnnecessary by many 
of the publications of the Society which are already in the 
hands of the subscribers. If any one point in pplitical 
science is more clearly e^ablished than another, it is, that 
free labour is more advantageous than slave labour ; and 
this very ppint ipay, as your Committee conceive, be ir- 
refragably established by the very example : which ha^ 
chiefly been relied uppq as prpying the contrary,, namely, 
the ca^e of St* Donfingp.. . 

- ^' The sugar exported froni St. Qpmingp, previously to 
the eijifancipatioii pf the Slaves," say the West Indians, 
'^ was 160 iniUioas of pounds ; but since free labour has 
been established, that island does not manufacture enough 
for it8 own consumption." The inference intended tp be 
drawn from this fact is, that the emaqcipation of Slaves 
will tei^d to. diminish if iiot to destroy prpductipn. Bi|t 
wh^t is the real state of the case with respect to St. X)o- 
niiiigo ? In the firsit place, it is not true tha^ St. pomingo 
does not 'grow sugar for its own consumption* In the 
,y<9ar 18i22, besides satisfying^ its own (}^mand, ^ certain 
quai^ity, indicated by the figures 632^451, i^ap expprted 
thence, chiefly to France* It is not clear, .whether this 
quantity is. intended to specify pounds or hundred weights; 
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but whether it be the one or the other, it proves that 
there is an excess of the article over the island demand. 
But this is not alL 

The Frencl\ officers, General La Croix and Colonel 
Malenfant, who were present in that island between 1795 
to 1B09, and who have published their observations apod 
its state during that period, have concurred in affirming 
that under the government of Toussaint Louverture St. 
Domingo, though the Slaves had all been emancipated, 
rapidly recovered its prosperity. There had been a great 
destruction of labourers, and those chiefly of the most effi- 
cient description, in consequence of the desolating wars 
that had taken place ; and the army necessarily occupied 
many hands. Yet, making due allowance for these cir- 
cumstances, it is'doubtful whether either the produce of 
the soil or the profit of the planter was inferior to what 
it had been at any former period. 

In 1802 a French army landed in St. Domingo, and a 
war of extermination followed. Few, if any, sugar-works 
escaped the general devastation; and considering the cir- 
cumstances in which that island has since been placed, — 
that it is still liable to be invaded by France, and that its 
independence, which it has enjoyied de facto for upwards 
of twenty years, is still unacknolviedged by a single Eii- 
ropean power ;-^it surely could not have been expected 
that any individual Haytian should have set about re- 
erecting sugar- Woii[s. To do so would not only require 
considerable capital, but it would be exposing the capital 
so employed to the immineiit risk of total loss. To frame 
permanent erections, would also have been inconsistent 
>witb the preconcerted plan of defence, against an invading 
force, adopted by the Haytian Government^ whicii is to 
deprive that force, as much as possible, of all the means 
of shelter. 

' But independently of these considerations, has the price 
of sugar, as compared with other articles of tropical pro- 
duction, been such, since the year 1804, astopresent any 
strong temptation to the Hayttans to engage, under their 



peculiar circumstances, in the expensive erection of sn*^ 
gar- works ? Has sugar been so profitable an article du^ 
ring the last twenty years, as to induce, the freemen of 
Hayti, unaided indeed; but also, be it remembered, unfet- 
tered as they have been in their proceedings by Metropo- 
litan mortgagees, to encounter the rarious formidable 
risks which its culttire and mafiufacture must have oc- 
casioned ? 

The first object with the liberated Haytians naturally 
was, to cultivate such articles as were required for their 
own subsistence and comfort. In this object tihey have 
succeeded. The island abounds with provisions. Food 
is as cheap and as abundant in Hayti as perhaps in any 
other part of the world. 

Another consequence arising from the emancipation of 
the Slaves iti Hayti, has been such a rapid increase of the 
population, as not only to repair the waste arising from 
their cruel and exterminating wars, but tQ raise dieir 
number, considerably above what it had been at any 
former period; and this whilst, in the British Colonies, 
the population has been rapidly decreasing. 

But is it true, as has been insinuated, that Hayti raises 
no exportable produce ? Or is sugar the only article^ the 
large export of which is an unequivocal sign of indttstty ? 
Coffee, Cocoa, Cotton, Ginger, Pimento, Hides, Maho- 
gany, and Logwood, require, indeed, no expensive erec- 
tions like sugar ; but they require, no less than sugar, the 
exertion of industry. Now, that of such articles Hayti 
exports a very considerable quantity, is manifest from 
the following facts. The tonnage of the United States 
employed in the trade of Hayti, in the year ending Sep- 
tember 1821, was stated in the official returns to Congress 
for that year to amount to 50,000 tons ; and the value of 
the imports into the United States from Hayti, in the 
same year, to amount to 2,240,237 dollars, or upwards of 
half a million sterling ; the exports from the United Slates 
to Hayti being nearly of the same amount. This was of 
course wholly independent oftl^e trade of that island with 



other parb o&tfie world ; and it was. at a time alsp when 
the diosensions 'within the idand ityelf^ and the increased 
danger of invasion arising from those dissensions, served 
greatly to paralyse ihe efforts o( industry* Since the 
whole island, however, has been united under one head, 
and soi^ewhat greater security h^s thus been given to 
property, its increasing Goipiperce affords the best proof 
of increasing industry and prosperity. From the official 
returns of the commerce of Hay ti for 1822, it appears that 
the value of its imports in that year» notwitbstanjding the 
armies it maintains, and the sense of insecurity still ne- 
eeasarily arising from the non-recognitipp of its independ- 
ence by France, amounted to upwards of thirteen mi^ 
lions of dollars, or nearly three millions sterling, a sufii 
which it js believed is more than double t||^ yalue of the 
merchandize imported injto Jamaica for thp consumptioq 
of that island. For these three millions sterling, pay^ 
ment, it is obvious, must necessarily havQ befsn made iq 

t|b6 produce of Hay tian labour. . 

Qui St. Domingo is by no m^eans t^e only instance 
which might be adduced of tlie mldQ^bted efficacy of j^h^ 
same iporal motive^ in tbe oiinds of Negroes, wben f^nifin- 
cqiated from the cart whip, which are found universally 
to ppi^r^Ae OB thof^ of Whites. Th^ cj^^e of Guadaloupe 
during its seven yeafs of freedom ; tb^ caa^ ^f Siprr^ 
Jjepoe ; ti^t of the t^umerous free Blacks, an^ People of 
Colour in Janiaica, Trinid^, Gr/enada, and our other 
Islan}tls, whp> ilotw^h^tandipg their civil aipid {iplitic;a} 
deg^rad^tion, b^vjs gr^wn rapidly in numbers and ij^ 
m»9\th % thje cas^ also of l^iuu^reds of thousands pf emaur 
jcipstited $lav9S9 ^pne^a^ otrpr t^e continents of Norjthiin.d 
So^th Ai^ierJGa 5 ^Jl ef>^c^v ia .prpvfng, if prpof were ne^ 
/cessary^ the a{4itude of the N^rp race to acquire ^biM 
hfifix pf in4fP9try #nd of c^vil subordination. 
. If jlehis be denieKf, let the {examples be exhibited of bo- 
d^^pf^^egrpes.yvhp, afjter having been emancipated from 
the yoke of Sift very, have made ^0 advance in the ^cale 
of social improvement ; and if, as the Coi^ipittee believe^ 
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no such examples can bd produced^*^Q^yih'9^ past ^^'^ 
perieiice has been of an opposite ksnclr^Hr^eafi^n^blQlfi 
resist or discourage the progress of emancipation i^WQ^ 
the Slaves in our own Colonies, <m thejbiare upprehiemio^ 
that they will abuse the liberty which may te jetmc^d^d 
to them, to purposes of disorder ^nd rapine ; tp the df^r 
struction of property, the overthrow of civil rule, and the 
extermination of their White brethren ? The instancy 
which has been chiefty reUed upon to support this ^^ew 
of tte case, namely, St. Domingo, furnishes, when justly 
considered, « most satis&ctory confutation of* it. Put 
into that question, after the able elucidation of rt.]i>y 
Mr* Stephen'^ and Mr.Glarksont, itwillbjei:ttnfiece8sary 
now to ent^r. > > 

Hitherto, unfortunately^ the whole qu^stioQ^^i^ancir 
patidn has been viewed as a question involving pp^ibte 
benefits indeed to the Slave^ but injury if not ruin jto tj^p 
Master. Theme, therefore, who have a4vocated the cause 
of emancipation, have been regarded ias.actuated.by a ho^** 
tile'spirit towards the PlanteDS^ or at lea^ ^ tx>taljy re- 
gardkes of (Adr interests, and insenpiJ^le to ^^tV daager&. 
Siich, most uliquieBtionably, are npt the views wd ^^Ungs 
of your Committee. Although their urgent »I94 irresi^ir 
ble motives to exertion in favour of t)ie Afripa,n r^^ }^ 
the inherent and incurable Jnjusti^ iaud inhMD^sw^y p|* 
Slavery, uaiv^sally acknowledged whfin Wibi^es ^x^ t)ie 
fiubftcte of jt,ibutequally true wben the N^egrpis its v;c|^ ; 
and although they l^eUeve th«^ KmaiieipatiQii, wlviji^ |)t is 
^aJLsdfor by every moral :iuid rdjgj^usf^ w^lle^ ^liti- 
«al ^obligation, iwiU provteM ynspeak^able lileiisipg t9.]tjb^ 
Slavea ; yet they afi9 persuaded that the ^(ai^ter^ ,M[ill ,1^ 
priopoiitionably benefited l^ the chaiKge. Supping qi^y 
•tfaiat froedom if^ HfUUmigiy conceded by thoimaste^ W^W^i 
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* See ^15 Crisis qf the Sug^r Colonies, his Opportunity or Rea^ns 
for an Alliance with St. t)omingo,and his Historyof ToussaSntLouv^rtare. 

f Se« his Thoughts on the Necessity of Improving the ConAtidn'of 
the Slaves with b view to £mancipatien. 1 • . . 
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extorted by-fiirce^ your Committee are satisfied that, iit 
a pecuaiary point of view, the result would be still more 
advantageous to the higher than to the lower classes of 
society. If there be any one axiom in political science^ 
your Committee repeat it, which is more impregnably 
founded than another in the nature of things, and which 
is more satisiactorily confirmed by the experience of ages, 
itisthiSj — ^thatthelabouroftheFreeinanismoreprofitable, 
not only to the State but to the capitalist who employs 
him, than the labour of the Slave. Has the English Lord 
or the Livonian or Esthonian Noble less reason than the 
Villein or the Serf himself to rejoice in the emancipation 
of the labouring classes, which has taken place in those 
countries respectively^ though at very distant periods of 
time ? On this whole subject so much light has recently 
been thrown, among others, by Mr. Adam Hodgson in his 
Letter to M. Say, and by Mr. Cropper in his various 
pamphlets, as to leave nothing to be said upon it beyond 
what is to be found in their writings. The conviction: 
produced by those writings in the minds of your Com- 
mittee, has been strengthened by a consideration, not 
only of the argument from analogy, but of the peculiar 
circumstances of Colonial {nroprietors. And your Com- 
mittee conceive that, under these circumstances, the 
conversion of their Slaves into a free peasantry would 
more effectually relieve them from their almost universal 
state of pecuniary embarrassment, than all the bounties 
and protecting duties which they at pre^nt enjoy. 

But while your Committee feel persuaded of the supe^ 
riority of free ov^r slave labour, and of the advantage 
which would result to the master himself, both as a land^ 
owner and a capitalist, from the substitution of the for- 
mer for the latter ; let it not be supposed that they are 
desirous of shrinking from their share of the burden of 
any loss which this great measure of policy may cause to 
individuals. They admit that the existence of Slavery 
is a national crime ; and that the nation, in getting rid of 
it, should take care that no individual shall sustain an 
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undue portion of the loss wbick may thereby be incurred. 
But, on the other hand, the Planters, to Mitide themselves 
to a fair indemnity, ought willingly and cordially to co- 
operate with the Nation at large, in bringing this great 
moral and political evil to the earliest possible termina- 
tion. Of. 8uc|i cooperation, however, judging from the 
past^ the Committee, are forced to confess, that they dare 
not indulge any very sanguine hope. At the same time 
they^^readily admit, that there is a wide distinction to be 
taken betweea many enlightened West Indians residing 
in England, and the great body of planters, agents, ma- 
nagers, and overseers, who form the White population 
of. the Colonies ; who. (here engross all power, civil and 
political, to the exclusion of every other class; and whose 
dominion>over the Slaves has no effectual limit, but is, to 
all practical purposes, absolute dnd uncontrolled. ^ It is 
natural, that men in the possession of such unmeasured 
despotism (and what mind is strong enough to resist its 
malign influence ?) should eagerly endeavour to maintain 
their preeminence, and should resent and resist, to the 
utmost of their power, every attempt, however just and 
expedient, to abridge their authority, or to prevent its 
abuse ; and still more the purpose of reducing them to a 
fitate of subjection to the same laws, the equal protection' 
of which it is proposed to extend to the Slaves. 
• It is not a little remarkable, as illustrating the distinc- 
tion which . has been adverted to between the Planters' 
resident in Great Britain and'thdse resident io the Co- 
lonies, that the same resolutions of the Legtalature, and 
the same measures of Government, which have spread the 
flame of dissatisfaction, and almost of rebellion among 
the Whites from one end of the Antilles to the other, 
should have been generally assented to and' acquiesced 
in by every West Indian in Parliament. ' 

The Committee at the same time iqannot advert with- 
out regret to the doctrines advisedly maintained and pro- 
mulgated by the West Indian body resident in this^ountry, 
in the Resolutions which they adopted at a Meeting held 
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on ihtt iofh iS'ebruary lat^^ and in which tb^y asseirt a 
right of ptGf^tiy in the Ni^roet, their fellow aien add 
MiMr iittbje<el8^ kn abeoltitid and unqualified aa that wfaeh 
te pMsettted in anf inaaimttte «haUcl« . 

Herein, indeed, conrists that iaeffiiceable distinction 
betv^eien the two parlieft, which diaeouraget thd hope of 
^bmpromise <lr cooperalion. Yoar Oommittde^ and all 
who tate their view of Uie mibjeet, ma^ not only consent 
to delay, but may conBi^tently r^oommend it^ as affording 
the best means of ensuring to the tnjared Negro race the 
Ml benefit of their intended deliverance^ They may, 
and they do, most earnestly wish to accomplish this great 
end with •the smaltest personal risk and the least iafem6«' 
diate disadvantage tathe Slave owner. They^ may cheer^ 
fally submit to their share of any loss which shall be 
proved to be incurred by the change; but Aey cannot 
yield one atom bf their principle. That nothing can jus- 
tify the making one man a Slave, 6r even the retention 
of one man in Slavery, longer than the real benefit of 
the Slave himself, viewed in all his circumstBiices and 
relations, may require^ Every step to beiaktn ought to 
conduce to that^nd, and will be more or less valuable in 
proportion to its tendency to accomplish it with the least 
•possible delay and danger. The mitigation of the enor- 
mous evils incident to the servile state is, in itaeli^ a real 
and a great good — undeniably so ; but it is yet chiefly im- 
portant as preparing the Slave for the fullest enjojrment 
of his imprescriptible rights Liberty, by raising his con- 
dition, meliorating his moral feelings and habits, and af- 
^rding the means of opening his mind to a sense of the 
duties as well as the blessings of his new situation. To 
•grant this amelioration, not as a means but as an end to 
be rested in«-^to concede as a favour that they shall be 
less worked and better fed, more conveniently lodged and 
•more fully clothed, nay, perhaps even somewhat' in- 
stracted, but all without any reference to eventual li- 
berty either fi>r themselves or their children — is, in the 
opinion of your Committee, a determination to go on for 
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ever smiling against man and God — denj^ing or refu^iig 
to acknowledge the eternal distinction' between tke ra* 
tional and this bi^te creation<^^«n insult iqpcn hnmaaity^ 
and a mockery of ju8tice--and ia at the same time no less 
absurd than it is crnninaL 

It is impossible also Hot to regret, that while the lead- 
ing West IntKans in this country have asselited to the 
ilesolutions of Parliament, and have professed to ae« 
quiesce in the plans of His Majesty's Ministers, they 
have not employed their influence more effectually with 
their own' servants and dependants abroad^ in objlaining 
from them a similar assent and acquiescence. If this^ 
however, be not ere long accomplished, Pariianftot will 
t>f necessity be driven to consider what means it |>06- 
sesses, independently of the €!ololiists, for carrying lAto 
effect its wishes with respect to Colonial bondage* 

The first and most obvious means has be<sn already 
adverted to, namely, that of direct Parliamentary in. 
terference. It sterns to your Committee (thejr say it 
with deference) the clear right, and, that right established, 
the imperative duty, of Parliament to undertake itself 
the work of Colonial reform, and to carry it on steadily 
and perseveringly to its consummation. Any doubts on 
the question of right, which speck>us analogies may faavb 
been employed tot^raise, or which Colonial clamour and 
menace may have served tostrengtben ^ had already beeli 
solved in a work entitled ^^ Reasons for establidiing a 
Registry of Slaves," published by the African Institution 
in 1815 ; and they have been anew fully obviated by t]ie 
discussion on 'the siAject which has been introduced into 
that luminous work> on the legal condition of tbeC<^o- 
nial Slave, with which Mr. Stephen, in compliance with 
the riequest of your Committee, has recently Atvoured 
-fhepubUe. 

The right df Parliamentary controul over the Colo- 
nies had indeed been long settled in point both of law 
and precedent. But it is now itiade manifest, as your 
Committee conceive,' that every coni9iderati6n, not only 
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of tight, but of expediency ; npt pi|ly of soiind cpnsti- 
lutionaLpriDciple, but of regard to the; well-being of tijie 
JMEaster as well ^s the .Slav:^,; concurs in. recommending 
the course of PurUnni^iiUiry interppsitiQn in preference 
to every other. . . ' , 

. Bui if it should be. thought unadvisable, by those with 
whom rests the:, decision of the. ijvLjQstipn, to adppt this 
least .exceptionable, method. of ternjiina^ifig the acjuiow- 
ledgc^d evib of theC6loiiia} System ; ,ai|d should it bepiac* 
tically conceded iheA the local: LfQgisJatures ti^ay: jpejrsUt 
in. maintaining a. system diametrically opposed, to e^very 
principle, of the BrUiSfhuCQUstMulJion; there, is still 
another remedy, for Ahosejevils, to whic^ all wiU allow 
thatiJie..autbQrity,of.Parli«rp[mBtris pei^fectly competent, 
and in. which its power .may. b^ exercised without iiif 
fringiqg any alle^d- rights of the Cplpj»ial As^en^l^lie^. 
The CpinmMtee. refer to the abolition of those, bpuqlies 
and protecling: duties which have .been granted by Par- 
liament to what is actu^ly the prodiice ^, Slave laboui}, 
in preference to. that of Free labpur ; • by means pC which 
bounties and. duties alone, the system , of Slavery is.up^ 
hdid, and withpntwhidil it would :pf itself cea^se. 

There is now an almost universal adnaission that the 
Slavery which exists in pur Colonies is .cpptrary to, jus- 
.Jice and humanity^ and repugnant to the principles of 
Christianity* Indeed that that species of Slavery and 
Christianity cannot co-exist,, is the undt^uised and 
avowed opinion of those who b^st know its real nature, 
the Planters of Demprara. But has it been sufficiently 
considered by the people of England, in what degree 
eveiy individual amongst them is instrumental in uphold- 
ing this. condeianed system? '^Every'man, woman and 
child in Great Britain consumes more or less sugar. 
By means of bounties and protecting duties, the price of 
that article is enhanced to the consumer to the extent 
of at least a> penny a pound, which on the .whole con- 
sumption amounts to one million and a half of pounds 
sterling. The people of Great Britain, therefore^ are 
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ihus made to pay to the West Indies nt le^ast a millioii 
and a' half more for thetr sugar' than (hey would pay for 
it, if they wei*e at liberty to procure it frbrti other parte 
e^en of our own dominions *. And if is this very million 
and It half, and this alone, actually paid out of th^ir 
pockiets, which for years past has supported, and which 
tolhe {icesent hoiir does still support, the Slavery they 
reprcdl>ate. ; Is there ifaeii, surely the people of thir 
country have a right to ask^ either reason or justice in 
thus compellitig million^ who abhor the oppression and 
conde'mn ihis impolicy of Colbnial Slavery, to continue 
io pay a hdavy tax, iiot for the privilege of abolisfaiiig it, 
but for a forced participation in the crime of suppdrting; 
it ? Is it not a griferance against* which they ought^ ktid 
may be expected, univeirsally^ aiid then pf cotrrse sue-*" 
cessfvlly^ to renldnstfate ? 

The subject of the sugar duties, it h^ft been intimated, 
is to undergo revision in the ensuing session of Parlia- 
ment. There will then' be an opportunity of making 
knowii the public feelit% respecting it. And should the 
i*e«iirlt disappoint their wishes, let it be' recollected that 
it will still be' in the power -of eviery individual to give 
them effect, by reilouiicitig the i|se of sug^r grown by 
Slaves, and preferring to it the produce of fVee i&boilr. 

Let> it* hot be imagined that these observatiotis hav<^ 
been made in any spirit of hostilil]^ to the West Indians. 
The Committee, it is- true, are opposed to their present, 
system. But they, in common with^very friend of hu- 
manity and of his counti'y, would rejoice if the course 
of events in the Coldnies, and the mainifest dispositidn of 
the Colonists to co-operate with Gbverhmetit in the work 
of reform, should obviate every existing ground of dif^ 
ference ; and the Committee are fully convinced that an 
enlightened view even of interests put^ely West thdiaii 
l?6uld speedily bring about thi^ co-operation; 

The Meeting will recollect that an attempt tias re^ 
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cently made to establish a West India Company, with a 
capital of four millions, for the express purpose of piir* 
chasing West Indian mortgages. Your Committee saw 
in this project a design, which was soon, afterwards- 
avowed in Parliament, to multiply the number of those 
who, from participating in West Indian speculations, 
would feel themselves interested in upholding Colonial 
Slavery. Many evils, indeed, appeared to your Com-^ 
mittee as likely to flow from it, and above all an aggra-* 
vation of the sufferings of the Slaves, and the indefinite 
protraction of the period of their emancipation* Thejr 
are therefore happy to say that the scheme has been aban-» 
doned. 

The argument on which the advocates of the proposed 
Company appeared mainly to rely for obtaining subscrip- 
tion^ was, that it would prove beneficial to the Slaves by 
affording additional piecuniary resources to their masters; 
As the same argument has been employed to reconcile 
the public to the continuance of bounties and protecting 
duties on West Indian produce, it s^ms proper briefly 
to advert to it. The^subject will be found ably^ treated 
in varioiis publication^ already in the hands of the mem^ 
bers of this. Society. Sufiice it for the present to re> 
mark, that to enhance the value of produce grown by 
Slave labour, must tend to enhance the value of the 
Slave, and to render his manumission more difficult* It 
must also tend to postpone those economical reforms 
which are essential to his improvement. A high price 
of produce naturally has the effect of giving an impulse 
to the exaction of Slave labour. A low price of pro-» 
duce leads to a directly contrary result. To establish 
this point satisfactorily in argument, though it would 
not be difiicult, would on this occasion occupy^ too much 
time. A single fact, however, may be stated, which will 
serve to illustrate the truth of the general principle rnnin^ 
tained by your Committee. 

The Bahama Islands are the poorest and least prou 
ductive of any of the West Indian Colonies. They raise 
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scarcely any exportable produce. Their productions are 
chiefly confined to cattle, live stock, and provisions, 
.tience the pecuniary resources of the proprietors are 
generally small. In the Bahama Islands, however, th^ 
Slaves are far better off than they are in any other Bri- 
jtish Colony, They are better treated, more lightly 
worked, and more abundantly fed. The common allowr 
ance of food is from two to three times as great as in the 
Leeward Islands. The consequence is, that the Slaves in 
the Bahamas have increased at a rate which would have 
doubled their population in about twenty-two or twenty- 
three years, but for the cruel drains which have been 
made from them to cultivate the sickly swamps of Guiana, 
where numbers of them have perished. 

Demerara, on the other hand, is the most productive 
Slave Colony belonging to the Crown. But the Slaves 
are certainly much wors^ off there, than in the far 
poorer islands o( the Bahamas. The treatment of the 
Slaves is more severe in Demerara than in any other 
Colony ; the quantity of labour exacted from them is 
greater ; and their general condition still more degraded. 
What is the consequence ? Instead of increasing, as in 
the Bahamas, so as to double their numbers in twenty- 
three years, they decrease at a rate which would unpeo- 
ple the earth in less than half a century. 

It is impossible to explain this fact on any hypothesis 
which is consistent with the argument, that bounties and 
protecting duties and West India Companies tend, not 
to the injury, as the Committee maintain, but to the be- 
nefit of the Slave. 

The apprehensions excited by the proposal to form this 
West India Company, had led to an intention of form- 
ing a Company for the manufacture and introduction into 
this country of sugar ^ro wn by free labour. This pro- 
ject is for the present suspended ; but the inquiries to 
which it gave birth are likely to lead to important results. 

By calculations accurately made and drawn frqm au- 
thentic sources, the Committee have satisfied themselves^: 

d2 
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tkat the capital required to cultivate sugar in the East 
Indies is Very small, as compared with that whichis ne- 
<:fessary in the West ; and that a most advantageous re- 
turn may be expected from capital so employed. 
*' The Committee will not dwell longer on this subject 
4t present, as it is intended to lay a full view of it before 
the public. 

The Committed have hitherto confined their observa- 
tions almost entirely to the Slave population in our Co- 
lonies. The condition, however, of the free Blacks and 
People of Colour has been forced by various circum- 
stances on their attention, and they feel strongly con- 
vinced that it is of the utmost importance to the safety 
of the West Indies, and to the general interests of tb^ 
empire, no less than an act of justice in itself, to secure 
to them the full enjoyment of the rights of British subjects. 
'The* Committee must postpone for the present any 
detajit of the facts on which this opinion is founded. 
Theyhai), however, with satisfaction, the beginning of 
a more just and politic system, with respect to this part 
of our Colonial population, in the islands of Gre|nada, 
Antigua, and St. Kitt's; and they trust that the ex. 
ample' there set will be generally followed. 

The Committee have already intimated, that they are 
not aware of any material improvements having taken 
place during the last year in the Slave Code of any of 
our Colonies. Professions of an intention to ameliorate 
the condition of the Slaves have been made by some of 
the smaller islands ; but the Committee are not apprized 
that in any instance those professions have yet been car- 
ried into eifect. As to what the state of the Slave 
actually is in point of law, it stands now completely de- 
veloped in the elaborate and masterly work of Mr. Ste- 
phen, which has lately been given to the public, and for 
which he is eminently entitled to the gratitude of this- 
Society. 

The Committee are also anxious to express their ob- 
ligations to Mr. Clarkson, who has been passing a year 
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of active and useful exertion in the service of the Society, 
and is now meditating fresh efforts to promote the cause 
which has employed bis life. 

A' Bill for the consolidation and amendment of the 
laws abolishing the Slave Trade, has received the 
Royal assent. It was brought into Parliament by Dr. 
Lushington, and carried through it by his exertions, sup. 
ported by His Majesty's Ministers. The most valua.ble 
new provision which it contains, and one intrinsically of 
the highest moment, is th^ abolition of that cruel inter-co- 
lonial Slave Trade^ which had been permitted to survive 
the general abolition. No Slave can now be transported 
from one Colony to another, but by the express license 
of His Majedty^s Government on grounds to be laid 'be- 
fore Parliament ; and even this power of licensing such 
transfer will cease in three years. 

It may be proper here testate, that there have been 
formed in different parts of the kingdom no less than 
^20 associations in aid of the objects of the Society, and 
that more are still forming. 

The number of petitions for the amelioration of the 
condition of the Slaves, and the gradual extinction of 
Slavery, presented at the close of the last session, 
amounted to 225. Those presented in the present ses- 
sion have amounted to nearly 600. 

Your Committee cannot conclude without reminding 
the Meeting, that the cause they have undertaken cannot 
be efficiently conducted without considerable expense ; 
and that therefore liberal contributions are essential to its 
success. Whatever funds may be placed at their dispo- 
sal will be husbanded with care, and employed to the 
best of their judgement in promoting their great object :— 
an object which, the Committee believe, under the bless- 
ing of God, is to be attained by firmness, activity, and 
perseverance on the part of the friends of humanity knd 
justice. 

Confiding as they do in Ihe upright intentions and con- 
current views of His Majesty's Ministers, however they 



38 

may differ with respect to some of tbe medtis of earryiiig 
their common purposes into effect, the Committee havie 
at present no specific measures to propose to the adop- 
tion of their friends, beyond that general vigilance 
which the \Rtge interests involved in the question call 
for, and those occasional efforts which may be required 
to obviate any attempts made to mislead the public mind 
through the medium of the press. With this exception, 
their part seems to be to wait the course of events, and 
to be guided in their future' proceedings by the circum^ 
stances which may arise. It would argue insensibility, 
however, to the goodness of Providence, if they were to 
close their Report without expressing their gratitude for 
the progress already made, and for the brighter prospects 
which they trust are opening upon them ; and without 
declaring their firm and settled conviction, that a causfe 
resting on such principles is absolutely certain of even- 
tual success. 
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NOTE I. page 9. ' 

. . . • - 

1H£ following observaticjis on the threat of Jamaica to re.: 
Bounce her allegiance^ are extracted from one of our public 
journals, and seem entitled to attention. 

^^ The West Indians have always strongly insisted upon the 
danger which is likely to arise from discussions in this countrj 
lespettting SiaVeiry. If theiir fears were sincere and well founded^ 
we should, without doubt, witness a corresponding conduct on 
iheir part. We should see them studiously avoiding, at least iik. 
thdr publications in the West Indies, not only all violent and in- 
flammatory statements, and all angry controversy on the subject, 
but as much as possible all allusion to it. Whatever danger 
there may be in discussions respecting slavery at the distance of 
5000 miles, must be greatly enhanced when those discussions 
are transfen'ed to the Colonial Newspapers. The flame being 
thus brought into more immediate contact with the inflammable 
matter, combustion is mach more likely to follow. 

^^ But, althongh the conduct of the West Indians has sufli. 
dently proved that the alarm which they have laboured to excite 
of danger from discussion in this country is.groundless, and is 
in fact nothing more than an expedient to frighten us from 
stirring the question at all, we are gravely told of another dan* 
ger which is still more formidable and imminent. The danger is, 
that if Parliament should attempt to legislate for the Colonies, 
Jamaica would renounce her allegiance, and throw herself into 
atuB arms of the Uaitted States. It is not alleged, indeed, that 
the great West India proprietors in Uiis country would sanction 
any such proceeding ; but then it has been said that the agents 
of these proprietors, and all the incumbered planters of that 
island, would eagerly seize the opportunity, the former of ap* 
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propriating to themselves the estates pf their employers, the 
latter of disembarrassing themselves of their load of 4ebt to the 
inerchants of Englaad. Bat is it possible that such 4 bug-bear, 
such a iqere phantom as this can have frightened a single indivi-^ 
jdual within His Majesty's dominions ? 

^< The Whites are the only part of the population of Jamaica^ 
who can have any inducement to porsae the apprehoided 
course. Their whole qumber has never been estimated at more 
than 25,000, men, wpmeii, and children, of whom there may 
))e nearly 5000 capable of bearing arms^ These form little more 
than one-half of the militia of the island. The other half eon. 
sists of the free Blacks and people of Colour, amounting^ ex^ 
elusive of about 5Q0*Qr 6Q0 Maroons capable of bearing arms, 
to about 4000 men. The King's troops stationed in the island 
amount to about 300Q men, 'Xhe slaves fprm a population of 
340,000. 

^' There is in the first place a manifest absnrdtty in supposing 
that the United States, with which we dre in a state qf profound 
peace;, would listen to any overtures from the rebellious planlera 
of Jamaica; more especially when the grqund of their revolt i$ 
a determination to resist the wishes of the Parent State for the 
mitigation and extinction of slavery. And even if America 
were inclined to listen to any such overture, she knows too welt 
the worthlessness and expensiveness of such a possession^ to ht. 
cur^ for Us sake^ the risk of a single month's expense of a con* 
flict with Great Br|taiq, 

^^ But eveu if yr^ were to ^mit that America would favour 
this transfer of allegiance on the part of the Planters of Jamaica, 
yet how is it to be accomplished I If the £i000 Whites of ihat 
island were (ill conf^e rate in the Resign, which, could sciirGelj 
be Che case, yet would they have no domestic diflculties to en. 
counter ? Would the King's troops look tamely o(i, while Bi^ 
Majesty's authority w^ set at nought, and these men were rising 
in rebellion against him ? And would the Slaves be quite passive 
under such circumstances ? But of 9II the classes none would be 
more decidedly opposed to suph ^ step than the free Blacks and 
^People of Colour. They have hitherto been treated with mucli 
indignity by the Whites, although they are rising daily in num^ 
bers, in opulence, and in respectability. A petition for an ei^^ 
tension of their civil privileges has recently been reject by thf) 
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Acfembijr of Jamaica. The transaction reipectiog the freemen 
oC Colovr, Lescesnesand Escoffery, has aggravated their diitmst 
of ihiB Whites. J%eir concarrence in any snch scheme is there* 
fore hopeless ; and wifiiont their concarrence the scheme is im- 
practicable. But they would not only not concur in such a 
scheme, they would be strongly opposed to it. Many of the men 
of Colour of Jamaica are enlightened by education, and are pos. 
sessed of very accurate information with respect to all that is 
passing around them. They know perfectly well, that their main 
hope of rising from their present state of depression is tobe found 
in the humane and liberal feelings of the Parliament and Public 
of Great Britain* The boasted liberty of the United States, 
^ey.are perfectly aware, is the exclusive property of the Whites. 
In the Slave States of America the peogle of Colour are as much 
depressed as they are in Jamaica ; while their chance of emerging 
from this state of depression is much smaller. The Legislatioii 
and Government of South Carolina or Georgia, for example, 
ace entirely in the hands of Slave-holders, as is also the Legis. 
latioD of Jamaica* But then there is this essential difference 
between the two : in the former, the Slaveowners experience no 
controulfrom the general Government with respect to their.pro- 
vincial proceedings : they are wholly independent, and are re« 
sponsible only to themselves. In Jamaica, on the contrary, the 
Acts of the Legislature must be submitted to the negative of the 
King ; the pnbUc functionaries are also amenable to him for the 
manner in which they perform their duties ; and, above all, they 
^nd their whole proceedings are subject to the revision of Parlia. 
ment. The people of Colour know all this full well ; they would 
therefore regard it as a great evil to be transferred to the United 
States, and would to a man firmly unite in resisting any movement 
which tended to that result. But independently of these con* 
siderations, the position of Hayti with respect to Jamaica is 
also tp be taken into account. Those know little of the deep 
and painful apprehensions with which the Whites of Jamaica 
look to the vicinity of that formidable State, who entertain the 
notion that it. can have seriously entered into the mind of any 
man amongst them to break with this country. To clamour on 
Ae subject may be very politic, and it has doubtless answered 
its purpose if it has made any of pur Statesmen to hesitate in 
^cir course. But to conclude from the loudness of the cla^ 



movr that H is lAdicature 6f any itridiis iatesiioii to wry ibik 
uhea» Mo eftct, woaU show an txkraofdiBary ignorance of 
tW Alcll of thi €aat, u well as an utter d£iregaEd«f alL^ 
laidoaB of ekpedenoe." 



NOTE II. p. 33. 

ft 

This sialement has been <|«estioBed^ Imt without reaiseo^ 
The iMMmt J accruing to the West iodioBS, ivwm the mode iar 
which tlie drawback on refinird sugair is regulated, aa»o«nls tolip-; 
wards of six shilluigY a huadred weight, making of itself^ with. 
out taking into account the efieel o^ the protecting duty, a 
bonas to the West Indians of 960^000/. on the 160^000 teas of 
their sug^ coDBumed in this country, besides Hxt biouBty paid o» 
what they eiport. In the debate which arose in the Houso 
of Commona on the Sugar Duties^ coi the 13th <rf May laat, 
it waa contended that the r«al bonus to the West Indians did 
not exceed three sbUlings a hmidred weight This slaitement 
has 4}een abundantly disproved, both by Mr. Whitmore in 
his speech on that occasion, and by Mr. Cropper in several of 
his pamphlets. If, however, any doubt could stUi be supposed 
to rest upon the subject, it would be completely dissipated by a 
letter, dated the 11th of March 18^, addressed by Mr. George 
Hibbert, the Agent of Jamaica, to his constituents there, and 
which has been published in the Postscript to the Royal Ga. 
zette of that island of the 1st of May 1834. In that letter, 
Mr. Hibbert remarks as follows : 

^^ In relation to the alleviation of our commercial distress, 
it will not surprise you, perhaps, that when Mr. Hume stated in 
the llouse of Commons the subject of the reduction of the 
sugar duty 9 the members in our interest did not support him. 
This arose from a previous assurance from His Majesty's Mini- 
sters, that a reduction of the sugar duty coukl not possibly take 
place without at once depriving us of all the advantage which 
we now eiljoy in the principle and produce of calculating the 
, drawback upon the export of refined sugar, w,hich, iiUsen ah 
together, is Utile, if at all, short of a gratuHom bounty of six 
shillings per hundred weight ; and without also denying us all 
that they were ready to concede in regard both to the duty on 
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ram, and to th« regulations under which it it collected." 
^^ Under the consideration of these altemativeSi the Standing 
Committee judge it better not to urge, in the preteni seuion^ 
a reduction of the sugar duty." 

Whatever^ therefore, may have been asserted in debate, it is 
clear that, in private, it is fully understood, and has been delibe. 
rately agreed and settled, that the West Indians enjoy, from the 
mode in which the drawback is regulated, a gratuitous bounty 
of six shillings on the hundred weight df their sugar consumed 
in this country, as well as on that which is exported ; by which 
last the price of the whole is necessarily regulated. 



PROCEEDINGS 

'' ' , * 

OF THE 

FIRST ANNIVERSARY MEETING 

OF THE 

ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, 

HiLD 

AT THE FREEMASONS' HALL, IN GREAT QUEEN- 
STREET, LINCOLN S-INNrFIELDS, 

On the 95th day of June 18S4. 



HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS THE DOKE OF GLOUCESTER 

IN THE CHAIA. 



The Report of the Committee, ' of wbich the substance 
is inserted above, having been read. 

The Honourable Agar Ellis said, that he had heard 
with very great pleasure, in common with the whole of 
this large assembly, the Report which had just been so 
well read ; and he hoped, and indeed he sincerely be« 
lieved, that the endeavours of this Society in the cause of 
freedom and humanity were likely to be from day to 
day productive of fresh benefits. This year, he admitted, 
it could not be said that every thing had occurred which 
we might have wished ; but he had not the smallest doubt 
that the cause of justice and religion and humanity in 
which they were engaged, would ultimately triumph oyer 
every obstacle. He felt most deeply interested in the 
proceedings of this Society, and earnestly hoped and 
trusted that its endeavours would be crowned with the 
complete success which they deserved. He concluded 
by moving, 

'^ That the Thanks of this Meeting be given to the Vice- 
Presidents, Treasurer, and Committee of the So- 
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ciety, for the Report now read ; that it be referred 
to them to consider the propriety of printing and cir- 
culating thcf substance of the Report ; and that they 
be requested to continue their valuable services." 

Mr. Stephen. — ^The first sentiment that must have 
been produced by the reading of the Report, is that with 
.wbidi the Committee have so properly concluded, — a sen- 
timent of gratitude to the Author of all good ; for it is 
among the best of the blessings he confers on us wheif 
lie enables us on right principles to be his instruments 
in his beneficent works ; and great, I trust, will be the 
benefits conferred cm the unfortunate Slaves of the Co- 
lonies by those measures noticed in the Report, to 
which, without presumption, we maj^ consider ourselves 
to-have tjontributefl. 

The institution of the Soct^, Sir, was at a time when 
the prospects of tiiefri«id»ef humanity, in regard to the 
oppressed African race, were, I think, more than usually 
darkened ;— when a large portion of those hopes which 
we had conceived from tbe abolition of the Slave Trade 
had proved to be delusive; — and when there seemed to 
be an insensibility, or at least a total inattention, of the 
public niind to those great national duties that we owe 
to our Colonial Slaves*^duties plahily^owinjg from the 
same sacred principles with those of the abolition itself. 
We had waited in vain during the long and disheartening 
term of years that had elapsed since the Slave Trade 
was abolished, for those reformations within the Colo- 
nies, to which that great measure, in the judgement even 
of those who were the least sanguine, was likely to give 
rise. . But the case is happily altered. Recent as the 
instiiutlonr of this Society is, much has since been done, 
although certainly much more yet remains to do. We 
ought to feel, therefore, what is so properly expressed 
by our Committee, — ^gratittide to Divine Providence for 
having succeeded thus far. 

I the rather premise these remarks, Sir, because,, among 
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the artifices of our enemies — their mdUipIied and illiberal 
artifices — one is to represent us as a discontented set of 
people, who are not satisfied ualess they 'attain at once 
all their objects. We are accused of not being thankful 
for what our rulers have already done in this great cause, 
or content to suffer the work to remain in their. haads; 
and in short of being, precipitous, rash and unreasonabla 
in our practical views. Sir, for my own part, I feel^ and 
think it right at the outset to expr^s, muchgratitude h» 
His Majesty's Ministers for their recent conduct. Wlieii 
the Society commenced its labours, nothing, lye nmy |airly 
say, had been attained towards the mitigation of Slavery^ 
The friends of the poor N^roes. had, on the coatriiry^ 
found themselves bafBed in every i^ttempt, and had not 
so much as the promise of a better course of thii^s, not 
even in those Colonies over which the Crown itself has 
full legislative power. But "we have to thank the Go- 
vernment now, not only for better prospects, but for ^om^ 
very interesting and impoi^ant objects already obtained^ 
Among these, let me congratulate Your Royal Highnesi^ 
and the Meeting on one, which the Report properly no« 
tices in terms of commendation and joy,— *I mean the ap^ 
proaching termination of the intercolonial Slave Trade; 
a branch of that horrible commerce not less opprobrious^ 
not less merciless, than the African Slave Trade itself 
but which has hitherto been permitted to subsist between 
the British West India Islands. Within the last twenty-* 
four hours, I believe, His Majesty's assent has been 
given to a Bill for ^consolidating the Abolition Acts, coh« 
taining this most important clause, — That hereafter; 
(with a qualified limitation for a period only of threes 
years) no Slave shall be liable to be transported by the 
authority of his master from the island in wh{ch he. is 
settled to any other part of the world. 

I could have wished indeed that the interdiction had 
been immediate : but we have great reason to hope that 
the effect will be the same ; because during that period 
the practice is not to be permitted in any case without 
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the special license 6f His Majesty'^ Ooverhment; and I 
have too good an opilfiion of our .Ministers, and espe-' 
cially of the very respedtable Statesman • who presidesi 
oyer th^ Colonial' department, to believe it possible that 
this libehsiifg power will, ever b^ drawn into exerci^ ; 
because I well know that no gfo&ndd for it in any case 
can possibly be alleged rand proved, such as in the mind 
of an upright, humane and liberal man will justifythosef 
cruel transportation^. . Your Royal Highness^ Idbubt 
not, will feel with m^, that if we had yet gained nothing 
iQore, .this is a reformation of most essential and vital 
importance. It not only se<iUres the poor Slaves from 
ope very cru^l and calamitous species of oppression^ 
but facilitates and encourages their further prdtectioii 
and relief,* by the authority of the local legislaturesr 
under which they live. It will not now depehdon the 
will Of the master, whether a humane and liberal Axet-^ 
cise of that power which a Colonial Asse^ibly possesses 
in a particular island, shall confer any real or lasting te^ 
n^tonthe Slaves within its jurisdiction, or shall not 
even, deteriorate, their lot. Hitherto, the meliorated 
condition of a Slave^ by the law of the particular colony 
he lives in, might actually prove to him a curse instead 
of a blessing, by leading to his removal for ever from 
his family- and native home ; for the prices of Slaves 
will be found to be the highest ivhere theiir condition 
anid treatment are the worst ; and with an unfeeling and 
tyrannical master it might become a motive for the trans-^ 
portation to another colony where the laws are less hu- 
mane, that his own power would be there more unlimited^ 
and on his own narrow-minded views could be used to 
greater advantage. An island consequently that had 
advanced in the course of humane improvements. much 
before the rest, might not only have lost the just reward^ 
in the preservation and increase of its labouring popu- 
lation, but have iticreased the opposite evil. This mea-^ 
sure, therefore, was necessary to pave the way for future 
improvements. Considering the number of petty legisla^ 
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lures which atpresicnt exiat in the Colonies, the irork, if 
referred to them, must at best be conducted with no uni** 
form or equal progress : biit now, whenever any good is 
obtained for the Slaves^ that good will be secured i the 
poor subjects of it, at least, will not have to exchange a 
milder for a more aggravated slavery, and be exiled for 
ever from their native homes, their families, and air that 
endeats life to them, because their value may be greater 
in another Colony where the master^s power is less re^ 
strained, aiid Where oppression has produced its usual 
consequences, a great mortality among the Slaves, a 
deficiency in their numbers, and a large advance in their 
price; 

This however is not the only measure for which we 
ought to be thankful. The Government has at length 
entered on a work which I lament its having deferred 
so long. It has begun to legislate Upon wise and humane 
principles between the Masters and Slaves of those Co- 
lonies in which the power of legislation rests exclusively 
in the Crown. ' It is highly important, riot only for the 
good immediately to be produced in the conquered Co- 
lonies where this power exists ; but because, as an ex-^ 
ample and a precedent, it cannbt fail to operate bene- 
ficially for our cause on both sides of the Atlantic ; here, 
by pledging the Government and Parliament to express 
practical principles and specific measures of reform ap- 
plicable to Colonial Slavery at large ; and on the other 
side, by teaching the Assemblies of such Colonies as 
possess the power of internal legislation, that Govern- 
ment and Parliament are in earnest, and that the non-in- 
terposition of the supreme legislature may be expected 
if reformation is longer withheld. 

But,' Sir, while I think it right at the outset— while 
I Chink it just and wise, to give this merited praii^e to 
His IMLaje^ty's' Ministers for what they have already . 
done, I certainly feel great dissatisfaction at the posi-i 
tioni in which our cause is still left in those Colonies 
where a concurrent power of interior legislation (I say 
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a concurrent power, for 'the claim of^an exclusive one 
is too prepostei:ou8 to deserve an answer) rests with the 
Assemblies. In those islands, I lament to say, nothing 
has been gained hitherto for their unfortunate Slaves, 
or nothing of any real value ; much less any advances 
towards those mea3ures that haye been recommended to 
them from Parliament and the Throne. This opposition 
of the Assemblies, indeed, Could be no disappointment. 
We knew from long experience that their concurrence 
in any effectual reforms was hopeless. And yet we are 
blamed for not being satisfied with a reference to them. 
It is said that we are impatient ; that, we do not make 
the proper allowances, or give the necessary tim^ ; tha^ 
we have to deal with an old and inveterate evil ;- that 
we have to grapple with long-established systems and 
prejudices, and ought therefore to make allowances foK 
the Assemblies, and bring them by good temper on oui; 
side to a more rational and a more liberal way . of 
thinking. 

Now, Sir, when thus accused, I think it highly im- 
portant that all the friends of our cause should have, 
brought home to their recollection the experience we 
have had on this subject. If it had been a new thing to 
cecoromend to the Colonial Assemblies by the executive 
' Giovernment, at the instance of Parliament, supported 
by the personal influence of the leading Proprietors in 
this country, reformations of their Slave Laws — if such 
an expedient had never been attempted before — or never 
failed before — there might then be some reason for con-, 
tending that the concurrence of the Assemblies oiight 
to be long and patiently waited for, before we called 
upon the Governn^ent or Parliament to interpose in a 
direct and compulsory way. Sir, it is perhaps not known 
to all, or perfectly within the recollection of many wboi 
hear me, what powerful solicitations on this subject have 
formerly been addressed to the Assemblies in vain. 1 
have therefore brought into the room a book conlaia- 
ing a collection of Parliamentary Papers on theSla^e 
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TAide, frbrri whicfa/wUh Your Royal HighiiesTs's pernii^- 
«ioli, I irill read iMro or three passages, to show how fully 
the experiment for which we are desired to wait, was 
tried Ht a former period, and what was its result. 

As far back as the year 1796, the West India Com- 
mittee, as it is called, a body formed of the most eminent 
sLnd influential Colonial Proprietors in this country, and 
chiefly Members of Parliament, earnestly recommended to 
the Assemblies reforms of their interior system^ It was 
4m the 14th December 1706, that the Committee entered 
into resolutions confirmatoi^y of a Report of a Sub-com- 
mittee of its own bddy, and unanimously requesting 
Mr. Charles Ellis to make a motion, which the Sub-com- 
mittee had approved of, on the subject of the Slave 
Trade, «nd the situation of the Negroes in the islands. 
The fornr of the motion, which was afterwards made by 
Mr. Ellis, and supported by the whole Colonial party in 
Parliament, and unanimously adopted by the House of 
Commons, was for an Address to the Crown, praying that 
His Abjesty would graciously recommend to the Goyer- 
norii, i^ouneils and Assemblies of the West India Islands^, 
^^ measures such as should regulate and contrpul the im- 
portation of Slaves from Africa; and by obviating the 
caiises which had hitherto impeded the natural increase 
of Negroes already in the islands, should render that 
trade less necessary, and ultimately lead to its termina- 
tion ; itnd further, with a view to the same effect j the adop» 
tioh ofetery measure which might conduce to the moral and 
religious improtement of the Negroes^ and promote their 
happiness^ by securing to them the certain^ immediate^ and 
atti^)e protection of the law. ^'* , 

An Address in these terms was carried up by the* 
Commons to the Throne early in April 1797 ; and soon 
aifterWaiMs the late Duke of Portland, then His Majesty's 
principal Secretary of State for the Colonies, transmitted 
eircnlor instructions to the Governors of all the West 
India Islands, requiring them at the earliest opportunity 
to ^ooinmuAicate the Address of the House of Coim- 
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tnons to the respective Councils and Assemblies, and to 
recommend to their particular consideration and atten- 
tion the important objects specified therein. 

But the West India Committee did not trust to the 
'Royal and Parliamentary influence alone. They added, 
what was likely to be of greater efficacy, confidential 
Earnest solicitations from the members of that body, and 
from the Colonial Agents in this country, to the leading 
Proprietors resident in the difierent islands, implortng 
them^ for the sake of the Slave Trade, for the preserva- 
tion of which they were all then earnestly struggling, 
and which they deemed essential to the very existence 
of the Sugar Colonies, to comply with the recommenda- 
tions of the Crown. The better to impress this powerful 
.consideration, the secret deliberations of the Committee, 
tihd the motives on- which Mr* Ellis had been requested, 
m its organ, to move the Address in Parliament, were 
.confidentially disclosed ; and as the correspondence was 
afterwards brought to light and printed by. authority of 
Parliament, (a.discovery not I presume at all foreeiben by 
the writers,) I am enabled to'read to you from these Par- 
liamentary documents some of the arguments that were 
«tsed. 

,The Report of the Sub-committee contained the fol- 
lowing reasons for the measure it recommended. 

Ist. That the repeated discussion of the abolition of the 

Slave Trade in Parliament may produce consequences 

of the utmost danger to the Colonies ; and that if an 

' Act for this purpose should ever pass the British Pir- 

Uafnenty it mil be fatal to them. . 

2nd. That the question of abolition mU. continue to he 

agitated year after year^ and as often as the forms of 

the House permit ; and that neither the House, of Com* 

mons nor the country in general will suffer it to rest, 

till. some steps haoe been taken which may afford them 

reason to believe^ that every regulation has beenadopted 

which is consistent with. the safety of the Colonies, 

.MA* That many persons of great weight and charader J 
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thougk conscious of the danger to be apprehended from 
the measures proposed by Mr* WilberforcCy have sup-^ 
ported^ undmll continue to support them^ because no 
mode of conduct at all compatible with their ideas of 
humanity has been proposed as an alternative. 
4tjb. That J on the other hand^ many persons who have hi^ 
therto opposed the mciosures of Mr. Wilberforce^ mil 
feel themselves under, the necessity of submitting to 
themy unless some j^lan of regulation shall be brought 
. forward. 

5Ui». That thereis reason to believcy that besides Mr. Wil^ 

berfbrce^s BjUl^ there will be proposed some more spe* 

. dous plan of moderate reform and gradual abolition^ 

which will meet with very general support / and that it 

is of the utmost importance that such a plan should be 

. . anticipated^ because the West India Proprietor s^^ from 

their Iqced knowledge^ are the only persons to whom 

the formation of it can be safely intrusted* . 

. §ih. Tjfiot consequently jforthejoint purposes of opposing 

, the plan of Mr. Wilberforce^ and establishing the cha^ 

racterofthe West India body^ it is essential that they 

should manifest their willingness to promote actively 

the cause of humanity^ by such steps as shall be con» 

f sistentwith safety to the property ofindividualsy and 

the general interests of the Colonies. 

The members of the Committee enforced these argu« 

ments by their own individual, opinions aod remarks. 

Xhe late Sir William Young, for instance, a proprietor 

of great eminence, and one of the most strenuous oppo« 

nents of the abolition, thus wrote to his friend, the Pre* 

sident of Antigua : 

^' I cannot omit the declarationy that on every ground of 
pasf experience in Parliament^ from the first agitation of 
the question I advert to, and from all speculation on thefu* 
ture that my mind can reach^ it appears to be indispensably 
necessary to take some steps in our Colonies by legislative 
provisions y touching the situation of Negroes in respect to 
sQcietyy and to promote a natural increase of their popular 



Hon] and tkus mi only stop fotihe present y tuigfuAidlly 
supersede the very pretensions at aJUiureperhdy to a mea- 
sure of direct aboUtion of the SUne Trade by the Mother 
'Country J a measure which would blast the root of all our 
settlements ofprdperiy-^^^hange thejhundatidn of every be* 
questy loan and security^^tum ecery mortgage into an bfi- 
kuUy on the lives of NegroeS'^mtitute a general system 
offbreelbiure, and, depredating our eitotesy preclude all im-- 
inediate resources, and ruin every interest,*^ 

Here, Sir, I cannot resist the temptation to rMiark by 
the way, how clearly these jpapers refute another change 
which our opponents have the confidence to make against 
us. It is alleged that the present call by Abolitkmist» 
for the reformation and gradual ieritiiuition i>f Slavery^ 
is new, and inconsistent with their Ibrraeir professions — 
that we are asking that which pending t)ie abolition con* 
troversy was not in our contemplation, or w^s a latent 
purpose which we tin&irly concealed bnd disclaimed ; 
yet here we find it expressly noticed, as one of t^e argu* 
raents for this memorable iHterftredce on the part of the 
West Indians' theb^lteB, that some specious pkkn of 
moderate refonfn and gradual alioiition was expected to 
be brouglit forward at that period. And what. Sir, was. 
the cause of their uot being theii brought jEbrwUrd in 
Parliament, when, as the Report itself states, they 
would have met with very general support? What, but 
the measure thus imposingly brought forward by the^ 
West Indian gentlemen themselves I They then held 
fiurth what the Report speciously suggests, that in- 
terior regulations could be safely made by the Assett'- 
blies alone ; and as experience had dot at that period 
"shown that the m6%i powerful appeals to these bodHes 
would be fruitless, it would have been impossible ibp 
the friends of reformation, after such an interposition of 
the West India Proprietors in this country, to take the 
work out of their hands. The measure in thitt respect^ 
produced the effect desired by its authors. II effectually 
for a long time frustrated the hopes and the pla)}s of 
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Mr, Wilt»erforGe% . It left him no other course to take, 
^s far as related to the mitigation of Slavery in our Co-> 
lonies, but io fliU in with the views, of the Committee;^ to 
■support Mr, Ellis's motion, and patiently wait the ev^nt. 

It is too much, ais Your Royal Highness will feel, after 
this, that the same Colonial party should impute to my 
dear friend here (Mr* Wilberforce), as an inconsistency, 
his not having at that time called upon Parliament to 
perform its duties more directly towards the Slaves, and 
his making that call now, when it is plain there is no 
-other resource. 

It is qot, however, for the sake of repelling this idle 
charge of inconsistency, or breach of faith as they have 
the absurdity to call it, against Mr. Wilberforce, that I 
iia?e troubled Your Royal Highness and this highly re- 
spectable audience with the extracts I have read ; it is 
£oT the more important purpose of showing how well 
justified the Society is in not suspending its efforts from 
any reliance at this period on the Colonial Assemblies. 
It is not merely by their recent conduct, in .their con- 
temptuous rejection of the Parliamentary Resolutions of 
the last session, and the solicitations of His Majesty's 
Government foiinded upon them, but by their resistance 
of that still more powerful influence which vvas employed 
in 1797, that we are taught to despair of any effectual 
mitigotion of Slavery from this new reference to them. 

We were then, as pow, supported by the voice of Par- 
Uament and the Crown ; and the whole body of the Colo- 
nial Proprietors in England, collectively and individually, 
did their utmost in our favour. It was the measure not 
of their enemies^ as they affect to regard us, but of their 
fellow Planters, their agents and partisans; and it came 
recommetdded tP them by arguments far more influential 
than any that can now be used. To defeat Mr. Wil- 
berforce in his efforts for the abolition of the Slave 
Trade, was the great object, the inviting reward of th^ir 
^bmpliance, on which the West India Committee, as I 
have shown, then relied, but which can be held out no 
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more. The alternalive of refbrm by Parliamentary le- 
gislation was then denounced, and reasonably expected* 
But this argument, I fear, has lost all its credit. What 
reason, then, have we to hope that the Assemblies will 
BOW be more compliant ? They now even venture to deny 
the authority of Parliament; which their most eealous 
partisans at that time were far from disputing. The 
Committee, as we have seen, questioned the safety of io- 
terior regulations by Parliament, but by no means its 
right to make them. 

That the measure then brought forward by Mn Ellis, 
at the instance of the Committee, and all the powerful 
persuasions which accompanied it, were utterly fruitless, 
is beyond dispute. Some ostensible laws, indeed, passed 
in some of the Colonies; but that they neither were^ nor 
were meant to be, enforced, has since been clearly proved. 
'Without treading on any doubtful or debatable gFOund, 
let us advert to the two grand branches of reform which 
Mr. Ellis's address and the instructions of the Duke of 
Portland pointed out as the most essential, namely, the 
religious instruction of the Slaves, and their |)rotectioo 
from oppression by law* 

The instructions to the Governors Were anxiously 
particular, especially as to religious improvement, and 
even pointed out the encouragement of Mission^ las one 
of the best means for that purpose. ^^ As the instrMtion 
of Negroes (said His Grace) is of the utmo^ consetfit^^^ 
it would be important to know whether the Legiskti^re qf 
the island has in view any particular modes of effecting this 
purpose; and what species and degree of encourag€ment^U 
Z0ould be disposed to hold out to such Missionaries as nOght 
be found properly qualified for that purpose^ and wefuld 
undertake that duty; either by enacting that such Mis^ 
sionaries should procure in favour (f the estate where they 
are employed^ certain privileges^ immunities andadvaptagesy 
or in what other manner their services should be rewarded 
by the- island. This would lead to the general establishment 
^the Christian religion among the Negroes^ and would ei- 
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^biish mmrimges; it would restram pn^misicUous JtHisr^ 
coarse^ and impress their n^mds in .a simple yet Jbrc$bl€ 
-medmer witi the great tndhsi'ofmQTal%tt/^^\ 

NofT, Sir, we too well know that djuriflg tw^Dty-sevea 
y^rs that have siljce eosued^ these suggestioue have al* 
most every where been entirely fruitless, and tr^ted with 
utter disregard. Napij^blic provision whfitever for the re* 
ligious instruction of the Slaves, no means of redainiiitg 
them from Pagan ignorance, and teachingjbhem even the 
first elements of Christianity, have any where been spp* 
plied. The total neglect of the Royal aqd Parliamen- 
tary recorameDdation in this respect, is undisputed and 
avowed. A& to the Missionaries^ Jnst^d of public encou* 
ragement, they have met in mpstpf the Colonies active op- 
position and persecution, as well as co^itempt . Destruc- 
tion of their meeting-houses^ expulsion by unrestrs^ined 
and unpunished popular outrage^ trial by Martial Law, 
and copdemoation in oqe instance to an in&mons deatb 
on the most false and frivolous .pretences ;— such are the 
rewArds t^hat these pious self^devoted men have received 
in, pur Sugar Colonies. Unless this be encouragement, 
I know of none that any West Indian Assembly Jbas 
. givfii to tfiem. 
.. Then, 3ii*9 with regard to the other grand branch of 
r^fpirmation recommended by the Address of 1797, the 
^^f securing to the Slaves the certain^ immediate^ and. active 
proUcHion of the taxo*^ — ^in what manner has this been ac- 
complished ? Their legal protection is every where a 
mere sound. Abstaining from every ground that has 
been or can be disputed, and assuming only what the 
Assemblies and their partisans admit, rules of evidence 
ari^ still inexorably maintained in every Colony, which 
avowc^dly render fruitless .in general every law that exists 
t^ protect them from violence and oppression. It is not, 
as Your Royal Highness knows, by us only ; it is ))y the 
Judges and Magistrates of the Colonies, and even- by 
some of their legislative bodies themselves, that the re- 
jei^iion of the evidence of Slaves against White men i» 
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«tatad to be (what no thinking and impartial man indeed 
ean doubt jt mlist in general prove) a fotal bar to their 
protection by law, and a source of impunity to the white 
perpetrator&of even- the most heinous crimes against them . 
Among a multitude of authorities that might be cited 
to this effect, I will confine myself to one ; the testimony 
of the late SSr William Young, one of the members of 
the West India Committee of 1796, and the Secretary of 
that body, the strong terms of whose letter to his corre- 
spondents in. Antigua I have read to you. He had af- 
terwards to record in a most decisive and impressive 
manner the failure of his own persuasions; for about 
fifteen years after, in the year 1811, being then Governor 
of Tobago, he^ had officially to answer inquiries conse- 
quent on an Address of the House of C!ommons as to the 
measures that.had in consequence of the former addresses 
been adopted for 'the legal protection of Slaves ; and I 
beg leave to read from another Parliamentary document 

|>art of the answer he gave : 

• ^^ I think the Sldpoes have by law no protection. In ikisy 
and I doubt not in tverjf other island, there are laws for the 
protettkmof Slaeesy and good ones; but circumstances in 
the administration of whatever law render it a dead letter* 
When the intervention of the law is most required^ it wUl 
haee4he'least effect; as in cases^where iavindictfoe and cruet 
faster has dared to commit the most atrocious cruelties^ even 
to murder his Slave, no free person being present to witness 
the act. There appears to me a radical defect in the admv- 
nistration of Justine thri>ughout the West Indies, in whatever 
tase the wrongs -done to a Slave are under consideration; 
or rather, that justice cannot in truth be administered, con- 
troUed as it is by. a law of evidence, which covers the most 
guilty Europeanmkh impunity; provided that when having 
a criminal intent he is^cauOous not to commit the crime in 
the presence of a free witness. 

r " On small plantations there' is but one free person, the 
resident Manager, and ho Slave can appear' against him. 
iHthebackyardofajobberofa small gang for hire, in the. 
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workshdps or ouihtdldings cfeaih dtiimn or peHy trades^ 
mafiy and within every home^ the greatest cruelties may be 
exercised on a Stave TcHhout a possibility of conviction. I 
^fwuld Consider it (he tMs) as inconsistent with the respect 
imd deference 1 bear to ^ sagacity and zeisdom of the au-- 
gust body Jbr whose use this Report is framed^ to fitfy e*- 
large it with the enumeration of humane laws for the pro^ 
tection of Slaves ; all rendered nugatory by the conditions 
of evidence required in their administration.^- ' * < 

'' Sttch was the case as stated by Sir William Young im 
1811 ; and such it still undeniably is, with no alteration 
worthy of notice, ht all our Sugar Colonies.' Such also 
the Planters ' intend it shall continue ; for in the lat^ 
speech of Earl Bathurst in the House of Lords, iii whieh 
His Lordship stated what had been dohe and jhecom- 
mended by His Majesty's Government towlifrds the titfti-< 
* gati'on of Slavery, he added that all the ineasi/res butonc^ 
had been concurred in by the West Indian Proprietc^rs in 
this country ; and that single exieeptioti, if His Lordship 
was dorrectly understood, was the admission of tlfe evi^ 
dence of Slaves against free persons. Let us ildmire 
the consistency of these geittlemen in 8upportk%5 M 
they for the most part did in the late Parliamentary ift« 
irestigation, the proceedings against the Missionary, Mr^ 
Smith. The evidence of Slaves, Sir, is suflScient, ii 
deems^ to convict a preacher of die Gospel 1 — It is suffi. 
dent to condemn him to death ; although the Slaves whd 
give the evidence are swearing for their own lives l-^It 
is sufficient to give currency and judicial credit to the 
fnbst palpable, and monstrous, and inconsistent ikblie^ 
that ever were invented in romance— It is sufficient to 
prove that a pious self-devoted minister of the Gospel 
of Peace, is an instigator of sedition, rebellion, and 
bloodshed — It is sufficient to prove that a man who i^ 
sinking into his grave under the influence of a pulm6-^ 
nary comjplaint-^who has a helpless wife on the spot withf 
him— who in all probability has not many weeks to livd/ 
iii desitc^us of being the leader in* a. bloody and desjnsrate 
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contest of bandi of insurgent Slaves, in order that he 
n^y be made tbeir Empero^, and reign oyer them in the 
swamps and woods of the Guiana continent 1! The 
evidence of Slaves, Sir, is sufficient for all this ; though 
they themselves are avowedly guilty of the crime they 
ii9put^, and give their te&itimqny under an extreme in- 
fluence of terror that would disqualify the most respect* 
able of oiir countrymen from being heard.as a witness 
in any court of this *couii try. Their evidence may be 
safely received and relied upon against a prisoner, when 
a whole infuriated community is clamorous for his 
destruction ; but is too dangerous to be heard in, any 
case before a Jury, of White men, all whose preposses* 
sions, and all whose sympathies, are adverse to the pro- 
se^jlitor and the witness, and favourable to the party ac- 
cused.. -^ The SJame Colonists, it seems, still in^xorabiy, 
oppose the reception of such witnesses, however cre- 
dible, and however unimpeachable on every ground but 
tbe.colottr of their skins, when necessary tp enforce the 
la>7s against the oppressors of tbeir unfortunate class. 
Neither the Assemblies nor their partisans here, it seems^ 
will .consent in that respect to change a rule which their 
more jzealou^ phampipiis themselves hav^ condemned a^ 
an insurmountable obstacle to the protection of the 
Slaves, and the course of public justice. 

Now, Sir, this is the experience we have had for se- 
veoraud-twenty years. It was in April 1797 that this 
recommendation was sent to the Assemblies, supported, 
as I have shown, by every powerful motive that could 
be suggested' — backed^ by the influence of their own 
agents,«7-by the Colonial Proprietors, — by the unani- 
mous vote of Parliament, — and by the zealous solicita- 
tions of- the Duke of Portland, then at the head of the 
Colonial department. And yet we see that in those two 
great points chiefly recommended to their* attention,, 
the -religious instruction of the Slaves^ and their pro- 
tection by law from the wanton injuries of their masters 
and other oppressors, the case virtually stands in the 
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year 18S4 just ag it stood in the year 1797. Is it int'<fttoipe- 
rate, then-^is it unreasonable — is it precipitslte, in this 
Society, not to be content with a new reference to the same 
Assemblies, and not passirefy ta rely agaiii on the n&tBie 
experiment thus tried, and thus found to be fruitless ? 

Our enemies affect to blame us for hot leaving* the case 
in the hands of Govemtnent, and patiently expecting 
the result of its new sdlicitations ; and even to ascribe 'to 
this cause the intemperate conduct df the Colonies ; but 
was not the case left in the hands of the Governraelif, aiid 
had not its influence with the Assemblies fiill scop6, with- 
out any interruption from usr, from 1797 till the spriiig of 
the last year? ' If a term of twenty^six years was not 
long enough for patient accqutescence on our part, hdw" 
lohg^ were we expected to wait before we raided ^ur Voice 
against this great national iniquity, and invokied thcf mo- 
ral and religious feelings of the British pebple to aid tis 
in a call for reformation ? 

■'They object also to the neceiisary means which their 
own obstinacy compels us to employ.- How, otherwise,- 
cah/^e oppose to the* formidable and fatal influence 
wbich'the Colonial party possesses in and out of Parlia-' 
ment, and which they inde&tigably employ against nsr 
through a thousand channels public aiid private, the only 
power that we can invoke, that of public opinion, witfa- 
ont exposing' those cruel abuses which we wish to correct, 
andioxciting public discussions on the duty and the means 
of reformation ^ Yet we are loaded with invectives for 
pursuing this necessary course. We are accused of , ex- 
citing' discontent among the unfortunate Slaves (as if 
it were possible for human beiiigs not to be di^cont^nt 
with such a condition as they are reduced to), and evei'y 
ordinary disorder incident to the system, as well as the 
mischiefs which their own extreme rashness and viotence, 
hi bpposition to the mieasuresof Grovernment, have occa* 
stoned, are laid to our charge, on the insidious aiid absurd 
pretence that the discussions in Parliament, and in bur 
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pubtic' prinU, atie read aiid fhiMnteqiret^d by ihk poor 
igUprant and degraded beings to whom tliey relate; 

f^y if the ikct were so, what <Ahet alternative is left 
taus by their own dbduraey, unless wholly to abandon 
the sacred oanse in which we are engaged? Wentnst 
do this^ CHT continue our efforts to enlighten the people of 
Ekaglimd on thin subject!; ^^ ^ promote by their eonsti; 
tiitiooal influence what we belie¥e to be the only effectual 
Hii9e4y> Parliamentary legislation, which without Che 
aid of popular feeing it would be difficult perhaps for the 
GovernnMUt itself to apply. 

,But : the alarms witii which the public mind is assailed 
by our adversaries, are utterly groundless ; and^re felt by 
Ihems^lves to be so. No maa can read tiie newspapers 
printed in the Colonies, of whieh the only patrons and chief 
readers are the White inhabitants, without being coni 
vinced, unless he supposes them to wish for in8;urr6ctk>n8,; 
that they entertain no real fear of such effects firom our 
disdiscHonsv It would be impoasible for me taput this 
ai;gu|nent in a stronger and more conclusive manner thao 
th^t in which it haa be^a stated in the Report. But, 1^ 
wi|y,of further illustration, let us suppose that aHy'inan 
in, tlii^ metropolis were to set himself^ teioppoile that* va<4 
luaUe. improvement) ' the lightii^ our streets 'by gad 
lanips, professing that he thought them so ^xlremeiy 
dafig^rous ,even in our public streets, from the risk' of 
copftagration^ that they ought not to be suffered ; imdcleft 
us further suppose^ that the -same man, notw ithntandirig 
this, was at the same moment known to be constrneting ga^ 
pipes and lamps in his own dweHing and bis own ware-^ 
hou^s^.though'^Ued with, the most combustible -and va-- 
luable effects, for the benefit of the same tnvenlien ;*— *' 
surely we. should be inclined lo say in such a case, ^^ Thia 
man cannot be in earnest. Gas lights may be safe^ or 
they miLy be dangerous ; but his opinion is plain fromhia 
conduct ; ^nd his fears are mere pretence and imposture/^ 
Not less inconsistent is the affiscted alarm of the refiiden^ 
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l^laoters and Proprietors of Sbves in the West InAm^ 
on the score of our discussion^ on this side of the Atlantic^ 
while their- own newspapers, which they^ would stop in a ' 
moment if they contained any thing that they thought u»> 
safe to themselves, are filled every week, not merely with 
the reports of what we publish or what we say, but with 
the most inflammatory comments and the most danrgerooi^ 
perversions, a& well calculated as possible, if the Slaves 
were indeed readers of newspapers, and political speeu* 
lators, to excite them to resistance and revolt. 

To expose this insincere and disingenuous conduct ift 
not needlesis ; for Yoiir Royal Higbneds knows, that ab- 
surd though such an objection is when used to silence ne^ 
cessary discussion in- this country, and inconsistent though 
it grossly is in the mouths of our Colonists, it unlbrtu*- 
nately does in some degree serve their insidious purpose^ 
in the minds of well meaning but uninformed men among us. 

In-this and other points 'the disingenuous ilrts employed 
against us ofiendalmost as much against truth and reason ^ 
as the system defended by them, does against justice and 
humanity ; and we may learn from the character of this 
opposition, as well as from its violence, how littie ground 
of hope there is that the Assemblies will be disposed to 
change their conduct, and to adopt with sincerify and ef^ 
feet the recommendations of His Majesty^sQovemment. 
I heartily wish that I could* hold out to Your Royal 
H^hness and to the Meeting, personally conversant as i 
am with the state of things in those Colonies, the slightest 
hope of such a change ; but I must frUnkly declare. Sir, 
that I have no hope of that kind; and regard all solicitil- 
tions addressed to the Assemblies as tending only to de-' 
lay, disappointment and mischief 

But do I therefore wish that this Society should fly' 
in the face of His Majesty'&Ministerd ? or that we Should 
impute to them insincerity in their -professions ? Do I 
wish that we should be insensible of (he merit of what 
they have done, because we are tku^ reasonably df strust*- 
ful, and even despairing, of the means they are employing 
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to. accomplish that which they have en^ged HurHier to 
do? Far indeed am I, Sir, from such injuHice, or from 
recbmitiending^ any conduct, ta this Society incoiisistcfnt 
with a perfect reliance oh the good intenlions ^ His Ma- 
jesty's Government. For several months to come^'at 
least,; the case must impltcitlybe left in their hands; and 
their new experiment on the Assemblies will be tried 
wUiiQiit toy 'interference by ns^ I need -not: say ^^'Wait/* 
lor.we must wait;. as the Parliam^nttairy session is How on 
the point of bei^g closed. Uiitil the neict winter no prac- 
ticjal m^asureacanbe proposedto Parliament, which alone, 
iilf:my'<op4nion,'will or can do arty- thing effectual. Mean- 
timo/we: should rest satisfied, and I for one am r^adyto 
say we have much teafion to be so, that it is the sincere 
intention of Ministers to redeem the pledjge they have 
given' us on this interesting and sacred sobje):t> ' 

But it is nowise inconsistent with the most perfect 
confidence in them, to' persist by all projper and re- 
spectful means in keeping up the public interest in our 
oau^e^ and preparing for a further es^pr^ssion of thatrge*^ 
netsi feeling which we know to exist in its favour, with 
bU who understand its merits, and are not enlisted by. 
their private interests and connexions in the ranks of our. 
opponents. Such means are often necessary in this, 
free country to support the right intentions of the .Go- 
vernment, and strengthen its hands ; especially when 
the combined and active exertions of a powerful party, 
actuated by particular interests, are zei^lously opposfed to 
the interests^ the wishes, and the duties of the nation at 
large* Let ns, then, notwithstanding what we b^Ve at-^ 
tained in possession and promise, and notwithstanding all 
the clamours and the prejudices that are opposed to us, 
persevere in our appeals to the understandiugs and the 
consciences of our countrymen, against this great evil, and' 
this great national crime of Slavery, until we have ob« 
tained' from Parliament, a deliverance from its nu^hiefs^ 
and its guilt. In these views, Sir, I most cordially second: 
the Motion that has been made, ^^That the Thanks of thi^l 
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[^M^K!^ SH^^ *P *b^ yic^-Presidents^ Treasurer, and 

ToipmiUef^ of.the Society, for the Report now read ; that 

it be re|bi;rred to them to consider the proprietyof print* 

ingan^ ctrculating the sa)^tance,of the Report ; and that 

they he requested to conjtinue their valuable services*^' ] 

The inotion was then put^and carried unanimously. 

•» - 'I . - ^ . . 

The Honoural;»le Bapti s t No EL.«<|i>!Sir, if the Plaiiters 
of pemerara had bea^d at this moment .that emancipa- 
tion. yfSL^ declared by the Government of this country for 
their Slaves, it would not haVe fallen on them more like 
a clap of thunder, than it has on me on hearing myself 
called to addrc^ this Meeting on the motion which I 
hold in my hand. But, Sir, the unexpectedness of the 
call, and my consequent waht of preparation, will save 
this Meeting from what it otherwise might have been 
exposed to— a t^djoi^s endeavour to enforce a motion, 
ithe importance of which I^cannot but feel most strongly. 
The spirit of that motion is, that this Meeting recognises 
the system of Slavery, such as it exists in our Colonies, to 
he repugnant to the spirit of Christianity, contrary to 
the soundest maxims. of policy, and a gross violation of 
the principles of humanity and of justice. It goes on to 
state, '^ that,.iuumated with the hope of being instrument 
tal in putting a period to this state. of oppression and 
suffering, and wiping out this (pul reproach to the British 
name and character, .tfai^ Meeting now pledge themsc^lves- 
to prosecute the sacreii cause they have undertaken, with 
.2eal, activity and perseveifanca,' until, by the blessing of 
Ggi on their Ainited e&^ts, they are enabled to rejoice 
together in the finalatcomplishment of their great work 
©r^iercy." I should feel't^e gjreWer difficulty in press- 
ing this motion oil. the attentioti of the Meeting, had I 
not been completely anticipated by that able Report 
which has been read to-day, and by the' speech of the 
iidfiouraUe j^entleman.w^ho has just sat down, and to 
%faam X hay e listened wUh the highest satisfaction and the 
dMpesI interest. Nothing need be added to the argu- 
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menis brought forward by tbat honoprable gentleman 
and in the Report which you haveheard, and to that 
mass of information which has been given in the publi* 
cations issued to the world through the aid of this 
Society, in order to pro^e that, the system of Slavery 
existing in the Colonies, is entirely repugnant to the 
spirit of Christianity* The.questioQ w^ Jizye to.con9i4er 
is not what Slaveryls in the abstract ; we are called jto 
pronounce what the Slavery in oiir Colonies is — whi^t 
Slavery is in Jamaica^ — what in Demerara ; — a Slavery 
.which, in spite of the veil that has been spread over it» 
more hideous features — ^in spite of the dtiBciilty of getting: 
access to its grosser horrors^— in spite of the. efforts made 
to hide from this country its real eharacter-^it is now 
clearly demonstrated, is a system so replete with enormity 
and horror, that we no longer can hesitate in employ iug^ 
\vith respect to it the very strongest terms of reproba-^ 
tion» Is ft not, I would adc, (and I am sure the heart of 
every one here will respond to that question,)— Is it not re- 
pvgnant to the spirit of Christianity that pqe man should 
be the absolute proprietor of his fellow, and the arbiter 
of his destinies — that he should have powei^ not on|j 
to shut him out from the enjoyment of all the blessings 
which a bountiful Providence so profusely lavishes upo^ 
man, but from the higher blessings of Christian light and 
knowledge, so a^ almost to destroy that attribute which 
distingukhesb^m from the brute^^ while it linl^s him with 
the Diviaity-^his n^oral responsibility ? Is it possible that 
a Slave under the despotic and uncontrouled authority of 
his mastery should be a morally responsible being in the 
same sense in which yfe are responsible beings ? Win 
any one deny that it is repugnant to Christianity, that 
one human beingi ^i the will of a fellow mian^ should be 
liable to have ail the finest feelings X>f his heart outraged 
without the possil^ility of redress— that he shouldbe liable 
to be torn and for ever separated from the society of bi» 
wife and children-:— that he should be lifible to have his 
body lacerated with the blpody scourge, without daring 
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Kr yiter'tbe 6l%1ite6t nuirmur or coiDfrlsfint pt| acco^pt of 
tile paiofiid.ftnibarbacf>vts:iiifli0tiofi i A thousniid t^ribl^ 
iiUits fitigitf be Jbuncm^t S9rW9^td jto attest Hie ]tr^tb of thi^ 
alale orcbibgs.Trl^ofc a^tiio »t)lJbye provision wbjcb b^ 
been u^dffi&t tlie«ilistruotio|i pf tfie Slaye9 in .ChripU- 
anitymrjio^ itiUenM^ly dbeflcient it 19 1 What ipade/qMfiAe 
hKeans . faaire been employed nhe tb^ hP&^9 f>f tbee^ 
wretebad lieings' to tho^ brigpht regiood of pieace, aa:)d t^t, 
luid joyj wliitb Cbrisfiani4y4>iiein^ to the view ! In gen^a), 
tbey are ' wuffened by tbeir maMersr to rer«iaJip in a 4t^te q( 
heatheAkh ^d^HiXtstidnief-^aU religious Jknotrled^e^ and in 
H waiee thAh heatheliilBb wi'etehednasaand degi'adi^tton,; 
and all^ leat tlieir oivn psAiry temporal interests sibould 
snSer by £be moral lelevatian Of ti&eir SW^s, ' And w)9^ 
jexGuse can be offered feC' tbi9 ^iltrageoas tiplatipn q{ 
4 very Cbrbtian diuty ? !&s jt'tbe cplotir of 4be Skive i Js 
i€ the degraded 6f ate dtfntellect or of j^oi^al^* to whicb^ 
by ixurQw^ aysteai9\we hlv^ redueed bim i- X$ it becm^ti^'^ 
having made hirb aSlaVe, 3«;e bdite d<>omed bim to peases 
tbited e'ml dispositions^ whieb never ^iji 4;o ' dbaracterize ^ 
state of Slavery)- riv^ether the subject nf it.be white ^ 
black? Is it oii this jatQOUnt, or pfi What otbei*^ tbsit we e^ 
cladJB him ' frotor itbe . pdle of our sympatby) andpystOr 
matieally depresft' bim front oni* own level to tbat of tb^ 
liriiUes tkat p^tirii i iEt Mke^ tery little difiT^ence, in ouf 
Jestimate of the evH of il^avery, jtbat there mfty bo many 
Pla:nter8 in Janoiaioa, aad in the other Colonies, who jprove 
mild and merciful masters, :wbo have th^ iirtdrie^ of their 
po€u? Slaves •at ^heart;:andai» an:3i^fond.to^4ti|eliorate theip- 
AonditionV. Ail this cannot reetify the iwipTable evils Qjt 
ibe eysteln; tbe«e are bejfopd the rea9^ of individnKl bc^ 
ndvolenee. Tn proof of this, let any 'one look at Mr. Ste- 
'pben's excettetit* deUneation of Colonial Slavery) and 
. tfafen let him a^ himself n^betfaer a« system fin -^M vesp^ets 
fiO'exeeratileaSi'tbisJbas.erer.tfefore existed. Itisdi^c^U 
to fia4^€^rms^|ipg. enough toelspiiess aDone feels on tbe 
. f nbject s -and; yet i ftar^ :^n Ibd lo^^r bandf 1^ ii^ )Usifi^ 
fierms jpf: appropriate ;ferp€t Ivitb r^spe^tto 4b/e ^y«telt(lJ a 
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•hottld be tlioQghl jlo entertsiin fediiflp of emhfty'fo the 

persoiigof tfaoBe who^ by inheritance or purchase^ posteM 
a property in Sl&ves. This is not the case : at the saine 
time it is impossible to contemplate without indi|^ation^ 
*a system by Which the subjects of it may be remediiessly 
wronged in every liray in which it is possible for one roan 
to wrong his fellow ; and may be made to sustain, in ad- 
dition to all the numberless Texatious^and nameless aggra- 
vations which the detaib of, every day may bring with it, 
iiyuries of the severest and most lasting hind, without the^ 
hope or possibility of redreds. Surely this 19 a state which 
ought no longer to exist imder a Christian Oovemment. 
A further proof of the uiictirtstian tendency of Colonial 
•Slavery is to be found in those recent proceedings in'De- 
merara, which we all have so much reason to deplore ; I 
mean the proceedings on the Court Martial which ad- 
Judged Mr. Smith to death. What doctrines could be 
gmore utterly repugnant to Christianity, than those which 
were advanced by that Court — advanced, nay, and acted 
iq>on too, without any apparent consciousness that they 
were thus repugnant? The gentlemen who composed 
that Court, adjudged Mr. Smith to have violated Ins diity 
as a Christian minister, and to have committed a heinous 
l^ence, becauMf he taught the Slaves who atteQded hiin, 
that one of the indispensable obligaitionis bf the Christian 
religion was the observance of the Sabbath. Can that 
'system be otherwise than repugnant to the spirit of Chria> 
tiiillfclafa; whidi will not permit fits most important duties to 
be performed by oineteeii twentieths of the populiUion, 
tfnd makes it even treasonable to inculcate them ? A 
Christian minister, in short, becomes criminal^ in their 
eyes,^ who teaches th^ Slavey to obey those laws of Qod 
wlifich.their Masters are in the constant habit of violatinjg! 
But I will not waste words in the proof either bf this or of 
-th# other point embraced by my motion, namely, that the 
Sia t u ry of our Colonies is a gross violation of the princi- 
ple^ of justice, as wrilas of the soundest masiims of policy. 
ICproo6 were needed, the Report wehfive heard would 
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fbrmsli them ; , and if not, I should only hare to appaal to 
the hetet of every individbiil in this rboltf for ka truth; 'i% 
there one who breathed the atmosphere of this fhse ahfl 
hapi^y land, who is not conscious that all hitf best feelings 
would be otitiraged if ie Ws t6 be transplilnted into that 
regioA of sorrow and sulTering and degradation, of tyranny 
and oppression, where Slavery (>revaits, and where its 
demoralizing effect is as terrible on the Save master at 
on the Slave himself^arrying iti blighting curse to every 
thinjj;^ with which it comes in contact— witbetiiig the best 
energies of human nature, and under its baneful inflneiice 
turning into barrenness the fertility of tKd most loxmiant 
soil ? And what is the practical result to which all these 
considerations should btlAg US ? Is it not this ?— That it is 
an imperative duty, Wblci^ must bind the conscience of 
every one amon^ us^ lo v^ijieofTfirom our beloved ooun. 
try that blot which j^t reddliinBioQ her chiicacter for not 
having done all' she might have dene to terminate this 
horrible state of Slavery. Is it not a duty, which we must 
alt feel in our cbriscieiMes to be absolutely imperative, 
steadily and per6evering1y,-^with temperance I admit, but 
still with a steadiness which no oppoisitidn can overcbme, 
which no interest can be able to resist-^o' persevere in 
bringing to the speediest termination possible M ibul a 
system of oppression and irreligion ? I hope from my heart, 
Sir, that the successive appeals which are made to our 
eooscieaces will not be without th^it effect— that' we shall 
mot look on our meetitfig here as a niere perfunctory ser- 
vice, but that- we shall feel ourselves deeply bound tod 
pledged, individually and colledively, to do all that.in us 
lies to bring this monstrous evil to a terminatbn,; While 
we make the accomplishment of thi» <eVent the subject of 
our unceasing prayers. I trust that we shall do all we can 
io spread more and more wij^ly the detestation' of Sla« 
very, never ceasing, even ttlVdbath, to pursue it to ite en- 
tire and univer^l extermination. Let those of us espe- 
cially who are commencing life, resolve on ^mutating 
the great examples whtoh have been set us by. men dear 
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to ter Jm^ts \ and wbp^^bi^yiBg bfgiHn tb» wis^i^f truggU 
bfefo^e JM»IB« 0f lis^w^re y^ in bei^g, huve contiiuied to 
tht« day to maiatain it with uniliiiiinishecl energy i^ad ef* 
feet. Let Its tt^d i0 ;their stef|s*7-4et ug 4nibibe their 
fHrhloipiesMb^t' us. ^pulaf^ thejr laliours and e^crifi^e^ 
9sd pecaie^^ring effiH-tS) iiDj:il W€' shall have finally wiped 
away from i^ui: beloved country this foi4 stain which still 
fieUoteB herna^in^* 

V Lnow cooqludfe with pi$<^pdsi|ig to Your Royal High-i 

nefir and to! this . Meeting, the fqllawipg R^K^utii^^ :- 

^^ That, ttt: the lipinioii of this Meetings the bondage 

in^ which. eig]M;hiHidr0i^,<t]^u«and <^ their feUoir 

V snfajQcts iiret held, is r^ugnant if the spirit of Chtis- 

tmmty, ; colxtrai^y :to: the soundest n^axims of policy^ 

and a gross violsitio^ of the.p^inoqjdes of hum^j^iity 

. and jtti^c^; and thnt, animated with the hope of 

c bciihg iiisirnmeptatl in putj^ing aperiod to'thts^at^ 

^ oppiMsion and wfferjng, and 'Wiping out thi# 

foui feptoaphto (bft British .n^niet^d character, thci 

,* M^etiiig . uoW pl^g^ jdiem^lv^s t^ prosei^ate the 

sacred cause 4hey Mve uiideFtaken, with seal, a^-» 

tiyity^ .and perseverjan^^e^; until,, by the blessing bf 

God on; their united efforts, they are enabled to re-r 

joice together Jn the final accooiplishmeikt of theiQ 

great .work of ipercy ." 
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Mr. T. B, MAcAuj;AT,-7-H?kd I been requested, Sir^ 
to lend my. support to {iny other resolutiou th&n that 
which has. been proposed ; by my honourable fri^nd^ 1 
could not. have offered myself to: your notice withoiit 
great rd.uctaiice» I should. have felt that the cause iti 
which we: are engagady although it could never have a 
warmer friend, might eai^ily have found ^ more able and 
more experienced -. advocate. - I should . have thought id 
advisable that you should he addressed by seme gentlcf 
man who had dktinguishled- himself in this or in a for<t 
mer great contest for the rights of human ^nature^ rather 
than by one whose only claim to youi^ attention is de- 
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rived from - s^rvic^s not His pirn. . Froip these feelings 
I am relieved by the nature of the presen^ ^notion. It 
is a motion which,, as I conceive, I can second^ not pnlf 
without presumpttoni but with peculiar propriety. It 
is a tootioa which seems especially to belong to those 
who are entering on life,; — to those who^ although they 
hajre not contribiited to your past succeas, are ambitious 
to participate in your futuit'e labours. It pledges us. tp 
continued exertion : — it announces that even tf those, in 
whose guidance we have hitherto confided, be destined 
to leave unfinished the work which they h^ve so glori^ 
ously beguiiy the good c^use shall not therefore want 
fresh chainpions, nor, if it must t>e. so^^ fresh martyrs; 
As a friend to humanity, Sir, I caiinot look without the 
greatest satisfaction on auch si Meeting assembled fi>r 
such an object.' We hear, indee/d, much of the, perni- 
eious tendency of these discussions; — we ^re tpl4 that 
they inflame the passions of the ^ave and endanger the 
|»ersoh aiid property of the. Master ; — we are adjured to 
take warning by the insurrection;s of, Barbadoes and De- 
m'erara ;— and these admonitions may have produced an 
effect on some honoursible and benevolent minds. To me 
itseem's somewhat singular, tkat such assertions should 
proceed' from t^e isame persons by whom we have been 
assured Aal the system of Colonial Slavery is the glory 
of the British name, the envy of the British peasant,—* 
that all its evils exist only iii theory 9 — that in its prac- 
tical operation it i$ the greatest of blessing^. No as- 
sertions, however bold and pertinacious, can possibly 
bbtain credit when they so directly contradict ea(ih other. 
Never was any Government at once so benignant and 
so insecure ;— ^never were.any subjects^t once so happy 
and so turbulent. Abuses merely sp^^lative neveir yet 
roused to revolt the great body of Uny people. An edu; 
cated man of enlarged views and enthusiastic jtemper, b^ 
Thrasea or a Sydney, may Convince himself that one forni 
of government h^s a greater tendency than another to 
promote the happiness of mankind ^ and by such consid^- 
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ratiolis fie niay be iiidaced to engage in hazardous ^nter-* 
prise's. Bui the multitude is not thus influenced. When 
Oiey are excited to a general revolt, it is not by speeches ;' 
it is hot by pamphlets ; it is not by meetings ;— but by phy- 
sical evils— by sensible privations— by the spoliation of 
the honest fruits of their industry— by the violation of 
the sacred ties 'of nature— 4)y unmeasured exaction— -by^ 
8tripes — by insults^by the strong necessity of famine.—' 
These things sting men to madness. These things turn^ 
plough-shares into swords, and pruning-^hooks into 
spears. But when was it' ever known that the mere ex- 
posure of theoretical evils excited a people to rebellion, 
while they were enjoying comfort and personal security f 
We need not look very far for instances :—Tobserve the 
state of our own country! For many years, hundreds 
have been employed in" tilling the people of En- 
gland that they are debarred from their just rights — ; 
that they are degraded — that they are Enslaved. Every 
day. this is heard— read— believed by thousands. Morci 
appeals are made to their passions in a week than tcr 
those of the West Iriifian. Slaves in a yeai^. Yet who 
lives in 'the apprehension of rebellion F Who, except in 
tim^ of temjporary distress, expects even a riot ? Who 
does not know that, while their rights of property, 
person, and conscience, are protected by law, and while 
they are well fed and clothed, Cobbett may write away 
his fingers,* and Hunt may talk away his lungs in vain ! ' 
And yet, Sir, with this example before us, we are rc^ 
ciuired to* believe that men whose situation is infinitely 
Detter than that of the' English peasant — men whose 
condition is a realizatiori of Utopia, a renewal of the 
golden a^ej an~ anticipation of the prophetic millennium 
'^— <:anno£ safely be permitted to hear ^ single whisper 
against'the systelRi^ under which they live. It requires 
W skilful interpreter to translate these forebodings of 
danger into confessions of tyranny. — ^What are we to 
think of a system which^ as its advocates tell us, cannot 
be discussed without exci ting Insurrection? What, again, 
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ar^ we to think of a system und^r irhich insurrecticoa ^ 
(as Us advocates also tett us) canhot be suppressed 
without massacre ? Look at the punishments inflicted' 
a few. years back on the insurgents '6f Barbad'6es,'and' 
recently on those in Demerara; Where, in the whote- 
history of mpdem Europe, shall we find an instance in 
which the destruction of so large a proportion of the 
population has been deemed necessary for the safety of 
the survivors i rfjie British subjects of tli« New World 
have outdone, immeasurably outdone, all the mnitaiy 
despots, all the frantic Jacobins of the Old. Their ten- 
der mercies are more cruel than the vengeance of Dun« 
dee ;*-their little fingers are thicker than the loins of 
Alva ; — ^Robespierre chastised with whips, but they chas- 
tise with scorpions. But,* we are tmd, this was nol^ 
wanton cruelty :— -it was: indispensably necessary lor the 
peace and safety of the Colonies ! Grant It — and wbai 
then? Must not every particle of blame which is tafc^nr 
away from the agents be laid on the system ? What must 
be the state of things which makes that wholesome se« 
verity, which elsewhere would be diabolical atrocity ? 
What are we to think of the condition of a people, ivheii 
inflictions so tremendous are necessary to ' make eiidu* 
ranee appear to them a less evil than rebellion i Woe 
to that society which has no cement bat filbod! Woe to 
that Government which, in the hour of success, must not 
dare to be mercifiil ! I need np^ other testimony against 
the Colonists than that with which they themselves fhr* 
nish us, and that which daily and hourly forces itself oa 
our notice. When^I see institutions which tremble at 
every breath— institutions which depend for suppmi on 
restless suspicion— on raving caluniiny'— on outrageous 
persecution-^on' military force-^on infiimous teiBtimony^^ 
on perverted law— I have no further o^d of witnes9<^ 
or of arguments, to convince me that they miist be at 
flagitious and iinjudt as are the meanS; by which they ai^ 
upheld. We hear; ihdeed, that thi& system, in'tWry 
confessedly odious, is in practice lenient and liberal; and 
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a)luiiidan[ce..(^ loco^. . ti^imppy i^ ,a4dwed to,tbi/i effeet* 
Ifiopfti testiniQi^ i^ indeed ip valuable .when it cati be ob- 
tidockl miaduiterated ,b^ lociil intore^and local preju- 
dice ; but that it is adulterated X must always belie yie, 
irliea I «ee that it contradicts gpraat general principles. 
)s it poeBible that the |>ower. with which the Slave codes 
ijtvest ^he Master can, be exercised without being perpe- 
tupiUy aliased i If so^. then is there, no truth in expe- 
neoco^-thaR is -there no consistencv in human nature-<- 
tben is histofy a.fitble, and political scieacea juggle, and 
the wisdom of our a^^stors .nundnesst. axid the British 
copatftatio&Aoame;! L^us break up ^he benches oi 
tt^ House o( Cpmamis •• for . firewood, and put JMagna 
Charta into battledores ! These assertiops^ tben^ of our 
fpponentsar^ not-ythey cannot be true ; and fortunately 
it is "Hot merely byfeasoni^g on general principles .that 
we*ar<} enabled to < vefut^ then»« Out of. the mouths of 
^ira^ver^arife^ themaelvies we can fnUjr show that West 
IndiaaSlavevy Is an ^vil^-^a great aii4 fearful avil^— ah evil 
without, any affinity to gppd principles, pv any tendency 
tO'gQod'eflSBct»*-*an<eiulso poisonous that it imparts to 
sJmost /#very atpi^tidote a nature as deadly as its own ! 
When 4bi^, qpuntry has b^teQ endangered either by op-f 
prOjisivet powder or by.popnUMrdelusfon, truth has stilt 
posseaaed^one/irresiatible organ— jusi^ce one inviolf^bl^ 
tFihiinal';-«^that prg^has been qo]Ein&;IJ8h Press — that 
tribunalanSkiglisb Jury*^ Butiii thpsajwretched islands 
w^ see a Pressvmpre hostile to truth th^n any Censor; 
and Juries more insensible to justipe than any Star 
Chamber^r in t^se islands idpue is exemplified the full 
Hieaping^tbe most tremendous of the curses denouncea 
agai««t the aj^oslate Hebrews, << t will curse your bless-* 
ings^!" Ihave said that this may be proved from the 
oonfessioa i3if our antagonists. There ace few persons 
.present, J: presume, who have npt bestowed some atten- 
tion on the case of the late Mr« Smith. We remember-^ 
and God Almighty forbid that ever we should forget ! — , 
how- on that occasion haired — deep, cunning, rancorous 
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mduningr) iio rdRtge in Ibe Tel^y |rraf et : ^.-is ttue tj|al 
\h^ jiieoifterfr df IhaiGMlrt M^i»}^^bairf bithettp c^pecl 
j^hd^tigflta of a iRirlifdrnienitery tmaut^it-it .19 trtid i(|ia| 
ihjdM wbo. bad not: Ae bliitdibood to aeiyiit^ jbad; not i\m 
virtlieta coademnibem^ Bill mot \es$ trm .is ittliftt 

dantfintory :iranii(S^^<*4iaf ^ fm^ iM tetttj^iKfe^ ^ apl wili 
i^isiiR^iUy ei^aeate it}rtAiid:hi6ttoy. wiU4wbitk!|0> ra^K 
iM I prcKSc^iaga <>f tfaat G<mrt with tihge$ <of tiM^:ia¥ir^ 
derous Judgaa lof Latimer and Sjrda^ t 
r N^W^Sity wftat imsftbt arc«i4eii«d40fie^4nru^ 
late discussion, by the advocates of the Colonists i . Wlint 
^Q9 tbe fi^asoni^g Mfbilsb tbey ^posed 4o fvbat (if I Qfay 
iFQntaire jto.add the bua^Ue^iroica cif private vfujp^rcttQ tba 
U0s^iii|[9LOf the widow Md to the app}i^a«e.of afr adniiriiig 
nf^ljoB) IwottU eal) ani^ of tbe IKd»^st.6tr^gglefra:vw 
9)aintaliied by. gemtit in. tb^ «aaBe of lifbertyi ^f jodtificr^ 
and. of Mtioaal boDQur ? What was their atfgiinK»||t% 
They ppsiliv^y asserted) ikey re/^4r(etf^ asserliM/tliat^ 
in tb^ opioi9% ^ Jury tompoped of PianteiB woald ba«4 
acted with far iboi^q: vioknee and ii^usticQ 4bM did-tUl 
CourtMcfrtiat— tkiB Cf^rt Mai^ti^l whioh.iiot oat p£tbMi<9 
selv^ wDuU defendr-tb}s Court Martial whicfa coaU noi 
find a sii>gle litw^ar t0 stakeJiia professiooplcbsraistercm 
the legaKty ^( its pfo^f^ngan Their aijgiuiient was this $ 
^^ Tliifigfi hav^ ddubtle^sr b^eq done MrhJiA> fibouU «oi 
bavjp been doncf } 4r$Q it is thai 4be Cpui^t p^fl(iitted the 
Judge AdvotsaAetQ Mt in a iray totally iocoiittsteiit with 
bis oflS^; ^rue it is ,ibat they admitted -beanay evide3€9 
on one.side^ ami r^ecst^d it:OB the other; tbe^y tried, i^ 
iDap.QV#rii4ioBi they had no jaii^dictipn-r-tbey convieted 
bim.MMtboat jsatisfii^i^ evideBee-rrtbey eondemned «bim 
to a ))iini4ii9ent not trarcanted by law : but we .must ell 
make allowttoces^ we must judge by comparison ; Mr, 
Smith bad great rea&on to be thankful ; it might have 
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bMi 'WMtli #Mw. ^Polf th|Dk^.wlAt ipoold.Jkaw U«b 
Ae case if lie had had.a J«ry*of Wlwtft Ftaatert to try 
Mnrl Tint voald /Bwely kaw boenaafinkgly worse ! " 

Sir, I bave always had the hai^pmess of liviiii; ander 
the pTOtectidta of the law of Eoghad, aad therefore I am 
iltterly^ unable to imagiiie^ what could be worse. Bui 
thoo^ I hare a deader kaow^l^ei I have a large &ith^ 
I am by no ineatte>80>)»^emHiptooos a»4o set any limit to 
Ae possible injoslioe of a W^st iadiaa Judicature i; and 
sinde the Colimisis sokinaly as^um us that a Jury of their 
own body not only posiefiMy* mighty but Jieoessarily must, 
have* acted wkh more violenee - aad injustice than . this 
Court Martial^ I certainly shall not pretend to dispute 
the UsMrt ion^ although I am utterly at a loss to conoeive 
the mode. 

< Therefore, Sir, I am warranted, by the omfession of 
hm opponents, in saying that this system ought not to 
stand ; and, thank Chid, by the character of the British 
ipeei^e I am warranted in saying thai it cannot stand. 
!&i^and cannot long t<derate it,* without renouncing her 
elaiia lo hir highest lind most peculiar distinction* She 
has, indeed, much in which to glory. She may boast of 
her ancient laws^«-of her magnilicent literature— of her 
long list of maritime and military triumphs ; — she may 
beast of the vast extent and security of her empire ;<--bttt 
ahe has still a hig^r praise : — ^it is her peculiar glory, not 
Umt she has ruled so widely«-*nol that she has coiiquered 
•so qplendidly--^4Hit that she has ruled onVy to blesj^, and 
oenqueied only to spare t Her' iiliightiesl empire is that ' 
of her morals, herhroguage, and her laws ;«-^her proudest 
i4ctories, those she has aeUePved over fero<eity and igiltK 
ranee ;--»her most durable tcofihies, these she has erected 
in the hearts^ of dvilised aild libeimted nations. The 
strong moral feeling i^the Bliglish people— their hatred 
<if injustice— their disptmilion^' ti> -make every sacrifice 
rather lha» ftartieipateiir crime; these have long been 
their glory, their strength, their safety ! I trust that they 
wittloiig be so.' I trust that Englishmen will feel on this 
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^b^eatkyii/ iui ba to many other ocoasiosi: tlieyiMiM Ukf 
thlBt the policy whieh. justice und merey neseommead.y ^is 
Ibat which can alene secure the • happiaest of'tn^nm 

and.the st^bilily oftiirenes. 

It is" surely detigbtftily^^ir, to look fbrwafd to that f^ 
:riod when a series of lihf nd and prudent measuref ibad^ 
have deUVered ishnds, so highly fiivoilred by the horaaty 
of Ifronl)eoce, flpom the curse inflicted on them by the 
frantic rapacity of man. Tben.the peasant of the Antilles 
win no longer crawl, in listl^s and trembling dejection^ 
abound a plantation frcmi whose fruits he must derive n0 
^dvanrtage^ and a hut whose door yields htm , no protect- 
tloa ; but, when his cheerful and voluntary labour is coto- 
rplisted, be will return, with the firm step and erect brow 
of a Britiffh citizen, from the field which is his freehold 
to the house which is bis ^ castle. Then those regions 
where ctviiizalion has disfdayed only its strength, wiU 
exhibit also the fruits' of its wisdom and its mercy jrrsarts 
w^ieaces — ^letters-^equal laws^— benevddeot institutioi|B 
v^the temples of a pure religion— rAe marts of aleglj^ 
mateeommerce — tribunals where justice, may be expected 
even by a Negro or a Missionary— ^senates if here liberal 
senfiiiieBts and decorous phraseology will have succeeded 
td the doctrines aad language of Buccaneers ! I caaaot 
tWnk fliese anticipations chimerical, wheh I reflect oa the 
past ^ndition of our own country, and mi the interesting 
Atdpathetm event to which, in a great measure^ H omea 
its present blessiiqfs. In an It^ian Slave Market, a 
{niest observed some children of exqaisite beauty exposed 
'fin* sale. He asked whence they came ; he was told frep 
Eagkiad.' His heart buraed within him; he pitied th^ 
misery aad degradation of a distant peo|de. As soon as 
be was raised to the pi^al throne, he instantly took mea** 
smre^ fi»ilitrodaetn§snto this island IheChristiaa religion, 
and ail the moral and political bfessings by whi^. that 
rel|gioli has ever been accompanied. We are not exactly 
taformeiof the difficulties which he had to emauater^ 
bat we know that in every age haman nature is the same ; 



vT8 

tliat in ^every age it is IhVofigh fiatHsd «um1 «dl>l0qttf that 
the path liestb virtue and tbgld^^. Thcrd wanf prdblMy 
'^ve'sttitesmen to suggest thfettthe w6rk of amelvDiHtioh 
had better be left to Ae Wktehageiaotes of the Hc^ 
*ttir<!hy. 'No dotibt theife" w«re 'slave-holders- who pro- 
't^ed that their Slaves fared mo^ 'sttmptiiousty dmn ih^ 
King bf the^ Ifombsirds. The sttit^e ^f l^tfquin wiEor sdt 
then standing 7n Rome ; but th6ii,' doubtless, there, were 
not warititig wits to derfde hi^ ' enthttsuism, add lifti^ 
to asperse 4id character* It is nbt innpos^ible thtilt thiire 
niay have heeti fbund ruffians topuU'dowfi bis ohupcflf^, 
and forsworn Judges to sendliis'lVlissidnari^es t^'Ae gat- 
lovrs. ■ However this hiay have bedn^ We know tlial hfe 
persevered ;— and now look at the result ! Now liJrik Kt 
the miserabre', the degraded country^ the Itod of th« op. 
pressor and thb oppressed! ' There is freedoth in thet^- 
spiration of its air, and in the very contact of its soil f-^ 
Now look at that ocean which then bore to our cdasit ho^- 
thing but plunderers, and carried back from it nothing 
biit cargoes of misery and despair. That very ocean now 
rolls around us at once to enrich and io defend — tttb^ce 
renders our coast every where accessible to commeiree, 
and every where impervious to war. Look at our nlari^ 
time poV^Jr — at our commercial opulence — hi b^r martia^l 
glory-^at the proud list of our great men ; -and then rc^ 
fleet from what we were raised, 'aiid by what meanii. 
These things should inspire us with hope, andnot wkh; 
hope al6ne. Do ive owe so many-blessings to thte gene^ 
rosity of an ignorant priest in a dark age and a distaiit 
country, and shall not we, who live in tli6 fuIlMaz^- df 
morals anil intellect, exert ourselves for the wetfiire of 
tlose over whose fate we possess an irresistible controuL 
and in whose wrongs we have most deeply participafefdf 
J^gain, therefore, and again we pledge ourselves id tlfcib 
l^ood cause. Danger, difficulty, and opposition, shall only 
animate us to the work. We will consider every succesjb 
as a presage of final triumph ;— every faifure, a^s a call for 
redoubled exertions. Slander^ eiiiiiity, ridicule, wfe^r- 



pect and^ive despise. — When the Crusader in HPasso lifts 
his 8w6rd to break the enchantment of the haunted ferest> 
gigantic forms surroand him— ^terrible voices mieoacehiiA 
— >the mnd roairs-^the sliies are darkened^ihe eiHtk 
shakes betieatb bis feet ;— but thq blow is stroik, and in^ 
stantly the sttn diines forth— tiiel storm subsides-^nd th^ 
d^|tlbI]fs fly howling from the spot' which tbeytoidd pol- 
Ittte no loiter. We are boand on a higher adventtire-^ 
we are sworn tb undo the spell of a fouler witchcraft t-^ 
and it is Oot by any teibpest which the worst arts of bur 4^ 
versaries can conjure up, thai we' will be tuhied Well from 
the entfcf prise. Never, never shal) tbts cbintteert be 
terminated, but by a decisive victory of those prihciples 
of hpnoup, bc^nevolence and fireedom, from whicb afonb 
States ei<n derive a substantial prosperity, and Statesmeh, 
an immortal renown!'* (The speaker sat' down dmidii 
loud cheeringy which lasted' several minutes.) - *' 

l^he motion iiras then put, and carried unanimoiisly.^ * 

. l^ord CALTfcoRPC. — Sir, I cannot submit to Your 
Royal Highness and to this numerous Meeting the R^- 
solution which has been submitted to my cfaai^, withbiit 
declaring the great satisikction and delight I have felt at 
the speech we have just heard ; and I am well convinced 
that the high degree of pleasure which it has excited, and 
which has been so strongly expressed, has been 'greatly 
increased by the persuasion 6f the peculiar grafificatioh 
which that speech must have aflPorded to one of this large 
audience who has naturally the greatest reason to exult 
in its success. This Society might, indeed, well enters 
tain a warm assurance of a very early triumph of its la- 
bours, if we could venture to hope that the t;hildren of 
those who have occupied the foremost ranks in that migfafy 
struggle in whicli it is engaged, would aid its efforts willh 
but a portion of the ability and eloquence we have just 
witnessed. 

In adverting, Sir, to the great end Which this Society has 
in view, I must express my satisfaction at that passageof its 
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loniiiouB R$p<irt which disclaimed any derngo to effect tf 
rash and sudden extinction of Slavery in the West Iiidies^-^ 
^charge which has beoi so atudiously but unjustly brought 
against it ; originating, with those who were from the first 
Jiatprally prompted to decry its labours ; supported by the 
interested and delusive colouring that has been given to 
^passing events ; and countenanced, I regret to say, in 
jBOine degree by the language and measures adopted in 
Pariiament during t^e session ,which is this day come to 
.m close* But, Sir, in saying this, I am at the same time 
anxious to do justice to the, intentions of His Majesty's 
.Millisters. I agree with my learned firiend (Mr. Stephen) 
'^ qalieying that they are.aiacerely desirous of improving 
.thie i;qndition of the Slaves. They have, I am persuaded^ 
•wished to maintain what they conceived to be a fair and 
'impartial course between the most strenuous Abolitionists 
and the West India Planters. But they have^ I think^ 
clearly been drawn aside by lending too ready an ear to 
the suggestions and apprehensions of those to whom if 
•they hfid (brmerly listened with equal confidence and cre- 
dulity, they could never have attained that merit which 
they have so justly earned by the measures adopted for 
tbXtfming up the Act of Abolition, and by exerting the in« 
fluence apd authority of this country, over foreign nations, 
for ensuring a more general extinction of the Slave Trade. 
To the same delusive and false impressions, t am, Sir, 
abo inclined to attribute the conduct of His Majesty^s 
dovemment upon the occasion which has been so fre- 
quently alluded to this day, and has drawn to itself so large 
a measure of puUic attention. (Here Dr. Lushington 
. eniereiy and was received tmih a hud expression of apprc^ 
i^affon.) I am so little disposed to complain of what 
lias just occurred as an interruption, that I rather regard 
it as a most seasonable illustration of what I was about 
to mention— the strong sensation occasioned by the ex* 
posure of the recent events at Demerara, and the Parlia- 
meiKtary decision upon them; when a majority of the 
Houae of Commons virtually resolved to rescue fromcen- 
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fiure^ proposed in the mildept and least .Qfien^ivie forin, 
t|i^8e:who l^ad passed a ^sentence awarding, that e^tt^oi^ 
penalty: of the law which is. reserved for crimes. of ,th^ 
deepest dye, tp one whpse offence was admitted, eren by 
the leading Mini^ster of the Crown in that House^^tp be 
substantially this :-^that Ijie bad placed an excessive an^ 
blameable reliance upon the character and disposition, cif 
those to whom he stood in, the endearing relation of a 
spiritual teacher and pastor. Sir, in alluding to that 
jnuch injured individual) as lam called upon to do by the 
Resolution I hold in m^' hand, I will not wrong his 
meniQry, pr the feelings of Your Royal Highness and of 
ti;K>se who hear me, by calling for your sympathy for him. 
I^ Sir, we believe him to hay^ been faithful in the dis* 
charge of his high oiBce, and that his very faithfulness 
m%^e him the victim pf those by whom his religion was 
hated, — .then, Sir, the state to which we cannot doubt he 
iftnow exalted may indeed kindle pur hopes— it may ani- 
mate, our faith, but it never c^n call for opr sympathy; 
and even in proposing that part of my Resolution which 
ezpnseses our deep concern iq the sorrows of her who 
.was the sharer, anc) is now the survivor, of his wrongs a{i4 
sufferings, I. would ask only for a limited measure of 
your 9yn(ipathy. For possessing as we do the strong and 
unimpeachable testimony of a roost respjectableclergymaj^ 
of the Church of England to the valuable labours of thi^ 
devoted Missiofmry,; — assured as weare byhiip that, al- 
tbongh his spiritual instructions did not preserve all who 
attended them from^ngaging in. the act of rebellion^ yet 
that they were of such.efficacy as to strip that rebellion 
of the sanguinary character which all former insurrec* . 
.tion^: in.Qemerara had worn, and to induce the Negroes 
to apare th^ lives of those whom they believed to be their 
oppreisprs and pejrsecutprs. Assured, Sir, I say, that if 
Bucli was the inflpence of hjs.. pastoral. exertions, haw 
jii8t)y ^ay w^e hope thajtihe precepts of such a man hAve 
aunk, wU^ a.peculiarly.healiag and consoling. ppir^r, into 
tha hieart of bis widowed {Partner — supplying her with a 
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•full antidote to an affliction like hers, and cheering her 
heart with the blessed prospect of a reunion with him in 
that kingdom wherein dwelleth righteousness ! Sorrows 
so chastened and softened, demand from us a mieasured 
sympathy ; but the claims, arising from her circumstances, 
upon that succour which it is in our power to bestow, 
will, I doubt not^ be fully felt and answered. 

Upon another part. Sir, of this Resolution, — that which 
expresses our gratitude to the individual who brought the 
proceedings at Demerara before the consideration of Par- 
liament, and to his associates, — I shall say little ; not be- 
cause I think their merits light, but because I am per- 
suaded that, if they require any further recompense for 
the service they have rendered to the cause of truth, 
beyond that which they must find in their own hearts, 
it will have been fully awarded to them by the approving 
feelings and judgement of the country at large. For to 
every one who venerates the laws, as framed, not for the 
infliction, but the redress of injury, and for the pi^otec- 
tion of liberty ; and who regards the study and practice of 
those laws as a generous and dignified employment ;^^ 
to every such man it must have been truly gratifying to 
see so many of those who have either attained, or are ad- 
vancing to the highest distinctions of that profession, 
coming forward one after another, and exerting to the 
utmost their powerful talents and eloquence to repair the 
outrage offered at Demerara to all law and all justice. 
For, Sir, what was the cause they there pleaded ? The 
question brought before Parliatnent did not merely a& 
feet a single Colony, or a single Missionary; but it' was 
one involving all the great and essential prin<»ples of con- 
science and of freedom. It was, indeed,- of such a na- 
ture, that I am quite at a loss to conceive what security 
those who upon that question voted in the majority, will 
be able to offer to their constituents or to themselves,^ 
that, upon any future occasion on which the forms of law 
shall be again used for the purposes of the grossest in- 
justice and oppression, they wilt be found on the side of 
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the oppressed, pr rather not shielding the oppressor^ 
And here, Sir, I cannot but express my regret, that when 
the most eminent advocates were seen coming forward to 
rescue the legal profession from the stain which the pro- 
ceedings at Demerara had cast upon it, those distin- 
guished officers who were conscious of the upright and 
irreproachable feelings by which they had been influenced 
whilst sitting upon Courts Martial, did not likewise feel 
themselves constrained to vindicate that species of tri- 
bunal from the stigma affixed to it by these proceedings, 
as little resembling the acts of an English Court Martial 
as those of any other British Court of Judicature^ 

In thus referring to the recent decision of the House 
of Commons, I have no wish to arraign the motives of 
any individual who voted in the majority, to whatever 
profession he may belong. I know how industriously a 
powerful party in the. couotry has endeavoured to spread 
a delusion upon all subjects of West India policy, and 
with what success, that decision, I think, has ^o fully 
proved. But it is that very delusion which this Society 
has to combat, and, if possible, to dissipate ; — to convince 
all men that those colonies are suffering under a deadly 
disease created by Slavery— -a disease that can be cured 
only by the gradual removal of its cause : and surely, 
Sir, the more we fiod men of unquestionable probity 
and principle, out of regard to a. particular $ystem and 
state of things, refusing to censure what no man can 
justify, the more must th^t system become an object of 
distrust and suspicion. 

I would alsoj Sir, apply the same remark even to 
those who sat upon the Court Martial at Demerara. We 
are told some of them were men held in high esteem 
and regard by thdse who knew them, and considered 
incapable of acts of injustice and oppression. Yet whe|i 
we find them grounding such a sentence upon such evir 
dance, what further proof do we require of t^e vitiating 
influence of the atmosphere by which they are sur- 
rounded, than that it should enslave the consciences of 
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those who were before upright, and leave them no 
liberty to be humane and just ? 

But, Sir, in proportion as I deplore and deprecate 
i^uch iniquity, I turn with increased relief and satisfac- 
tion, from the fluctuations of Parliament and the errors 
of Cabinets, to that great tribunal to which Parlia- 
ment and Ministers must at length submit, — the tribunal 
of the People of England, and by ** the People of En- 
gland *' I would be understood to mean, not the low un- 
educated and unreflecting class of society, but that great 
and growing mass of intelligence, of wealth, of public and 
private virtue, and of high religious feeling, which is 
contained in what is called in this country the Middle 
Class. They have no interest in this great question, but 

- the eternal and immutable interests of truth and justice ; 
•^and they will at length ask themselves, where are the 
pre-^eminent benefits arising from this system, that, for 
the sake of maintaining it, they should still be called upon 
to make that large annual pecuniary sacrifice which 
has been alluded to, and those dearer and costlier sacri- 
fices of humanity and truth. They will not, in the ex- 
ercise of that equity by which they would be governed, 
deprive any individual of his own right and possessions 
hastily and inconsiderately, even though he should be a 
West Indian proprietor and owner of Slaves. But, ac* 
customed to associate with the name of the British Con- 
stitution ideas of beneficence, they will not calmly 
Bufier their Government to be reviled and defied by de** 
pendent Colonies when called upon to act in the spirit of 
that beneficence ; still less will they endure such scorn 
and contumacy, when practised under the mask and 

' boast of the forms of an English Constitution. And 
whenever they shall be asked, in time to come, to confide 
in Assemblies and Tribunals in the West Indies, be- 
cause they bear names which command their respect and 
afiection, then the People of England will bear ia mind 
that the Court Martial at Demerara was compared to an 
English Court Martial, and to an English Court of Ju&- 
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tice. They will, Sir, I trust, call for that which has, I 
think, been studiously kept back during the last session, 
—inquiry : but before that investigation takes place, and 
whilst there is yet room for the existence of some pre. 
judice, they will feel it to be no violation of the equity 
they will surely maintain, if that prejudice should be in 
favour of Liberty, and against Slavery. 

The Noble Lord concluded with moving: 
'^ That this Meeting, in common with the Nation at 
large, view with sorrow and indignation the gross 
violation of law and justice exhibited at Demerara 
in the trial and conviction of Mr. Smith the Mis- 
sionary ; and while they express their detestation of 
the cruelty and oppression to which he fell a victim, 
they are anxious at the same time to testify their 
cordial sympathy with his afflicted widow, on account 
of the severe sufferings she experienced while 
sharing her husband's imprisonment, and the irrepa- 
rable loss she has sustained by his untimely death. 
Nor do they feel it a duty less incumbent on them 
to pay their heartfelt tribute of applause to Henry 
Brougham, Esq. and his associates in Parliament, 
' who have so nobly and effectually yindicated the 
character of the traduced and persecuted Missionary, 
and whose splendid and successful efforts, in exposing 
oppression and asserting the cause of truth, in- 
nocence, and justice, entitle them to the gratitude 
of their country and of mankind ^." 

i 

Mr. Money, M.P.— Sir, it requires no little resolu- 
tion to stand up in such an assembly as this, after the 
great powers which we have seen exhibited this day, and 
particularly by the son of one who has the delight and 
the glory of sharing the labours of a Wilberforce and a 
Stephen in this great cause. But I have been called on 
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to second the Resolution proposed by the Nob]e Lord. 
And, after the decision of the House of Commons ivith 
respect to Mr. Smith, or I should rather say the shrink- 
ing from a decision, (to which some persons did me the 
injustice to make me a party,) I should feel that I was a 
coward if I did not obey the call. But while I most 
cordially subscribe to all the sentiments which are em- 
bodied in this most important Resolution, I feel that I 
should ill consult the interest of the Society, of which 
tins is the first Annual Meeting (and I believe that there 
never has been an example of any first anniversary of 
any Society so attended and so graced), I feel. Sir, that 
I should do injustice to that great cause of justice and 
humanity, of God and man, which we are this day met 
to promote, if I were, by occupying yoiir time at any 
length, to weaken (as I certainly should do) the impres- 
sion that must have been made on your minds and your 
hearts by the eloquent and powerful appeals which have 
been addressed to them. But this I must say. Sir, that 
it is only by assembling in such Meetings as these, and 
fully and fearlessly expressing our opinions, and thus 
becoming the medium of exciting corresponding sentiments 
and feelings throughout the land, that that foul stain can 
be effaced from the British nam^e which has been inflicted 
on it by the barbarous treatment, the long and lingering 
and painful trial, the monstrous and intolerable sen- 
tence, the imprisonment even iinto death, of that excel- 
lent minister of the Gospel Mr. Smith. It is the unim- 
peachable evidence of the respectable chaplain of the 
colony, (although that gentleman, Mr. Austin, had pre- 
viously no intimacy with Mr. Smith, but on the contrary 
entertained a prejudice against him,) — it is his unim- 
peachable testimony that it was to be attributed to the 
influence and the instructions of this martyred Mission- 
ary^ that, for the first time in the history of Slave insur- 
rections, the revolt in Demerara was bloodless in inten- 
tion at least, and that the lives of the very men had been 
saved who thirsted for his own. With respect to another 
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and a most affecting part of the Motion which I hold in 
my hand, wherein we are called on to express our sym- 
pathy with Mr. Smith's unhappy widow, I do confidently 
trust that that sympathy will not be confined to expres- 
sion alone, but that a Nation's charity will provide for 
her. Her loss is not to be supplied ; and her sufferings 
on account of it .are only to be mitigated by Him who has 
promised to succour and console the widow and the fa- 
therless. With the sentiments expressed by the Noble 
Lord who preceded me, as to the concluding part of the 
Report, I most entirely concur. No language of mine 
can possibly add the slightest force to the deserved tri- 
bute that has here been paid to those distinguished mem. 
bers of the British Parliament who have vindicated the 
murdered innocence of Mr. Smith and the violated laws 
of their country. They' are justly entitled to the grati- 
tude of every British heart, and it will not be withheld 
from them. — I conclude with seconding the Motion of 
the Noble Lord. 
The Motion was carried unanimously. 

Dr. LusHiNGTON. — Sir, I deeply lament the absence 
of my honourable friend, Mr. Brougham, who would in 
terms infinitely more strong than any I can use have ex- 
pressed his warm gratitude for the vote which this Meet- 
ing has in its kindness been pleased to pass. I know that 
he would have attended on the present occasion, but that, 
from circumstances he has not been able to controul, be 
ha9 been prevented from carrying his intention into exe- 
cution. Nothing can be more gratifying to my feelings 
than to know that the humble part which I took in the 
discussion of the ever-memorable transactions of Deme- 
rara, has met with the approbation of this Meeting and 
of the Country. It will to my dying day be a source of 
consolation and rejoicing, that some little at least was 
done to vindicate the honour of the British name from 
that foul stain which the proceedings at Demerara, from 
their commencement to their close, have necessarily cast 
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Upon it. I was anxious to discUarge my duty, not fromf 
any desire or wish to signalize myself in a memorable 
debate, but because I had read aiid studied the evidence^ 
and had come to the conviction which I now again pro- 
fess, — the conviction of the entire innocence of Mr. 
Smith, who fell a victim to the mockery of justice ! Many, 
I trust, will find the leisure and the patience to read and 
consider the voluminous proceedings connected with his 
trial ; their time will be well spent, and the result, I am 
confident^ will be, in the judgement of every candid mbn, 
that, so far was Mr. Smith from having deserved the 
slightest censure, his conduct throughout the whole c^ 
his career at Demerara was marked by the strictest at* 
tention to his religious duties, and by the most circuih- 
spect and pft*udent demeanour. It was not to be sup*' 
p6sed that being a daily eye-witness of all the iatrocities 
which are innate in the system of Slavery, aiid whiA 
were every day distressing his feelings and wounding his 
heart, it was not to be supposed he could be a tame 
spectator of scenes like these, and that he should hot 
commit to his private journal the reflections which such 
scenes must necessarily ever produce in the mind of a man 
of religion and humanity. Could he. Si r^ have been a 
tame spectator of these daily atrocities ? Could be have 
fieen without emotion the unfortunate victims of this 
diabolical system abridged of their opportunities of at- 
tending religious worship, their only consolation amid 
the miseries by which they 'were sutrounded ? When he 
saw those who are allowed no hope oh this side of the 
grave restricted from seddng comfort and peaccf fVoiii 
hope'beyohd it, — ^was he not to feel, as every individtol, 
whom I have the honour to address must fed, strbns: 
indignation, although he had the circumsp^ctioli to keep 
'it within his own bosom ? I doubt Intich, Sii*^ had I h^en 
placed under the same ctrcuihstances with Mr'. Smith, if 
I could have restrained myself from l6Udly pi*()claimiilg, 
to the public and to the world, the abhorriendB X felt at 
teeing tyranny, cruelty^ and oppression, thus predomi<i 
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Bating over'erery feelJDg that ought to actuate the hu« 
man conduct. 

Now, Sir, in ad verting to the object of this Meeting, I 
am desirous to declare my firm opinion that it is the abolu 
Hon of Slavery we must seek, and that all attempts to ame- 
liorate the condition of the Slaves, unless the ultimate re^ 
suit be the entire abolition of the state itself, will prove 
vain and perplexing. It is my firm conviction, after much 
and anxious deliberation on the subject, that the power 
has not been given by God to man of framing a codie of 
Slavery. I believe it to be impossible, if atl were actuated 
by the best dispositions and the best feelings,— ^I believe it 
to be impossible to frame a system of Slave Laws in which 
Injustice, oppression and abuse would not of necessity 
exist.-^The trtith is, Sir, that when God made men, he 
made them not to be Slaves ; and if we examine the sub- 
ject even with the slightest degree of care, we shall be 
forced to acknowledge the truth of this proposition. How 
is it possible to regulate, by any code of law whatever, 
in a state of Slavery such as exists in our Colonies, the 
connexion which subsists between husband and wife— 
between father and son — between brother and sister i 
How indeed, in any system of Slavery, is it possible, by 
law, to prevent all those best feelings and affections of 
our nature, which arise out of these relations, from being 
daily violated and weakened, if not ultimately destroyed ? 
How can the affections of the parent for his children, 
and the desire to rear them up, from infancy to manhood 
and to womanhood, in virtue — in honour — honesty and 
truth, — how can such sentiments be cherished, so as to 
produce their proper fruit, when these children remain at 
the . mercy of another, exposed to his violence and ca- 
price-*exposed to ill usage without cause— exposed to all 
the numberless violations of decency and of virtue which 
ever have been, and ever will be, the effects of a state 
of Slavery ? Slavery has never existed in the world, or 
in any quarter of it, either before Christianity or since, 
in which the yices of the Slaves, and the vices of the 
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Master in bis conduct towards the Slaves, have not 
formed prominent and characteristic features of the hisn 
tory of the times which were pollnted by its prevalence. 
I say the vices of the Masters — for let it not be sup- 
posed that all the vices and all the crimes incident to this 
unhappy state &11 to the lot of the Slave alone. The 
mind of the Master, cursed with the possession of despo-. 
tic power, becomes debased and hardened, Those prin- 
ciples which would have flourished in a better soil, apd in 
H purer atmosphere, are perverted or eradicated by th^ 
yery possession of such boundless power, and by the 
scenes of degradation to which he sees its hapless vicr 
tims flaily subjected. I remember. Sir, an admirable 
passage in one of ZiOrd Grenville's speeches on the abo? 
lition of the Slave Trade, which applies most forcibly 
to the present case. He was answering one of those ar-^ 
guments which had been so often adduced by the advo- 
cates of that traflSc, namely, that the barbarities of the 
^lave Trade must have been greatly exaggerated, be* 
cause Englishmen, famed for their humanity, could not 
have been present, could not have perpetrated, nay, 
could not have endured them ; and after be had refuted 
that specious argument, by proving the facts ,to demon- 
stration, he then added, '' I would not trust myself if 
similarly circumstanced — I know that ibe human mind 
is so framed, that it becomes contaminated by the repe* 
tiiion of vice in its presence — I .know that if cruelty be 
repeated daily before my eyes, my feelings would be 
hardened and my sense of their barbarity weakened!" 
Thus it is ; and in the common experience of us all, we 
know that that which we daily see produces less and less 
eflfect, until .at last the mind becomes totally corrupted 
l^the daily spectacle of that which, when se^enfor the first 
time, excites alarm and indignation, ^and from wh|ch we 
tiirn with the deepest abhorrence. Sir, with respect to 
the means by which these great objects are.to.be ob- 
tained, I. conceive that the first point is^to raise the 
condition of the Slave himself, so as to prepare hint for 
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freedom with as much expedition a8 possible. It is Hot* 
a questionof expense— it is not aquestion of commerciaL 
benefit : the simple question is, how we can most speedily 
make amends for our long perseverance in a course of 
crime-^how we can with the greatest facility relieve the: 
British name and character from the pollution and th^- 
odium of this detestable system. I think no sacrifice too 
great, I think no measure too precipitate, which cati pro., 
duce as speedily as possible the great end to be attained. 
I mean not to say (and let me not be understood as say-^ 
ijng) that the immediate emancipation of the Negroes 
would be a blessing to them, or that it id possible under, 
existing circumstances ; but I do mean to say that we should 
never for one moment lose sight of these principles ; that 
we should never sufier ourselves to consider a state of 
Slavery as permanently to be endured, or to be endured 
longer than the well being of the Slave himself may ren«. 
der necessary ; and that we should never omit any means 
6r any opportunity of accelerating its ultimate extinction** 
Now, Sir, I hold in my hand . a Resolution which to 
read to the Meeting will be sufficient to answer for it&[ 
favourable reception. 1 hold in my hand a vote of Thanks 
to one who, in the recent transactions at Demerara, sig- 
nalized himself by conduct above all thanks. Thus it is 
j;hat, in the benignant dispensations of Providence^ it sel- 
dom happens that there is any great and violent outrage, 
any signal violation of those principles which, as Britons 
and as Christians, we must uphold and admire ; which 
is not attended by some illustrious instance of virtue and 
courage^ some eminent act of devotion to the sacred and 
paramount obligations of truth and justice. Sir, I 
hold in my hand a vote of Thanks to the Rev. Mr. Au- 
stin, the Chaplain of the Colony of Demerara. And 
whether we look to the situation he held, connected with 
the Government of that country'^— connected with the Go- 
vernor who ordered the Court Martial — connected with 
all the Planters, who conceived it was for their interest 
that a judicial murder should be committed ;— or whether 
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ysn look to that unfortunate separation which sometimes 
exists between ministers of different sects and persuasions 
in relifpon; — we shall find that all those motives which 
were calculated to draw a man aside from his strict duty, 
80 &r from having discouraged him, appear rather to 
have confirmed him in the path of humanity and of virtue. 
He dared persecution when persecution was at its height 
-^h^ dared the anger of the. Planter, although he saw that 
there was no species of injustice which it scrupled to per- 
petrate— to defeat that injustice he dared disgrace and 
liisiavour with all those with whom he was associated, 
and set at nought all his prospects of advantage in that 
settlement; and he took upon himself the task, from the 
commencefnent pf the trial until the death of the sufierer, 
to be his comforter, aider and supporter, as far as it was 
inhis power to hie so. A greater temptation to have 
swerved from duty, but a more faithful performance of 
duty, the annals of heroic virtue never exhibited. I feel 
a^pride and a glory in knowing that he was a minister of 
the Church of England. I feel pride and glory in think- 
ing that that fervent charity, which ought to pervade men 
of every name in the Christian Religion, glowed in his 
hearty and* guided his actions throughout all these pro- 
ceedings. God grant that his example may; shine forth 
with an irresistible influence in other part^of those ill-. 
Sited regions where Slavery still prevails with all its 
abominations ; and that those who are now about to be 
sent fbrth to administer religious li^ht and consolation to 
the* poor Slaves, may endeavour to emulate that bright 
example which Mr. Austin has set, and become co-opera- 
tors with Christian ministers of every description in the 
great work of communicating to their dark minds a know- 
ledge of the Word of God ! Sir, if it should so happen 
that the tide of persecution should run so strong that 
Mr. Austin should be driven from the Colony wliich he 
now inhabits (and of which, asl understand, he is actually 
a* Planter— a prejudice which he has overcome) — if he 
shouldbe^ driven from his home and reduced to the ne-* 
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cessity of seeking shelter in this couhtryj T trust that «re 
shall all be prepared to welcome him with open hearts-^ 
that we shall maintain and sustain him in case of need — 
that we shall not allow him to suffer in that cause in which 
he has already endured much; but that, by our conduct 
towards him, we shall hold out, to all others who may be 
similarly circumstanced in time to come, the assurance 
that the British Nation, not only by its applause and com- 
mendation, but by its hearty and sincere efforts to assist 
and remunerate, if need be, those who make sacrifices io 
truth, hiinianity and justice, will not leave them to ruin 
and distress. 

Sir, I will take my leave of these melancholy scenes. 
I regret to state that the failure of the Motion (proposed 
by Mr. Brougham in the House of Commons) has left, I 
thinki too great an opening for (he recurrence of scenes 
which never could' have been acted in any country under 
heaven, where the British dominion is established', save 
in countries where that dominion is fbund disgraced- by 
the existence of Slavery, In no other part of the World, 
wher^ the British dominion has prevailed,' do we know 
of an instance of complicated wrong and injusrtice torbe 
put in competition with it for an hour. We hare heard 
of acts of sudden atrocity-^ we have heard of acts of k -ca- 
pricious nature ; but we never have before heard ofn trtitl 
like this, lasting^or nearly three months, and protracted 
with a deliberation and ingenuity of injustice beyond all 
parallel. We have never yet known one instanced in 
British history, at all to be compared with it, of vengeance, 
after death had closed the scene. We have never heard, 
in the most distant Colonies where the power of the Bri- 
tish name is known, of any thing like preventing a widow 
from attending the funeral of her deceased husband»r.-or 
giving orders to prostrate the sad memorial erected, in 
the fullness of honest slffection and gratitude,'by those who 
felt thpy owed to him who was gone, all that they most 
valued in life. Nothing like this has ever disjgracedthe 
British name before, and I trust that a similar outrage 
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will heter again disgrace it. But, Sir, one reflection 
more, and I have done. If there can have been such ini- 
quitous proceedings as these in the case of an Englishman 
and a Freeraaii — if such practices, even as they respect 
faioiycan exist and go unpunished — what, must be the des- 
tiny of the unfortunate Slaves who are subjected to the 
dominion and pontroul of the same individuals ? What 
hope, of mercy can they indulge, when they see no mercy 
..shown to. one who'came from the same place of birth*— 
•who is of the same privileged class — of the same colour 
i— of thasame religion — with whom many of them had 
lived in habits at least of acquaintance, if not of friend- 
ship ? What hdpe c^n the Negroes have, I will, not say 
lof justice, but, of any thing, approaching to it, in a land 
w;here the unfortunate prevalence of Slavery has con- 
verted an Englishman into an example of injustice un- 
known to toy other part of the British empire ? I was 
about to use still stronger expressions, but I desist. I 
am desirous not to use stronger terms than are neces- 
.sary to express in appropriate language the indignation, 
the horror which I feel, in common with the Country at 
large, of practices so abhorrent to our natures. 
. Now, Sirj I will conclude with thanking the Meeting 
for the attention with which they have beard me ; and I 
entreat every individual whom I now see, not to suffer 
the impression, made upon him by this Meeting to be 
soon effaced, but to bear in mind that they have not been 
listening to an interesting fiction, but ta a representa- 
tion of real scenes founded on damning facts ; but that 
at the very hour I am speaking, in other lands which, 
though distant, are subject to our sway, that very bon- 
dage exists in all its plenitude of misery, the practice of 
which has called forth our horror and detestation. 
Let me entreat them not to allow the business or the 
'pleasures of the day to lead them to forget what they 
have heard — not to allow their feelings and sympathies 
to;evaporate in unavailing regrets, or in. the mere ex- 
pression ^of condolence; but so to lay them up in their 
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beartS) that they may be animated to ceaseless efforts, 
until they shall have succeedied (as eventually I trust 
they will) in the complete annihilation of the whole 
inonstrous system. Let them urge one another to those 
exertions which may be best calculated to facilitate the 
end so ardently desired. Let them teach even their little 
children to lisp that abhorrence of Slavery, in this and 
in every quarter of the globe, which so well becomes the 
mouths of Englishmen. Let us not, then, I earnestly 
entreat, permit these feelings to be extinguished when 
this day has pfissed ; but let us employ ev6ry possible 
expedient warmly to foster them, until they shall- have 
enabled us to bring to maturity those plans which Out- 
judgements, our hearts and our consciences equally ap- 
prove of. Let us urge the cause forward by argument. 
Let us not forget it, but keep it continually in view. 
Where we find persons ignorant of these scenes of di- 
stress, let us give them knowledge. When we find 
persons under mistaken impressions as to the possibility 
of remedying the evil, let us impart to them juster views. 
When we find persons insensible to the claims of huma- 
nity, let us place before them the certainty of the exist- 
ence of tho&e scenes of which we have had only one spe- 
cimen in DemersCra; &nd let us urge them to discharge 
their duty as men and as Christians. Sir, I cannot be- 
lieve that all this will fail. I cannot believe that aa all*^ 
wise and benevolent Providence has intended that all 
that accumulation of misery and of vice, of which. Sla«- 
very is the parent, should continue to be coexistent with 
the greatness 'and glory of the English nation. No ;.it is 
ft disgrace, whatever may be the cost, which we are bound 
to wipe away. And most firmly do I believe, .that by 
earnest, active, and sedulous exertion — by boldness tern* 
pered with circumspection — by energy and perseverance, 
. we^haliat length accomplish the great object of our de- 
sire, and eradicate for ever this accursed bane from every 
spot within the British empire. (£oi/df cheers.) 
The Resolution, Sir, I have to move is, 
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" That this Meeting are desirous of expressing their 
unfeigndd esteem and admiration pf the Rev. W. S. 
Austin, Chaplain of the Colony of Demerara, whose 
conduct in the case of the Missionary, Mr. Smith, 
has exhibited a signal display of active benevolence, 
of inflexible adherence to the cause of truth and 
justice, and of unshaken intrepidity in the defence of 
innocence, calumiiinted by prejudice and oppressed 
by po^ven" 

Mr. William Smith. — Sir^ at this period of the after« 
noon, if much had been left to be said on this last subject 
which falas been so ably treated by my honourable and 
learned friend,. I shipold^ I bonfess, have felt myself ex* 
tremely embarrassed how to proceed. But when I consider 
how fully the ears of this assembly have been saturated 
i^ith eloquence, and, how much at the same time their 
judj];enients have been enlightened by every argiin|ent that 
could have been brought to bear on the subject, I feel 
that my task is iiideed easy, and that I need ofier to the 
assembly little more than the expression of the pleasure 
iviilx which I second the Motion of my honourable and 
learned friend. There are only one or two incidental 
points on which I would wish to detain this Meeting for 
a moment. I cannot however but observe how little 
chance of a fair trial Mr. Smith couldbave had in Deme^^ 
rara, when the character given of his tribunal was, that, 
even allowing its obvious faults, ^^ It was better than that 
of the Planters." That such a character of it should have 
been given by the King^s Governor of the Colony, and 
he himself too a Planter, one would have thought almost 
impossible^ But when we consider the subsequent pro^ 
ceedings with respect to Mr. Austin, not merely in them, 
selves^ but as exhibiting the state of mind and temper 
prevailing in the Colony, what an overwhelming degree 
of prejudice must Mr. Smith have laboured under, and 
how difficfilt must it have been to have brought forward 
any witnesses in his defence ! Whein we see what species 
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of triMtHlttiit that num metwilh w&M( hdneity wm ctpable 
of brsving^ any danger in stippopt and in defence of inno^ 
ceace and of ituthj it bocotnes evident t&at under almost 
any Constitulion of the Coart, in that place and qnder 
those circumstances, the issue of the trial liiight, without 
any great chance of error, have been predicted. * 

' I must alsO) Sir, make one farther observation.-^ Wo 
have been accustomed to think that it is by instruction thai 
the Slaves are beist to be fitted for the reception of free^' 
doin, and especially by instruction in the doctrines and 
ni4>rals of Christianity^ I am fully persuaded of the 
truth' of this opinion ;- but I must, for these unhappy 
beings, by in A-cbim on another ground. As some com-^ 
pensatibn for injuries committed, we owe them theattempf^ 
to confer ^very bc^nefit in our power ; but still, should We 
fiul to bring one single Sbve to the profession of the truths 
of Christianity, or to the enjoyment of its promises, — hot 
one iota the less do we owe freedom to etery Slave we 
possess. His ri^ht to himself does not depend on his 
coiivei'sion ; nOr although he should continue a Heathen 
to the day of his death, would the injustice of our de-^ 
taitting htm in Sbvery be atnll diminished. Biit i# Christ 
tilmky be the bedt (as I believe it to be,) and perhaps 
the only adequate mode.of rescuing them from their pre- 
sent degradation, inta what a dilemma has the Colony o^ 
Dehvftrara thrown itself on this point ! ^hey have ex- 
pelled all the Missionaries in the person of Mr. Smith,' 
and the whole Church of England (as i should ima-' 
gine)intbe person of Mr. Austin. For where^ Sir, h 
the Minister of our Church who would incur the hazard 
of going tb preach Christianity in a Colonif^, where, ifh^ 
fiilto^sthe noble example of his predecessor, and dares 
to* 6litlrttde his tesKmony, though even to prevent the shed- 
dklg t>f innocent blood, on a Court of Justice which is 
ari^repar^d from prejudice, and indisposed from inclina2 
iioii to receive it^ he shall be immediately expelled ihhi 
Coltoy, with unmerited disgrace, with universal .iq^uily 
and Almost by actual violence. 
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. Sir^ IB Bilch a caMTaathk!, it is difBeuU to' divine' wtiere 
they will obtain iiistrQctor8,—*wtere they are ^to sedc for 
Ministers; and I am afraid that the Shve'fty if not the 
Masters, must remain Heathens still. And if this is to be 
the case, an appeal may be made tothe British Parliament, 
to know whether, if a Colony aots in this manner, and de- 
prives itself of the means of all rational and^wSral im- 
provement, — if it deprives itself voluntarilyof these ad- 
vantages-— it is to be suffered to go on thus? Is it to be 
permitted them to make a continual progress in aline 
the very opposite to every truth whidi Christianity 
teaches? . That . appeal. Sir, if necestary, will, T hope; 
ece long be preferred, and not in vain ; but even if that 
should fiiil, there would still remain to us alconfidence in 
the merciful interference of that Power whose justice no 
oppressor can elude, and whose arm is not shortened that 
it cannot save. 
. The Motion was then put, and carried unanimously. 

Mb. Wilbebforce. — Sir, before I proceed to the 
Motion which has been committed to me, may I be per- 
mitted to fulfill a promise which I made to an absent friend, 
concerning whom it must be needless to assure the Meet* 
ipg, that unavoidable hindrances have alone detainisd him 
from us, when I state the name of Buxton? He requested 
me to declare, if he should be unable to be present this 
day, that insuperable obstacles alone prevented his at« 
tendance. I should begin. Sir, by offering BnapfAogy'tor 
trespassing at all upon the time of the Meeting at this 
late period of the day, were it not that the Motion with 
which I shall conclude will abundantly plead my excuse 
vfere I to detain you much longer than I mean to do» 
Let me begin by expressing the delight with which I have 
witnessed the proceedings of this, day, in which our great 
tause has proved, by the composition of the Meeting that I 
see around me, to have obtained a degree of personal and 
mpral strength which must ensure its final and decifrive tri- 
umph. It was wisely resolved, Sir, not to trust to individual 
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bave in view. . Engagiiig in a struj^jlewhichiiiight be of na; 
short GioitiauaiiGe/ and which caUed &r prudence no lesa 
than.for sseal, it was certainly wise to constitute thefrilends 
o£eur cfHise into aiSooiety. . Itcannot be necessary for me 
to particularize all the adfantages we shall . derive frooL 
this an&igement. Individuals sometimes faint and 
grow wearyivithuneirpected difficulties which obstruct 
thiur- course, and. retard the attainment of their wishes : 
but in a Society^ while the warmth of all is maintained 
and quickened by mutuai sympathy, the zekl of^some is 
sobered by the prudence of others, the fie}d of operation 
iseslarged, and an uniformity of counsel and of purpose 
is presBrvedand continued, if it be necessary, even through 
saeeessive generations of individuals. In the instance of 
•olgreat a causeas o^rs, it is bya Society that its. interests 
can be best promoted, and its success-the most confident* 
ly ensured. And bow can we doubt the succSess, when 
we recollect the object Ive have in view, and the coun- 
try to which we belong; when we call to mind, that Pro- 
vidence has graciously placed us in a landin which to go 
about ibrmaUy to prbve^ by arguments, that Slavery is an. 
insupportable evO, is aln^ost like endeaTouring to ^ prove 
aself^evidesl {HPoposition, which by our labour only be- 
comes n^ve obscure. Everyman i&endowed -with varioua 
fiicidtiesf for the use of which he is responsible to his 
Cneator. He ha« no tight to totnsfer that responsibility 
taan€»ther'; and f<Nr afiotiier to tdce it away from-hira, 
except for somexriiiie that justifies: such a punishment, 
ie a dkMwnrif^t infirin^ment on the rights of God, as well^ 
aa an usurpation of the rights of man. ' Truly indeed 
wa«^ it affiffmed % tny honouiteble and learned firiend 
Rear «ie, whose nm^ural love of liberty has been increased 
from hisaeiiuaiittance with British laws, that Slavery in^ 
any e(Hi#lion and any ' form itansufferaHe, because it is 
til ftct to give to man that which the corrupt nature of 
man ougkt not to 'possessy^absolute and uncontrolled* 
power over a fellow creature* But if this be true with 
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Ste?6ffy IB geiwa^ the Siv^ery of 4he West Iiidm kiw 
alUboee c^fcviteiAttcwby whkh^Yery itiel£caii bewiH 
dered mora fmvoas, ancl indeed utt^y iatokvable; 
and in wliick tbere me sbne.of tkoser xarrectifves tor.iie 
found, whieh^ under othet^circumstanees, migiit have 
been afforded. The 8G^ne 0f. West Indian JSiaireiy: ci 
at an immense distance from us, wbere^'alas ! the eriee of 
tiie wretched suflbrersca^ never reaohioiir ears, nor their 
galled bodies .exhibit the marka of repeated. punii^ 
ment to our offended e]^« Their very colouc, theiD 
features,, and various dther peculiarities of a. physical 
nature, tend but too po^er&Uy to extinguish syrapathy,^ 
-<^that fellow feeling which ia perhaps the foundatiosi x^ 
all hnmanityk They who remember the commeneement 
of our long c(mtest,.for the abcHltion of tiie Slave Tnrde^ 
wiU recollect that it was maintained, not merely by the 
bigoted zealots pf the party j. but by a grave Ustwian^ 
that thp Negroes were.iloieiitiiiled'toih»itenk oChwman 
beings ; and a theoryiwas attempted to be foirmed ks ex^ 
pjanation of . tha^iMotioii^. Bat, Uessedrhe. CSiidlthBl 
flimsy e«Jbweb.ira».8e<m liriishedttifaqF. It wms 'timnw 
aiatent wiih.tba idfaneat:)Mguii|;oo£ (the .Word of God^ 
no lesstthiin deetyactisre of < thee just elaims of nmnv;: andi 
it was forced Ira thide its head in ehame, or only to be*ie« 
membered as one eif thefbase attfices and folschoodariiD 
vKhich 8elf*intere«|rsoinetimiei.deilieB iMn- to-seek a sefbg^ 
but which. lesKVfi Aem inrthe end to confasion and-slinaii^^ 
Qiut it is unnesessai^ifor. me. to enter into thap«rtici»$ 
lasa of Westr; Indian- Slavery ^ and to ^sfaow whytdaqr 
rendev it lest telei^ablei than: any other lonn of.vaesal« 
age; because the very individeais thenoelvea mkoi de*: 
foadiwi It, mmt concede to. us. that * whMr wiHn cempd^ 
every. Britiehmind to acconnt/tthe eyatem^itself ind c fo nw 
sibfeik For, 9ir, I hadalnyost said'Aatithe vevydefenctf 
of .lihat system^ which aa set mp by anr i^^Hmetols, is al^ 
most. meie.insulling. and provoking. thws .nmny of^thv 
evils Ibemselvea /which have^siled forth our ptty. They> 
conceive thi^ they make out.^keir ease, if they can oi^ 
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tabfidk it as > fitt that the Slavecr, m |^eneral, - hiLVe a 
«tiffiSoiency.of food and dothin^^ and when they are not 
snl^cted to a giieater degree of lahMC^ur than their bodiljf 
constitution enables tiiem tobear^n sfaorti wheii the 
fiSave has the brd^ary sufficifency of comfort for ocje of 
an inferior speetes, fo^ a mere hrttte animal. * Out op- 
ponents forget that the Negro ifi^ like onrselires, a being 
^ftmled for inktalcxrtality ^ that* the Almighty has gtven 
-iiini mental faculties' like our own ;* that he has given him 
liiimiin dispositions and feelings-; and- consequently they 
feirget the SlareV right' to all those personal and social 
hflesridgs by wki<sh the Almighty has infused^* as it were 
eTeo into the cup of a6rrbw, Bome merciful* drops to 
diei^r the life of in^n, no less tbaixhe has held out to him 
4he Ueseed promises and hop^s of a future state. They 
forget the Slave V right to Cbristiaa mdtiriage ; a condi. 
iUm originally lAstkuted by Ihe Almigh^ at the creation 
t>f )tlie world, ifi^eon^uing the speeiiss^ te provide fori^Ss 
jtoiwral iiistructioQy and fim thc^- instilling of domestic 
fei^ngs and aoeial princifAei fhveugk 'Successive' gene* 
ivalioiis. Their-diaim to 49diiealioQ and' to religiotts ^ in^ 
«truetio«-ie forgotten.- Ali these rigktd- have boeu de- 
nkitd ; and itibaa lieon bddby'^ikose wbo ^fend- tke sy- 
eftmi that jkW^llave^ like bii -feUoir hrute^ should bb 
mntesA&iit h^ has a Te^uisite tdlowaiiceof food' and 
.cletl»i^ ^hl^jMw topUghto^satisfjr their hunger 
jmA Ihiir <tkira% ftiwiataMailred from th^ imdiAnencies of 
ibOLWeaAorfftodikltifii diio nodical cur^t andisttrely they 
attgllt«K»betcolStMted.V :Nc^ Sir^ Woat least trec^n^ot 
«0AtwM. SSatily iflt theioontest 11^ obtained i&t them 
tko rj^fMigiiiliesa ck tbeirsdaim to tbe<cbar^ter of b^man 
b^gS'S aodAQW w^.atia iwMhilig and confidently hoping 
4oobt3|p^ft^ lheni|^atrno4istai^ p^icd of tiase I trpsl, 

^>iiiiijr!»i3saliai;jkj^ of their c^vilrighta. Let 

m Imtperswrore ' witk *»ribrioty and pcudence^ and we 
imMioi blit «iQcead 4ti jt^^^ we ace em- 

$M^ illfo l»TO;had »ud»it^i«K5OiJftt0r, we may haw 
iQiiak toebmunter siiU ; butiBtbeiendwemustfiueceed. 
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To those who are accustomed to look arotmd IVem 
and observe the course of human affiiirs, it must, I tliSnk, 
appear, thiat when Providence means to bless mankind 
with any great improvement, circumstances take place, 
and agents come forward, adapted to the accompUsb- 
ment of the intended purpose. They may be considered 
as the signs of the times which indicate the change that 
is about to take place. And sq, Sir, at the present roo' 
ment, there are various circumstances that tend to cheer 
our hearts, and to encourage us under all the opposition 
we are experiencing, and all the power and influence 
by which we are opposed. Many of these signs I migkt 
specify ; but there is one which: on this day especially 
I cannot but be led to recognise, and which is peculiarly 
delightfiil to my mind— ^I mean that iextraordinary dis- 
play of youthful talent, the exertion of which is stiU 
warming the hearts of all Who are present, and who 
have witnessed that rare cofnbination of youthful ardour 
and eloquence, associated with mature sense and rick 
Btores of knowledge,' which'we have this day heard. May 
not we receive this as a good omen,— ^ an indication 
that Providence means to bless oiir cause, when it em- 
ploys such agents as these to carry iffefward ? This ez*- 
lubition could not but be peculiarly delightful to me, aiad 
excite a more than ordinary warnvth in my bosom, from 
'tiie personal interest which, from feelings of friendship, 
I cannot but take in all that concerns th^ youth WbAn 
we have heard with such surprise and admiration. 'May 
I, Sir, be permitted to confess, that while I listened to 
that display of superior talent, I could not hifelp think- 
ing that my dear friend, the parent of that youth, was 
more than repaid for all thelaboUrs and all the suflbr- 
ings which his superior servicecf for our great cause have 
drawn upon him ; I could not but think, that he would 
w^illingly experiende all the base fiilsebdodfi, all the vile 
calumnies, all the detestable artifices which have been 
urged against him, to render him, l^eanotherMr. Smith, 
the martyr and victim of our cause^— aye, and ten tinies 
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mor6^<— Ibr the gr&tffieafion he has this day enjoyed, in 
liearing one so dear to him plead such a cause in such a 
manner. Surely Heaven favours our cause when it pro- 
vides such advocates for it. It is a striking dispensation 
«of Providence that my dear friend should, in the person 
of his own son, have such a successor. I am reminded j 
Sir, that in ancient history a great monarch, Philip of 
Macedon, was stabbed when he was advancing in his 
course of victories ;— and my friend^s enemies are stab- 
Ung his reputation, as, if he were in the West Indies, 
they woidd .probably 'deal with himself, or at least do as 
bad, cause him to be tried by a Court-Martial ; — ^biit as we 
may remember that Philip was succeeded by an Alex, 
ander, so, if my friend were removed, :We see that he 
would have a successor to obtain a still greater and more 
glorious triumph. — ^But I am detaining the Meeting too 
long^et me proceed to ray proper business. The 
Motion I have. to make is, That we tender to Your Royal 
Highness our cordial acknowledgements for the zealous 
and undeviating support which you have uniformly given 
to the principles on which the Society is founded, and for 
the gratifying kindness with which you have honoured us 
in taking the Chair on thid occasion. • This is one of the 
many similar instances whicbmanifest Your Royal High- 
ness's attachment to those principles of true liberty^ 
which are >the honour of the family to which you belong, 
a$ well as the glory of the British Constitution. It is a 
singular blessing. Sir, to a community, when those who 
are placed by Providence in 90 elevated and conspicuous 
a situaticm as that which you occupy, recognise the true 
use to be made of their rank, and the duties which pro-' 
perly devolve on them ; and when they prove themselves 
sensible that they are raised to their high eminence, not 
so much for their own gratification, as for the purpose of 
being more' extensively useful to their fellow creatures; 
that^they are placed as it were on a pedestal, not merely 
that they may be objects to all around them to be gazed 
at wjth stupid admiration, but to. be looked up to with 
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» ^|ia,ikfcili^s as tlie bene&etontof ma0kittdr;-HiQd viJmn 
tih^shQW^ Vke Your Royal HjglMiefiSy that| raised to a 
Jijgber level, tbey^are oot rendered giddy hy t|ie elevatioB, 
Aor are tbf^ at. such a heisbt as not <to see the scene be* 
]ow them with distinctness, but that the effect i% to open 
aii^r field :to their view, and supfdy then wi^h a 
fwider v^nge, of objects on which to ^ezert their benevo* 
Jpnce. You, Sir, not satis^d with, benefiting your 
feUowHsreaturesf at home, have looked: ac^rossr the Allan* 
tic, and liCEve seen those poor despised^and degraded 
Slaves, not to be despised and neglected by you, but,: en 
the contrary, to be raised by you from the depression to 
3vhieh ;tbey had been degraded; to be raised to the prir 
irjieges of men, and to the blessingeof Christianity. Be 
^hhy $iiii -your glory'-HL' greater and a brighter I cannot 
wish you to enjc^. And I will only add, that I trastt 
Sir, you niaylive, when they who are at my timeitf 
life will probably^^be gpne^firom^ this earthly scene, to wit- 
ness the completa triumphs which you may thereafter be- 
hold j and when they who, if I may use the exfireiiskii, 
have • this day won their spur9, ^ill achieve -their - deoi<^ 
3\f0 victory in the geldof true glory. My dear firieod whp 
last adchressed you is, like, myself, a veterftn in' this 
service. We haye« been engaged in many ^lo^g and^ir^f 
duous contest, ^ and we «1^ have*had;to c<Hitend«with ca- 
lumny and fiilsehood; but we' afe more than 'repaid, by 
the sMCcess-that has "alneadr^^^^^ ^* efforts^ aiid I^ 
the anticipations which we may derive ffom* what ^ we 
have witnessed on ihis' very- day, whmi if oar eiin be 
8eUing4 « we see that other luminaril^s ai^ arieinglo^tae 
with far greater lustre and m^re eSdefti sirenglb. ^Iiet 
me now read the li^oli^n which I have to propose* I move 
f^ That 4he most cordial ndinowledgeiaests^ of ^ this 
Meeting be respectfiilly presentod to. the P rooi denl 
' of tl^is Societyj His Boyal -Highness ike Buke of 
. Gloucester^ > fiir the zealour apd unde viiUing sup- 
port he hasuniformfy given to those principles on 
which the Society isr. founded/ for the gratifynig 
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r-^ /IWMptitdb wklrwfaieli the hu 4ff<MrdMl le^ll&db- 

jects the honour dnd benefit of his dtsliiigilisbdA ^^ 

' iroDfige I for his kindnjess ia acicepting ih^ Cbf^r 

, this day J aiid for his able conduct therein." 

i ■ ■ , ■ ' • • 

I ... 

Mr. William Allen. — I shall trespass on the pa- 
tience of this- highly respectable Meeting at the close 
of thitfiriuniphaht day (for ^ I call it) but for a v^^ry 
few minutes. I merely rise because it is customar}' to 
second a Motion that has been made ; not that It ip ne- 
cessary to say much upon it. Indeed, there is nothiiag 
left, for me to say, but siipply to second it. There is, how- 
ever, one observation which I will make, and which I 
wish to press on this highly respectable auditory, before 
we separate ; and it is this, — that all the good we have 
Aeardrof this day, and all that is contemplated, will de- 
pend on the exertions which shall be made, throughout 
the kingdom, by such respectable persona as those whom 
I have now the pleasure^ of addressing. It hks been 
stated that Government itself is disposed to put an end 
to all this misery and to all this horror. I verily believe, 
at the same time, thatQoyeniment is surrounded with 
difficulties in prosecuting its benevolent purpose ; afad 
it is for you to remove some of those difficulties, by 
every one exerting himself at his post to diffuse light and 
information on tho subject within the utmost rangeof his 
influence ; and then, when the Colonies come to Mini- 
eters for support to the system of Slavery, they will tiira 
to them and say, ^^ It is impossible to bolster up your 
system any longer ; for the people of England will not 
eiidureit.*' 

' I who haya hieen asieye witness, for many years, of the 
exertions of the Royal and distinguished Chairman in the 
cause of huroanilty ; who have seen him always comfort- 
ing us with his presence — always encouraging us — ^al- 
ways aiding us witkhis counsel and his influence on this 
great sul^ect;— -I' ha ve^ peculiar satisfaction In seconding 
the Motion of Thanks, to him./ I know it will be unani- 
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mc»ii% a«a I beg tluit weaiwf «U exprew ovec oooemrtaee 
iftlibyriaing. 

" Upon\f^i8Motioti being^f ut^ it walK earned troanitiKrady 
by theaiidience, Who had ^iiBiiItaiieomly arisen,' widi 
loud and continued cheering. 

His Royal Highness the Duke of Gloucester, when 
the applause had subsided, addressed the Meeting to the 
following effect :— ' ' 

iiadies and Gentlemen, it is impossible for me, even at 
this late period of the aftemooh, not to trespass on your 
tim» for a very few minutes, to give vent to those feel« 
j^gs which I should be the most ungraiteful man alive, 
}( they did. not press themselves strongly on iny breast ; 
those feelings of gratitude for the Resolution just agreed 
to, worded in terms, and received in a manner so truly 
flattering to me. It has* been proposed to you by my 
honourable friend, and seconded by another good friend 
of mine, two persons, with whom 1 have during seventeen 
years laboured in this great cause. My honourable 
friend has offered it to your notice with the kindest and 
inost flattering expressions towards me ; but at the same 
time he has said that his sun is now setting. I hope not : 
I trust we shall long and long possess him who has been 
the leader in this great and glorious cause, and in which 
we are merely his followers. You have been pleased to 
express your approbation of my conduct, and of my feeling 
and following the principles of justice on which this So- 
ciety IS founded. Could The one of the House of Bruns- 
wick, which was called to this country for the protection 
of your liberties, and for the support of the freedom of 
this nation, did I not entertain those principles ? Nay,' 
could I be an Englishman if I did not ? Our cause is 
the cause of God ; it is the cause of our Constitution, for 
I cannot and never will admit, that Slavery can ever 
lawfully exist under our happy, glorious, and blessed 
Constitution. I think it was the third Resolution in which 
w^ have agreed to persevere in the cause we have un- 
de!rtaken, and I trust that in that perseverance reason' 
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Witt be btir guide, althotifh *W must show a detemfiim^ 
4ioii to persevere kteiidily in oiir course, aadpfoveffaat 
'nothing caB aiNite our zeal ; that nothing ean check our 
determined endeayours to attain the object which we 
have in view. At the tome time, I hope that there will 
be' no expression or intimation go forth which Can pro- 
duce the impression that of the measures which we mean 
to adopt, anything like injustice is to form a part: in pur 
g^eat cduse the word 'Mnjustice^' cannot be known. That 
those who have acted under a system which unhappily 
has been sanctioned, and is still sanctioned^ by this coun- 
try, and who may suffer from the abolition of Slavery, 
are entitled to compensation, when the period comes, 
when thatliappy moment shall arrive, in which we shall 
see emancipation given to the Slaves, / must decidedly dc" 
c/ore, and I hope you will all agree. No man can wish^ 
indeed, for mmedtafe Emancipation ; it can only be done 
gradually : but when I say gradually, I trust that al- 
though it should be done gradually, yet the time is 
not very remote when we shall have obtained that great 
object* Most entirely do I agree in what my learned 
and honourable friend stated, that we are not merely to 
look to amelioration, but that we must look forward t6 
the freedom of theSlave,^-that theword ^^ Slavery" must 
not exist. We must however prepare the Negroes for re- 
ceiving so great a blessing, because to give those liberty 
who are not prepared to receive it would be as cruel to 
themselves, as it would be unjust to their Masters, and 
dangerous to the State, We must begin by ameliorating 
their condition ; we must do this immediately ; there 
must be no time lost in doing it, not one moment. But 
the very argument that is adduced in &vour of the neces- 
sity of preparing the present Slaves, for sucli an altera- 
tion in their condition, proves that there can be ho ex- 
cuse whatever for allowing the next generation to remain 
uneducated ; nay, is it not a strong reason why we should 
determine that tbe next generation should not be bom in 
Slavery? The very argument that the present genera* 
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lii^i/roBi not biiving budiUQraleyltiirQ^ afeuiiitf«Mr 
liberty, add .tbat it inyst l;ake ttme to .jxrepfure theifa fof 
it, isy I tbink^the stjrQngest argument /or pre^eiiiiiig thf 
pext generation frcMU being 'bprn Slave*.— Jt is a very 
extraoi^dinary fact (and it shows tbat. the Negroes are 
very far from being what they are represented to be)— r 
it is a very extraordinary fact tb&t a Negro will sooner see 
his children eipancipated than, recseiye emancipation himr 
s<elf ; and so far from tjie giving freedom to the children 
of Slaves being a cause to excite insurrection^ there are 
Instances innumerable of Slaves having preferred to give 
liberty to their children to taking it theiQsely es* I men* 
tion this to 'prove that the Negroes ar^ .not what they 
l^ve been upjustly represented, and alsp to prove tha^ 
there can be no danger in c^mancipating the child before 
the parent; for it is one of the argumen^. adduce4 
Ugainst us, that it would be dangerous to emancipate 
|he child whilst the parent continues in slavery. When 
I, mentiop vthi& as a strong proof that ; no danger would 
fnsue by emancipating the child before the parent, do 
not let me be; misnpderstood, do not let me be supposed 
|p concede that the present generittion i^re to. bp left in 
alayeiy—*6od forbid ! I trust the time will come when 
Parliament will (for it can only be doiie by Parliament) 
take such wise, such prudent «^ld reljgiouf measures 
as will secure to oipr fellow-subjects (for fellow^subjects 
tbeiy all are) the eiyoymei^ of liberty, as well as our* 
selves* If, we do,i|ot persevere in this object and these 
priiif^iplfs, "we are not per^rering in those principles 
iprhieh are.t^e principles that .have always lu^tiui^d the 
British natyui* Wbut is our <mU8e ? It is the very same 
cause that gayejiberty to this; epuaitfy. flyery fpe)ing 
tliat instigated ESnglishm^ to fight (qr their liberty, and 
to form the^CTo^Sstitntion .under which we e^oy the bless** 
^llgg md.the; huppiness w^ po^se^s^— «yery feeling of that 
^escnptiqn.. ^^ia in this, great cause. One. of the most 
painful a^ugs that h9^ Of^urredto me.for ftlqng tiipe, 
is tp baye h9a]:4.<t ^nt^d.tlifkt it is impossible to tes^h 
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and to encourage rdligion. fojr -fij^-f ou should create a 
r^belKon. Can there be any thing so monstrous and so 
horrible as to say, that for the sake of maintaining any 
ime system of government, you are not to inculcate inttf 
the minds of haman being^ the doctrines of our holy re-* 
ligion ; that you are to refiise to give them that gloriou« 
light which would make them at once good citizens and 
good ChrtstiaLils he^e lielow, aild by whibh alone they 
can hope for salvation hereafter ?' Can any thing be bo 
imtrageous ? Can any person hear these doctrine^ witho'ut' 
shuddering and without determining to make every ex- 
'Crtion to do away such a system ? 

Ziadies aiid Gentlemen, I am afraid I lutve taken up 
too much of your time, I have only to add — ^that I trust 
you will afl persevere in this great, this just cauiEle, iii 
which we must act with temper, but at the same time 
nvith zeal and firmness. 

Aliaost every sentence of.this.sfqedh was received 
with the most unbounded. applause, and at the conelu-' 
fiicnpfitj the Meeting was adjourned, -i. r i 
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NOTE to page. 85.- 

MAJORITY ANP MINORITY 

On Mr. BroiigIiiliii*8 * Motion " That ah fiumtile Address he pre^eAled i& 
kit Majftty, refdPeM^iitim; that thii House,, haviog.taken into their mast m" 
rioHB consid^ratioo the. PaJMrs laid bef«ire them relating to the Trial and 
Coddemtiation of the ReV. John Smith, a Mlsstonary in th^ Colony of Dr- 
vperar^ deem it their daty no^w to declaret that they contemplate with aeri- 
OU8 alarm, and deep sorrow, the violation of Law and Justice which is 
manifest in those nnexAmpled proceedings, and most earnestly pray that 
Bis Majesty will be grariottsly pleased to adopt such, measures, as to ht^ 
Royal wisdom may seem meet, for securing such a just and humane admi-' 
nistrtition of Law, iii tliat Colony, as may protect the voluntary Instructors 
of the Negroes, as well as the Negroes themselves, and the rest of his Ma- 
jesty's subjects, from oppression/' 



Astley, SirJ. D. 

Abereombv, Hon. J. 

Allen, J. H. 

Anson, Sir G. 

Acland, Sir Thomas 

Barham, J. F. 

Barrett, S. M. 

Benyoni Bei\). 

Birch, Joseph 

Brougham, Henry . 
Bardett, Sir Francis 
Bury, Viscount 
Byng George 
Belgrave, Viscount 
Benet,John 
Blake, Sir F. 
Booghton, Sir W. 
Butterworth, Joseph 
Brown, James 
Brownlow, Charles 
Calcraft, J. 
Calcraft, J. H. 
Calvert, C. 
Calvert, N. 
Carter, John 
Cavendish, Lord G. 
Cavendish, Charles 
Cavendish, Hearir 
Chanberlayne, W. 
Chaloner, K. 
Clifton, Viscount 
Coke, T. W. Jnn. 
Craevy, Thomas 
Cradoek, Sheldon 
Caltborpe, Hon. F. 
Corbett, Faaton 
Davies. T. H. 
Oenison, W. J. 
Denman, Thomas 
Dnncannon, Viscount 
Daodafl, Hon. F. 
Davenport, D. 
DicMnion, WOlhun 



MINORITY. 

Dnndas, C. . • 

libringfon. Viscount 

Svaos, W^liam 

Ellis, Hon. G. A. 

Ellison, Cutbhert 

Fitzgerald, Rt. Hon. M 

Farrand, J{obt»rt 

Fergusson, Sir R. 

Fitzroy, Lord John 

Ford,M. 
Gaskill.B. 
Graham^ S. 
Grattan, James ' 
Griffiths, J. W. 
Grosvenor, Hon. R. 
Guise, Sir B. W. 
Gumey, R. H. 
Gordon, R. 
Heron, Sir R. 
Hobhouse, J. C. 
Honywood, W. P. 
Heygate, Aid. 
Hurst, R. 

Hutchinson, Hon H. C. 
Heathcote, G. J. 
Inglis, Sir R. H. 
Johnes, J. 
Jervoise, G. P. 
Kemp, T* R-. 
Kennedy, J. F. 
Knight, R. 
Lambton, J. G. 
Leanard, T. B. 
Leycester, Ralph 
Leader, W. 
Lawley, T. 
Maberly, J. 
Macdonald, J. 
Mackintosh, Sir. J. * 
Maddocks. W. A. 
Ma^orlbanksi S^ 
Monck, J. B. 
Maxwell>J. 



Kewmanj R. W. 

Nprmanb y, Viseount. 

Nugent, Lord 

Ord, W. 

Oxnmntown, Lord > 

Palmer, C. 

Palmer, C F. 

Paces, T. 

Pclham, C. F. ' 

Philips* G. 

Powlett,Hon. W. 

Proby,H6n. G. L. 

Poyntz, W:J. 

Parnell, Sir H. 

Pryse, P. 

Pym. F. 

Philips, G. R. 
^Ramsden^ J. C. 

Robarts, Col. 

Robinson, Sir G. 

Rowley, Sir W. 

Rumbold, G. 

Russell, Lord G. W. 

Rickford, W. , 

Russell, Lord J. 

Ryder, Rt. Hon. R. 

Rice, S. 
Seott, James 
Sebright, Sir J. 
SeftoD, Earl of 
Smith, A. 
Smith, John 
Smith, G. 
Smith Sam. 
Smith, Hon. R, 
Smith Wm. 
Stanley, Hon, Ed. 
Staunton, Sir G. 
Smyth, (Westmeath) 
Townsdiend, Lord C. 
Tulk, C. A. 
Warre, J. A. 
Webb, Edward 



'f.i 



m 



WUberfbrce, W;: 
While, Colonel 
lyiUiams, John 
Wtniaiii8,8irR. 
WiiKams, Wot. 
Woody Alderman 

Tellers. 

Coke.T.W, (Norfolk) 
Grenfell, Pascbe 
Guniey, H. 
MUtoD, Vise. 
MostyVy ^r T. 



A'Conrt, Ed. H. 
Apsley, Lord 
Arbatlmot, Right Hon. 

SirC. 
Aleinndefy J. 
Baaiie,J. . 
Binning, Lord 
Browne, Rt. Hon. D. 
Bagwell, Rt. Hon. W. 
Bsakes, Henry 
BnrghySirU. 
Bright, H. 
Bathnrtt, Hon. J. 
Brecknock, Earl of 
Bent. John 
Bentinck, Lord F. 
Byron, Tho8. 
Bonham, H. 
Blair, James 
Bridges, G. 
Botler, Hon. C. H. 
Cockerell,^ir C. 
Cocks, James 
Croker, J. W. 
Cholmeley, Sir M. 
Curzon, Hon. R. 
Chaplin, Charles 
Coote, Sir C. 
Calvert, John 
Congreve, Sir W. 
Cnsty Hon. E. 
Cooper, R. B. 
Clerk, Sir G. 
Conlbume, SirG. 
Courtney, T. P. 
Collett, £. J. 
Corry, Viscount 
diTeyVisconnt 
ClWe, H. 
Clive, Hon. R. 
Cheere, C. M. 
Canning, Right Hon. G. 
Dbbrowe, E. C. 
Deerhurst,yi8coant 



WretleslejsSii'jr, 
WodehonsCyE. 
Wharton 
Whitmore, W. 
WUsbn^SirR. < 



Wa11,C. B 
r-^T* F. Buxton, and Dr. Lttshlrigton, 



Wilbraham,E. B* * 
WbttlMead, Samuel 
Wh||bread,Wm. 
Wilson, W.C 
Yorke, SirJoseph^ 



PAIRED OVF. 

Money, W. T, • 
Newport, Sir J. 
Price," R., 
Portmatt,'E. 
Tilylor,M.A. 

MAJORITY. 

Denibon, £. - - 
Davis, Hart 
Divett, T. 
Dawkins, ll. 
Dundas, Right Hon. W. 
Dnncombe, C. . 
Dalrymple, A. 
Douglas, W. K. ' 
Dawson^ J.H. M. 
Dawson, G.R. 
Dogherty, John 
Eastnor, Lord 
•EUis, C. R. 
Egerton, W. 
Estconrt, T. 
Eunismore, Lord 
Elliot, Lord 
East, Sir H. 
Fitzgerald, V. 
Forbes, C« 
Fox, G. L. 
Fane, T. 
Freemantle, W. 
Fane, Vere 
Foster, Leslie 
Grant, J. W. 
Grant, Right Hen. C. 
Green, Tbos. 
Gonlburn, Rt. Hon. H. 
Grant, A. C 
Grosett, J. R. 
Gower, Lord F. L. 
Gordon, Hon. R, 
Greville, Sir C. 
Graves, Lord 
Gladstone, J. 
Hart, Gen. 
Hotham, Loid 
Hawkins, Sir C. 
Holmes, W. , ^ 

Hardinge, Sir H. 
Hodgson^ Fred. 
Hodson, John 
Hnlse, Sir C. 



Tftvistock, Maniuess 
Stewart, W. (Armagh) 
Stanley, Lord 
Hamilton, Lonl 
Browne, Dom. 



Hilj, Sir G. 
Herries.J. C. 
Howard, Hon. J.G. 
Holford, G. 
Handley, H. 
James, W. . 
Irving, John 
Jufrlis, John . .. 
Jenkinson, Hon. C. C. 
Kerrison, Sir K. 
King, Hon. H. 
Lockhart, W; E. 
Lovaine, Lord 
Lewis, T. P. 
Lamb, Hon W. 
Lowther, Lord 
Lowther, Hon. H. 
Lowther, John 
Lnshington, S. ft. 
Lester, B. L. 
Lloyd, J. Jones 
Long, SirC. 
Lucy, G. 
Littleton, E. 
Lygon, Hon. H. 
Lowther, John, jun. 
Mildmay, P. St. John 
Morland, Sir G. B. 
Munday, G, 
Munday, F. 
Manning, W. 
Martin, ft. 
Manners, Lord C. 
Macnanghton, A. 
Marjoribanks, Sir J. 
Morgan, C. G. 
Alackenzie,SipJ« 
Martin, Sir T. B. 
Murray, SirG. 
Musgrave, Sir P. 
North, J.H. 
Onslow, A. 
Ommanney, SirF« 
Paget, Berkeley 



m 



Feele» W«. 
Pennant, C. H. D, 
Ptlnierston, Viscoiuit 
Ponrber, fieniy 
Pollei^StrJ. 
Pole, Sir Peter 
Pollington, V nt 
Percy, Hon. W. 
Pechell, Sir Tbos. 
Penmi4ock, J. H. 
PliiUinuNPe* Jos 
Prendergast, MG. 
Peel, Rkht Hon. W. 
Pearse, John 
Ridley, Sir M. W. 
Robertson, A. 
Rae, Sir Wm., 
Robinson, Rt. Hon. F. 
Rowley^ Sir Jos* 
Ross, C. 
Bogen»Ed. 

TSLtl 



Ro8e,'Rt. Hon. SirG. 
Robarts, >¥. A. 
Russell, Jesse W« 
Stopford, Lord 
Stoart, W, (Armagh) 
Stuarty J. (Huntipgdon) 
Stuart, Alex. 
Seymour, Horace 
Shaw» Sir Robert 
Somerset, Lord G* 
Somenety Lord £. 
Shelley, Sir J. 
Stanhope, Hon. J. 
Sumner, G. H* 
Sotheron, Frank 
Sbiffner, Sir G. 
Tindale, N- 
Twiss, Horaoo 
Trench, F. 
Trant, W. H. 



Tudway, J.'F^ 
Thompson^ W. 
Thompson, 6, L« 
Thynne, Lord H. 
Thynne, Lord Jobtt 
Uxbridge, Earl of 
Yalletort, Viscount \ 
WetherallySir C. 
Wellesley, Ricbd. 
Wortley, J. Stuart 
Wodehouse, Hon. J. 
Wilson, Tbos. 
. Wallace,Right Hon. T. 
> Walker, J. 
Wemyss, J. 
Walpole, lion. J. 
Warrender,- Right Ho«. 

SirG. 
Wynn, C. W. W. 
Wigram, Sir R. 



Cliye,yiscoant 
Bi^bgden, J. 
Townsehd, Hon. H* 
Macquecn, J. 
Michel^ J. 



Sir J. €• Copley and R. Wilmot Horton 

PAIABD OFF. 

Williaon, Oven 
Williams, T. 8* 
Scarlett, J. ^ 

Graham, fifar J. 



KnatchboU, Sir E. 
Hope, Sir W. 
Lrgge, Hon. F. 
Gascoyne, General. 



THE END. 



FEiN^tn ar mchakii tatlor, 
SHOB-iJkine. 



IB 
f 

It 



J. 

ID.! 



Bn 




THE BORROWER WILL BE CHARGED 
THE COST OF OVERDUE NOTIFICATION 
IF THIS BOOK IS NOT RETURNED TO 
THE LIBRARY ON OR BEFORE THE LAST 
DATE STAMPED BELOW. 



^k 




%^^ 
%% 



/ 



/VS/'v/ 



• 






/VIDENER 









M,W 2i 2005 
CANCELLED 







